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Chinese relatives

It may be interesting to know that, unlike western system, in China, we have different appellation for
different relatives in a family. This is obviously good practice in order to tell who we are referring to in a
conversation though some people may think otherwise!

Father's side

Mother's side

Father's father
zufù
Mother's father
wài zufù

Father's mother
zumu
Mother's mother
wài zumu

Father's elder brother
bófù
Mother's elder brother
jiùfù

Father's younger brother
xu xu(uncle)
Mother's younger brother
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same as above

Father's elder brother's wife
bómu
Mother's elder brother's wife
jiùmu

Father's younger brother's wife
shunshen
Mother's younger brother's wife
same as above

Father's elder and younger sister
gugu
Mother's elder and younger sister
yímu

Father's sister's husband
gufù
Mother's sister's husband
yífù

Father's brother's son
tángge(elder)

tángdì(younger)
Mother's brother's son
biaoge(elder)

biadì (younger)

I am sure this table can be endless knowing that one can have as big a family as possible. However,
simply from the above, one can imagine how complicated it works when calling someone in your family
in China. That is why it is not surprising that very often one doesn't know how to call someone when
they meet in a Chinese New Year family gathering. What you need to know is that you always see this
person every time you meet with your family and you can eat together at the same table.

Very often these days as well that sometimes my mother refers to someone about something in the
family and she expects me to know who she is talking about. Well, the case is that I can hardly recall
what this person looks like.....

In China, with the One−Child policy started over 2 decades ago, I think this system may not be as
commonly used as before.

This article was produced by Asia Dragon. Visit us at www.asiadragon.co.uk where you will find
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authentic oriental fashion & accessories, stylish home furnishings & furniture, beautiful ornaments,
Chinese calligraphy plus much, much more!

It Cannot Hurt To Learn Chinese

By Hallidae Thomason

It today's day and age, many people are learning a second, third or even forth language. There are
probably many reasons to learn languages other than your own. Some people just love learning about
foreign cultures, and therefore they choose to study a foreign language to help them understand a
culture even further. Others learn a language such as Spanish or Chinese to help prepare them for a
career that they hope to have or for preparation to travel to a foreign land.

If you are thinking of starting to learn another language, regardless of your age or of other languages
you have learned, you should consider learning Chinese. There are many great reasons to learn
Chinese. One of the biggest reasons that I, as an artist, loved learning Chinese was because of how
artistic and beautiful to the eye the written Chinese language is. When I entered my first Chinese class
I could not get over how intriguing and wonderful it looked on the chalk board. In fact, as the weeks of
the class went on and I was getting frustrated by my lack of ability, it was the physical beauty of written
Chinese that kept me going.

Another great reason to start learning Chinese is that the nation and people of China are undoubtedly
rising up to be some of the world's most powerful people. Business, travel and trade are all increasing
with China, so it will not hurt you to start learning Chinese. In fact, Chinese could very well become the
next world language and be used with the frequency of English. If you are ever considering
international business or trade, or if you just like to travel, then consider seriously how learning
Chinese could be of benefit to you.

There are many ways to actually start learning Chinese. You can purchase books at a local bookstore
that will give you the basics to start learning, or you can even buy video or dvd sets that will help you
learn. An even better way to learn Chinese, however, is to enroll in a Chinese class at a local college
or university. Getting in the classroom and being surrounded by other students might be the best way
to really learn the Chinese language. So take some time to research the opportunities for Chinese that
exist in your area. Or perhaps you have a Chinese friend that will agree to give you personal lessons.
Even better.

Realize that learning another language such as Chinese can be fun and is definitely valuable for
anyone. Start the process today and you won't be sorry.

Hallidae Thomason is a professor of the Chinese language at a univeristy near her home. She is
passionate about getting others to learn the second language that she loves. See

for more.
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