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Content Management Systems and search engine optimization (SEO) used to be mutually exclusive
terms. But the SEO community has been driving the developers of Content Management Systems to
integrate more SEO-friendly methodology within their systems.

Content Management Systems (CMS) are a hot topic right now with many corporate websites are
turning to these systems to handle thousands of pages of dynamic data that they need to update
regularly. Content Management Systems allow information to be added, edited or deleted automatically
over the entire website. This can save hundreds of hours in manual updates. Pages of content are
generated on the fly using a template driven system.

When Content Management Systems were first developed, most had little regard for the requirements
of search engine optimization. For some Content Management Systems this still holds true. Most
CMS's, however, now have workarounds to accommodate those wanting to perform search engine
optimization on their websites. The workarounds in the Content Management Systems involve two
areas: writing search engine friendly URL's and creating individualized title and meta tags per page.

Writing Search Engine Friendly URL's

Some search engines (SE's) and directories like Google and Yahoo! can now read dynamic URL's but
there are still a fair amount which can't or can only partially read them. The SE's like to see pages that
have unique content per page and may limit the number of variable strings (i.e. ?, =. &) in a URL to
assure unique content.

By using a web server module called Mod_Rewrite it is possible to remove the stop characters from
the URL string, thus making it more SE—friendly. To do this you will need to add a rule to the .htaccess
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file. For more information, see the following article on the Apache website:
http://httpd.apache.org/docs-2.0/mod/mod_rewrite.html

Creating Individualized Title and Meta Tags

Some Content Management Systems such the latest release from Hot Banana Software boast full
integration with SEO performance such as offering Conversion Tracking tool, Robots.txt and Meta Tag
Management. Other CMS's such as PostNuke.com is struggling to catch up and offer workarounds to
make their system more flexible and SE-friendly.

PostNuke.com says that their next version (.8 release at this writing) will be fully SEO compliant. Until
then, they recommend the pnMeta module, which will give control over the title, keyword and
description tags over an individual page. Dynamically generated meta tag information, however, is not
recommended. For more information see: http://www.miragelab.com/News+article—sid—19.phtml

What Does CMS Mean For SEO's?

Search engine optimization experts and others using SEO techniques will need to work closely with
Webmasters and developers who use Content Management Systems on their web properties. This
collaborative effort is necessary to insure that URL's are SE-friendly and that unique title and meta tags
are severed up for each optimized page. A large website with tons of valuable content, should rank

well in the search engines according to the SE's guidelines and the CMS technology would do well not
to inhibit this, but rather would do well to promote good search engine rankings for large websites.
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Let Marketing Manage Your Website Content

By Carmelo Diaz

The definition of the phrase "Content Management" depends on what the organization may need or a
vendor may offer. There is no general purpose or standard content management system that can
satisfy today's diverse business needs across the board. And so, factors for successfully implementing

a content management system vary depending on individual business needs.

Conducting a thorough assessment of an organization's specific business application or processes
prior to installation is one of the keys to implementing a successful content management system. The
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use of content management systems or CMS could help businesses optimize their business in a way
that costumers respond positively to the site. This could ensure the proper handling of costumer's
correspondence documents, online insurance claims processing, accounts payables processing, or
other business processes specific to your business.

This serves best to medium and large business with big sites that contains thousands of dynamic
pages. They can properly manage the site without any hustle to the users.

| agree that if you want your website to become easier to users, managing it properly is the best way to
do it. It can surely give business benefits. These benefits could be, improved business efficiency or
reduced operation costs, accelerated exception handling, an expanded product or service offering and
a reduced operating risk.

| also consider that letting the content management system do the job for you can provide businesses
a more organized site that can give a better costumer satisfaction and profit.

Indeed this a great addition to what the services a websites gives.
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For questions and comments about the article you may contact Carmelo Diaz through The Digital
Printing Company Moderator at 310 575 4440 or visit http://www.digitalprintingcompany.com
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