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A Consultant could be an Expert about Absolutely Anything

Calling yourself a "consultant" demands further clarification. A consultant who... What specific
problems do you handle? And who needs what you know? Everyone? (Never true) Businesses selling
to seniors? (A precisely defined niche) Success depends on how clearly you can define yourself and
what you offer. How easily can potential clients understand it?

You provide clients more than your expert knowledge and problem−solving skills. Your delivery style
(tricks) are every bit as valuable as your knowledge base. We all relate to some businesses (personally
and professionally) more effectively than to others. Great match−ups require something akin to a
mating call to help a consultant find and connect with ideal clients.

Every consultant is unique in important ways. Your challenge is to express those significant intangibles
−− so they set you apart from others using the same job title. Do clients understand what you can do
for them? How you're different from the competition? Why they'd prefer you?

Article Marketing is Your Ideal Stage

Whether you're selling a service, speaking or training, nothing persuades like offering a sample.
Writing articles that highlight your style and expertise does that for you. A meaty, 600 to 800 word
article is long enough to deliver a tangible taste.

Once it's widely posted, the message can be read by thousands. Some readers will search for what
else you've said, or click over to your website. Writing repeated in−depth articles further establishes
your niche, point of view, and expertise. They're building your name recognition and readership in short
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order.

Your stock−in−trade is information, so packaging it into articles makes you a content creator. The
Internet voraciously demands a steady diet of new material. Websites, ezines (and now blogs)
efficiently deliver ideas to targeted readers. But sad to say, too many articles consist of rehashed,
low−grade material. Stand out with fresh, professional−quality information. Being a cut above builds
respect and trust −− a must for doing business down the road.

Local Search can Further Define Your Market

Unlike a plumber or day care center, most consultants needn't be confined to the local arena. Your
Internet exposure connects you to a national or global audience, if that's your goal. But if your target
market is closer to home, articles still help to position you.

Recent research by The Kelsey Group show that 70% use the Internet to make local buying decisions.

And nowadays, 36% of search engine queries request local search results. That means the person
includes a geographic term in their search engine query. For example, a query with: "employee benefit
consultant" + Denver only lists the small pool of appropriate Denver providers.

Every consultant needs to make sure their information appears in local search queries,

http://www.yellowpagesage.com/localsearch.html

. The trend toward local search is growing quickly.

Businesses can easily be left out−−which makes them unfindable by online searchers. Who can afford
to miss 70% of their client base? Having your own website isn't necessary −− but still helpful for a
variety of reasons.

Potential Clients will Check You Out Online

Surveys reveal that over half of respondents consider search engines a better source of buying
information than Yellow Pages, newspapers or magazines. When someone enters your name or
company into Google (in quotes), what comes up?

It helps if your name is unusual. If not, follow up with "search within results" for a qualifier term (like
your specialty, "employee benefits") to find your cites.

In just a few moments, searchers get a picture of your professional standing and scope of recognition.
They're likely to be swayed by what they see. Who mentions you, and what are they saying? What
kinds of links come to your website? If you've been publishing articles, they'll also show up −−
enhancing your credibility and incoming links.

In my own case, a Google search for my name showed about 100 cites before I started article
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promotions. Now that's well over 3,000. So many cites boosted my website traffic and Page Rank as
well.

If you haven't gone "ego surfing" on Google for mentions of your name, you should. Because the public
will. Make sure there's plenty of stuff for them to find that does you proud.

Dr. Lynella Grant Consultant and Author − Promote yourself, business, website, or book with online
articles

http://www.promotewitharticles.com

Free how−to. Or let me write and submit your articles

online for you. No learning curves (719) 395−9450

Cozy And Warm Baby Blankets

By Jake M. Robinson

Expecting your first child? Or are you too concerned about your baby's health? You can wave away
some of your blues by getting that right blanket for the apple of your eye and watch your little ones
sleep comfortably.

Baby blankets are great gifts, whether you want to celebrate the arrival of a baby or a baby showering
event. Baby blankets come in all shapes, sizes and designs. Though newborns spend most of their
time sleeping but you must remember that they are very active even in their sleep, rolling to one side
then to the other. So it is advisable to buy a blanket wide enough to cover their territory. Babies grow
fast so you should also consider the length when buying. The length of your baby's blanket may not be
enough for the next season. Often blankets come with teddy bears and Mickey Mouse attached to
them. They may look nice but not always the most comfortable ones. Blankets with Disney characters
or your baby's favorite animation hero may be a good choice. You may also choose blankets that
match the color of your baby's room.

Baby blankets come in a variety of materials − satin, fleece, wool. When buying keep in mind that the
blankets should be plush, super soft, light and comfortable. Blankets should also be durable and last
long. Buy blankets that are easy to dry and do not lose shape, texture or color after repeated washes.
You can also buy blankets with beautifully designed embroidery or appliqué work or with laces and
trims. But care should be taken that these do not affect your baby's comfort.

You can buy blankets in various sizes depending on your need − for the bed, pram or car or blankets
that can be used for all. Babies are as unpredictable as the Wimbledon weather. It is important that you
have sufficient numbers so that you can grab a new one when the dirty ones are sent to the laundry.

Personalizing baby blankets by getting your baby's name or date of birth embroidered on the blankets
is also a great idea. For mothers who are more creative you can also sew the blankets on your own
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and add a personal touch. Care should be taken that the edges of the blankets are tight and secure
and no threads or trims have been set lose.

Jake M. Robinson writes on many interesting topics. For more info on baby blankets visit

http://1st−baby−blankets.info

and for personalized baby blankets try

http://best−baby−blankets.info

.

Check out

http://quality−seekers.info

for articles on other subjects.
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