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Christmas Toys Are For The Kids... Right?

By "S. Mallon"

Toys for grown−ups pushing kids' toys out of Christmas most wanted list.

Christmas used to be a time for the kids but now the adults appear to be taking over. The top twelve
toys this Christmas as identified by the Toy Retailers Association contain a suspiciously high number of
toys aimed at bigger kids. This apparent paradigm shift in the toy market should come as no surprise -
a brief look around the internet reveals an entire market devoted to the taller toy consumer.

As UK toy stores prepare for the inevitable Christmas rush, their shelves are stocked not only with gifts
for children, but of stock on the wish list of an ever growing adult market. A brief look at the most
wanted list for this Christmas shows toys such as Robosapien V2, Roboraptor and the Doctor Who
Remote Control Dalek. It does not take an industry expert to surmise that these toys are aimed at a
demographic with full time jobs and high disposable income rather than a demographic that watches
Saturday morning television.

The rise of toys for grown ups has been an increasing trend in recent years and coincides with an
increase in retro culture that dominates the film and television industries. Remakes of films and
television series that appeal to an older audience mean that subsequent merchandising appeal to a
grown up audience who were fans of the series and films first time round - the conspicuous presence
of Star Wars toys and Doctor Who toys in UK toy store both online and offline reflect this.

The emergence of a two tier market catering for real kids and "big kids" is apparent and will be
particularly evident in the busiest period for the toy market. The market for the older demographic has
become increasingly sophisticated in recent years and had led to the specific targeting of the segment
particularly through the marketing of technology based toys such as the Robosapien V2 and
Roboraptor - toys with a limited appeal to those in short trousers. Increasingly, these toys permeate
the marketplace and toy stores looking to capitalise on the big kids market.

It seems that this market is set to grow over the forthcoming years, representative of a wider cultural
shift and impacting significantly on the toy market. Whilst the toy market is still dominated by kids toys,
it seems that Christmas toys are no longer just for the kids.
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Steven is an independent cultural commentator who contributes to a wide range of journals and
magazines both online and offline Web −

http://www.cashzilla.co.uk

E−mail -

steven@hamsterage.com

Phone - 0131 561 1791 Resources:

http://www.toyretailersassociation.co.uk

http://www.justtoys.com

http://www.mothercare.com

What Do You Want This Year?

By Angie Dixon

Christmas is all around us, and many people are making up wish lists. Those who aren't doing that are
busy setting down their New Year's Resolutions already. But this is a good time to sit down and do
some serious introspection.

What do you want from the holidays this year? Do you want to rush around, spend a lot of money you
don't have, and yell at the kids for not playing with all twenty of the toys they asked for−−at the same
time? Is that really how you want to spend Christmas?

We talk about "Christmas spirit," and mostly we mean giving. Giving of ourselves, giving to people who
need it. That's great, that's Christmas spirit.

But I think there's another aspect to "Christmas spirit." I think it's spiritual. And don't close your screen
on me because I said spiritual. I didn't say religious, because it's not. I think it comes from our souls.

I think deep down, each of us has a spirit that wants to be expressed. And I think at Christmas, when
we're naturally thinking of others, that spirit is more easily expressed. I think if you want to, you can
have a spiritual Christmas. You can feel loving, caring, generous. You can feel like a kid at Christmas,
just by opening up to your spirit.

So what do you want this year?

Angie Dixon helps small business owners get their acts together. She is a personal development coach
specializing in helping people integrate their home and work lives so they feel less stretched and more
balanced. Get her FREE EBOOK on balance at
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. For questions or

to discover how coaching can change your life, contact Angie at

mailto:angie@discoveringtruenorth.com

.

You are free to use this article in ezines, web sites and print publications. If you do use it, please send
a quick email to

mailto:angie@discoveringtruenorth.com

. Thank you.
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