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Choosing An Online Degree Program
By Kadence Buchanan
College degrees have long been available by correspondence but with the growth of the internet,

students can now pursue college degrees online. There are hundreds of schools offering online
programs for everything from Masters Degrees in Business Administration to advanced degrees in the
fine arts. Because of the large number of schools offering online programs, it can be difficult to know
what to look for in a quality program.

There are two basic types of institutions offering online degrees: Colleges and universities with
physical campuses and online—only institutions. Online—only institutions do offer single courses, but
tend to focus on degree programs. Colleges and universities with physical campuses offer both
complete degree programs and single courses, which are often taken by on—campus students as well
as online—only students.

Many of the same questions students ask when investigating regular colleges also apply to online
degree programs. For example, a prospective student might ask how many courses are taught by
graduate assistants rather than professors. In assessing an online degree, it is equally as important to
determine how many of the courses are taught by full professors and how much experience those
professors have with teaching online courses.

However, there are questions that are specific to online degree programs. One of the most important,
particularly for graduate—level degrees, is how much contact you will have with other students. There
are two basic types of online degree programs, those where you work at your own pace and those
where you are admitted with a cohort, or group of peers, and proceed through the degree program with
them. One is not necessarily better than the other. The learning style of the individual student will
determine which type of program fits their needs best.

Accreditation is also an important thing to look for. All colleges and universities are required to be
accredited by a regional governing body in order for the degrees they issue to be considered valid. If
an online degree program doesn't give accreditation information, prospective students should move on
to the next program.
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After determining the credentials and structure of an online degree program, prospective students
should research the details. How can books be purchased? What equipment, software and hardware is
required to access the courses? How much time should a student expect to spend per course? Is
financial aid available? Typically these questions are addressed on the degree program's website.
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Online College Degree — The Choice Of Today
By Joyce Jackson

Online college degree programs are rapidly becoming the mode of learning education of choice
among teens and young adults. Empirical evidence would suggest that there are five principal reasons
why this may be the case:

Convenience The Number 1 reason why teens and young adults are choosing to do online college
degree programs is convenience. Here, in nearly all cases, respondents claim juggling their already
busy lives with college means that an online college degree is their mode of choice when it comes to
higher learning.

Flexible Aside from being extremely convenient, and in conjunction with the convenience factor, an
online college degree permits teens and young adults the chance to take the online college degree at
their own pace, and also more options when it comes to available courses to chose from.

No on—campus presence Combining convenience with flexibility for teens and young adults is the fact
that many online college degree programs do not require on—campus presence, or minimal on—campus
presence. To many online students, this is the best of both world's — home study with a recognized
higher education certificate.

Avalilability Teens and young adults argue their claim to preferring to study for online college degree
programs due to the fact that doing their studies online means they can study at a prestigious
institution, without actually having to be physically present. Consequently, living on the East Coast no
longer has mean that you have to study your college degree program on the east coast or else move to
elsewhere. Now we live in the virtual world, you really can be in two places at once!
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Financial Although tuition fees for an online college degree can be competitive when compared with
traditional education fees, the fact that the online degree is both flexible and off-campus means teens
and young adults (and their families) can arrange for the financing more easily and effectively — without
having to make major sacrifices to their every day living.

All of the above make for good reasons to study for an online college degree. However, don't confuse
the above as meaning an online college degree is easy. As with all forms of higher learning, it's not — it
just provides you with an easier means of learning, not an easier learning program!

Joyce Jackson writes extensively on online education for anyone wanting to further their education,
Her knowledge and invaluable resources fill her comprehensive website with information, resources
links and advice.

http://www.onlinedegreeguru.com
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