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Clicker Training Introduction

By Valerie Dancer

Clicker training with dogs is fairly well known, but all animals can be trained with the "Clicker"
method, cats, birds, horses and most others.

Dogs soon learn that when they perform a particular action it gets them a reward immediately after
hearing the click, this is a very positive way of training, which dogs react well to. They soon start
performing the action in the hope of getting another treat. The training sessions are totally pleasurable
for the dog so they learn very quickly, once they have realised that they get a reward.

The difference between clicker training and other reward based training methods is that with the clicker
training method the dog immediately understands which action has resulted in his receiving the reward.
As he hears the click, as the correct action is performed, he immediately receives the reward.

The clicker is a more positive way of training than the spoken word simply because the dog will very
rarely hear the "click" at any other time, except when training, but he hears spoken words all the time,
most of which he does not understand.

You need to exercise a little patience when you first start, but most dogs will start to understand after
hearing the click 5 or 6 times. You will know when your dog understands, as he will look up at you
when you click.

Start by going somewhere quiet so your dog is not distracted by other noises. Arm your-self with some
really tasty treats, that are not usually given to him, like very small pieces of roast beef or chicken,
cheese, liver or hot dogs. Use your clicker and give him a treat, do this say, three times so that he
associates the click with a treat. Should your dog be of a very nervous disposition, and is frightened of
the click then muffle it by putting it in your pocket to begin with. You can start by playing games. Have
his toys with you. Throw one and as he picks it up "click" and reward.

Once you know that your dog understands you can start using words to go with the action. After a short
while you can introduce the words " fetch" and "give" as he performs these tasks, click and reward.
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You have to wait for the action you want. Mark that behaviour by clicking. Reward the behaviour.
Repeat. He then quickly learns what is required of him.

You can also teach him to react to hand signals, in the same way. Once you get to this stage you only
reward him when he has responded to your commands, you no longer reward him when he performs
the action without the command.

To teach "sit" or "down" you have to use the toy as a lure to encourage your dog into the correct
position, as soon as he " sits" or goes" down" click and reward. Do not use any verbal instructions until
you are confident that your dog will perform what you want him to. Only then do you use a command,
and when you believe that he will perform to command then you can stop using the toy, or treat, as a
lure.

Teaching him to stay is an important lesson to learn. Start by putting him in a sit or down, which ever is

your dog's favourite position. Tell him to stay but don't move, if he holds it for a few seconds click and
reward. Do this a couple of times before you try taking just one step away, if he holds it click and
reward. If he moves just return to him and put him back into position. Keep practicing until you can
walk unlimited distances away, but don't try to go too far too quickly.

Teach your dog the difference between "stay" and "wait". Stay is when you are going away from him
and will return to him. Wait is for a variety of occasions;

1) You don't want him to jump out of the car until you say. 2) he may be ahead of you and you want
him to wait till you catch up with him. 3) he may be about to cross the road without you, and you want
to check it first. There are countless needs for the command to wait.

If your dog is not good on recall then start using the clicker to get him to respond to his name, he will
soon learn that he gets a reward when he responds. No dog will come to call if you can't get his
attention when you call his name. So when he looks up at you click and reward. The next step would
be to call him when he is a distance away, somewhere quiet where there are no distractions, click
when he looks up, call him click again and reward. You will soon be able to have good recall when you
are out.

The use of the clicker is generally only used while the dog is learning the cue, as in the word or hand
signal, once it is understood then you no longer need to click, but the occasional reward is always
worthwhile.

Clicker trainers prefer not to reprimand their dogs as they prefer to build a strong relationship with their
dogs and they don't believe they can do this if they are punishing wrong behaviour. They also think that
they get more enthusiasm from their dog if it is receiving no punishment. It is believed that any bad
habits will slowly stop, as they get no reward. If the bad habit persists then the habit needs to be
studied to understand why it exists, remove the cause and the bad habit should go away.
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| was bought up in a family which always had dogs. My Mother trained her dog to county standard,
using "old fashion" methods, and did a good job. Over the years | have come to prefer kinder ways of
training, only giving praize for good behaviour, and ignoring the bad behabiour. | have found it works
very well. visit

http://www.dogtrainingproblems.biz

Using A Clicker Vs Traditional Approach... The Flawed "Clicker Training Methodology!

By Adam G. Katz

There are two points you must recognize:

1.) You CAN train a dog using a traditional approach AND use the clicker. It depends on your style, but
yes... I've had very good results using the clicker as an event marker, and for getting the dog to
understand a new behavior... especially a more complex behavior. However, THIS IS ONLY USED
DURING THE FIRST PHASE OF TRAINING ... the "learning phase."” Once you move into the

reinforcement and proofing phase, the clicker loses it's benefits.

2.) The idea that "some methods work better for some dogs," is a falsehood. It stems from people who
are not completely competent in working with dogs.

Here's where the misperception comes in:
TRUTH: Some dogs are very soft. These dogs you will emphasize more praise and build them up. Use
of corrections are minimal, and depending upon the dog's temperament, may just be just a verbal

correction to be motivational.

MYTH: These dogs never need to be told when they do something wrong, therefore a "different
method" (i.e. clicker training) should be used. This is complete bunk.

Recognize that using a clicker as an event marker is not the "clicker training approach."

The clicker training approach requires that you keep your dog confined at all times that you are not
following him around this house with a clicker to reward the right behavior. This is why it works so well
with dolphins: Because they're confined in a small pool when they're not being trained.

In any event... I'm off on a tangent.

Using the clicker as ONE tool in your arsenal is fine. But using it to the exclusion of all the other tools at
your disposal and you're being blind.

To read more of my dog training ramblings, read about my book (click below): http://tinyurl.com/4efaq
Secrets of a Professional Dog Trainer!
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Author, "Secrets of a Professional Dog Trainer!" which you can read more about
at:http://tinyurl.com/4efaq
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