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Copyright In The Classroom
By Chad Criswell
Fact #1- The "Fair Use" part of the US Copyright Law says that in most cases you can allow your

students to use copyrighted material such as songs, photos, and other media as long as the finished
product is not going to be reproduced and distributed.

Fact #2- In real life (outside the classroom) doing the same thing is illegal and a violation of copyright
law punishable by fines and/or jail time.

Because of the latter | always recommend that teachers give their students the tools and information to
complete projects using free, public domain alternatives. Say for example you assign your students to
create a Power Point presentation on a specific topic. In the assignment you mandate that the
presentation must include at least one graphic on each slide relevant to this topic. Rather than allowing
the students to go out on the web and "steal" images from other sites, demonstrate how to find legal
content during your initial presentation. Such photos and other content are easy to find, just do a
Google search for "public domain photos," or "royalty free photos," for example. One of my personal
favorites is the Stock XChange but there are many others.

Another good alternative that some schools possess is a site license subscription to a clip art service.
For a flat fee schools and local area education agencies can purchase annual subscriptions to various
sites which allow their students and faculty with free, legal access to thousands of copyrighted photos
that can be used in most kinds of presentations without restriction. The site Clipart.com offers this type
of service.

Remember, while some sites openly allow you to use their images in any publication you choose,
others will restrict what you can use it for and how it can be reproduced. Always check the usage policy
or copyright policy on the site before using any images or other content in a presentation. By insisting
that your students follow these rules you are helping to instill a definite sense of right and wrong in
regard to this very "grey" issue.

Chad Criswell is a career music educator in northeast lowa. Mr. Criswell hosts a web site dedicated
specifically to music education topics of interest to students, parents, and teachers located at
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http://www.musicedmagic.com
. He is also the music appreciation section editor for

http://musicappreciation.suite101.com

A Latin Dictionary Saved My Life
By Martin Stoleman

In many ways, | have never been much of a student, especially if you are talking about being a student
within the confines of a classroom. I've always loved learning, don't get me wrong, but get me inside a
classroom for months on end and there is little that can be done to keep me interested in even the
most fascinating subjects. | have no real idea how | managed to make it through four years of college.
My Latin class in particular almost had the power to ruin my college career. | am convinced that | might
have quite school had it not been for my Latin dictionary. It saved my education, and hence, my life.

| realize the previous statement may sound extreme, but it is true. | was so fed up with the stresses of
my Latin class in college that | nearly dropped out of school. | guess | didn't have things in the best
perspective, but that is how deeply | was being affected by the class. In the sixth week of the fifteen
week class | called my father on the phone and finally told him of the truth of my current plight. He
simply listened and then laughed at me and muttered two words. "Latin dictionary," he said. | had no
idea how much | needed to hear those two words nor how much they would change my semester and
literally the rest of my life.

| have absolutely no idea why my Latin professor didn't suggest that | buy a Latin dictionary. I'm
actually a little bitter about it now that I think about it. Anyway, | rushed off to a bookstore the next day
and purchased the cheapest and biggest Latin dictionary | could find. | had little money, but | felt like
bigger must be better when it came to a dictionary.

Over the days and weeks ahead, | poured over that dictionary as | studied for my Latin class. Having
that resource taught me an amazing amount that | just wasn't getting in the classroom. | pulled my
grade up from a failing score to a B in the remaining weeks of the class. But that's not all that
happened: | had a renewed love of learning. Yes, the Latin dictionary was responsible for my pursuit of
learning and of new knowledge in many areas. It did little to make me enjoy time in a classroom, but it
did inspire me to pursue many of the things | now love.

Martin Stoleman is a writer that credits his college diploma and many other things to his Latin
dictionary. See

http://www.funlatindictionary.info

to learn more for yourself.
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