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Cooking With Annie Dote
by Barbara Carr Phillips

The submission deadline to an anthology is looming and | want to write an essay for it. | take a seat at
my kitchen table, and begin flipping through my journals for inspiration.

"What are you looking for,” my husband asks. An innocent enough question.

"An anecdote," | reply.

"An Annie who?" he says, raising his eyebrows and casting a sideways glance at our teenage son. Our
son grins and chuckles softly, knowing his dad likes to tease me about writers and their mysterious
words and ways. | should have known.

"Not Annie, anec, an—ec—dote," | repeat. "Something | can build on to make a story."

"Uh-huh," he replies, "like a prescription or something?"

“No, not like a prescription. Well . . . kind of like a prescription, insofar as it relieves the dreaded
symptoms resulting from staring at a blank page.”

He and my son sigh in unison and grab a soda from the fridge. Thankfully, I'm saved-by-the-whistle.
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They disappear into the living room to watch the game, where they will discuss words and ways they
can relate to, like "rebound" and "three second rule,” (or is it five seconds? | don't know.)

What is an anecdote?

An anecdote is a short, entertaining account of an incident. Metaphorically speaking: an anecdote is
life. Life that contains laughter and tears, and most importantly, an anecdote is a moment in life worth
remembering.

When someone says, "l had a really great day," it doesn't mean everything about the day was really
great. But a few moments were. A great moment makes an entire day fun. A few shining moments over
a period of months can prompt us to say, "this is a great year" even though we've encountered losses,

sadness, anger and all kinds of other unpleasant circumstances.

A way to identify a good anecdote is to pay attention to another person's reaction when you are telling
them a story. For example, a few months ago | posted a little story on my mom's group list about a very
frustrating but humorous moment | had with my toddler. My e-mail inbox filled up quickly with
responses from other moms in the group who could relate to my saga and enjoyed the description of
the incident.

"Aha," | thought, "that writes."

That evening, | sat down at my computer. | copied the message | posted, added an introduction, a little
more background, a couple more related anecdotes and a conclusion. Then | e-mailed it to the editor
of an anthology. Less than twenty—four hours later, | received an e—mail response.

At first | was a little worried. | thought a response that speedy could only mean | forgot to attach the
manuscript. Or maybe she did receive it, and was promptly rejecting it.

| clicked on the e-mail and was happy to discover | received an acceptance. It's the first and last time
I've received such a quick response, but if | hadn't been perceptive about how enjoyable the little
anecdote was, | would have forgotten the incident completely and lost the story.

Keeping a personal journal is also a very effective way to capture your anecdotes until you can get
back to them. Find a journal that is small enough to carry in your purse or pocket, and take it with you
everywhere.

Record every interesting thing you hear, church sermons, funny things people say, lyrics to songs on
the radio. Pretty soon, it will become second nature, and people will begin to peer at you curiously and
say, "um, what are you writing in that little book?" They're worried you're taking notes about them, of
course.

Journals are the writer's cookbook. We store our delicious morsels of words in them until it's time to
write something nourishing. We may have lots of ideas, but if we don't record them, they are soon
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forgotten. Don't allow your writing to suffer from malnutrition. Take notes about your life!

May God bless you with the right anecdote to cure your blank page. And enough journals to keep you
well fed. Happy writing.

Barbara Carr Phillips, journaling instructor, believes dreams come true when you journal your way to
success. Visit http://www.journalworkshops.net to order your one—to—one journaling workshop or to sign
up for her free ezine.

Annie Tickets — A True Broadway Classic Returns
By Jay Nault

Annie tickets have moved beyond the simple aspect of seeing a Broadway show. This famous musical
has become a rite of passage for families everywhere, and Annie has inspired little girls all over the
world to sing, dance and dream big. Annie is a hero, and the show is returning to Broadway for what is
sure to be another successful run.

About the Story

Annie is a downtrodden little orphan girl whose life has been nothing but a run of hard luck. She is
poor, hungry and appears to have no hope for the future as the play opens. However, she has a
vibrant personality and a general spark that sets her apart from the typical orphan.

Annie is unhappy at this Depression Era orphanage, as Miss Hannigan, the owner of the orphanage, is
extremely cruel. However, Annie's luck changes when local billionaire Oliver Warbucks decides to host
a local orphan for Christmas. Annie is chosen as the guest, and she moves into the mansion for her
stay.

At first, Warbucks is rather cold towards Annie, but the two strengthen their bond through several
experiences. Eventually, Warbucks discovers Annie's broken locket, which she keeps as a promise
from her parents to come for her someday. When Warbucks attempts to replace the locket, he is
confused when Annie refuses to remove her keepsake, and she tells him why she keeps it.

Warbucks decides that he is going to use his influence to help Annie find her parents, and he takes
many steps towards doing so, including appearing on a radio program with Annie. Meantime, the plot's
conflict is revealed. It seems that Miss Hannigan and her conman brother have decided to try to fool
Warbucks into thinking that they are Annie's parents.

If you'd like to see how this intricate plot concludes, you need to secure Annie tickets to see for
yourself, as the story and the production has achieved legendary status for several reasons.

Adaptations

Annie has been such a success on stage that it has inspired several productions in other formats. A
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movie version of the story was produced and released in 1982, and it was such a success that a
sequel was produced for television in 1995. Another made—for—television film was put together and
aired in 1999, and as a result of this recent exposure, girls everywhere are clamoring for Annie much
like past generations.

If you want to see a true classic of theater and see a show that the entire family can enjoy, Annie
tickets are the perfect way to enrich your cultural memories.

Written by Jay Nault, sponsored by
. StubHub sells Annie tickets:
, Sports tickets, concert tickets, theater tickets and more to just

about any event in the world.
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