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Precious, brilliant and expensive−−why wouldn't diamonds be a girl's best friend? When giving the most
significant gift of a lifetime, most men, and even the women who receive them, know precious little
about diamonds. By the time they're old and experienced enough to know about cut, shape, grade,
brilliance, color, weight, and setting, they already have the diamond of a lifetime. Crack the vocabulary,
and you'll be on your way to purchasing your first diamond with confidence.

The Four Cs

Diamonds are not created equally! "The Four Cs of Diamonds"−− cut, clarity, color, and carat
determine diamond grade. A diamond certificate accompanies each diamond and includes grades for
each of the four Cs as documented by a gemologist. Learn what these terms mean to avoid that "deer
in the headlights" look when the jeweler uses these terms.

Cut refers to the physical cut, not the shape of the diamond, and it affects the brilliance of the diamond.
If the cut is too shallow or too deep, the refraction of the light detracts from the brilliance. Grades for
cut, from best to worst, include Ideal, Premium, Very Good, Good, Fair and Poor. The Ideal grade
applies exclusively to round diamonds.

Clarity measures the purity of the diamond. Most diamonds include some flaws, called inclusions. All
but the rare flawless diamonds contain inclusions of varying number and size. The Clarity grade
measures the purity of the diamond, the relative absence of flaws. Clarity grades the appearance
under 10X magnification. Top grades include F (flawless−−forget it, you'll never see this), IF (internally
flawless, you'll never afford it), VVS1−VVS2 (very, very slightly flawed−−not we're getting a little more
realistic), VS1−VS2 (very slightly flawed), and SI1−SI2 (slightly flawed). All but the VS1−VS2 and
SI1−SI2 diamonds contain flaws that are invisible or barely visible under 10X magnification. Lesser
grades include I1− −I3 (flawed and obvious without magnification). If price is a consideration, then
invisible to the naked eye is a reasonable tradeoff.
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Color actually refers to the absence of color in diamonds. The finest diamonds are colorless, which
allows them to absorb and reflect more light, displaying more brilliance. White diamonds range from ice
white to light yellow. Color is graded on a scale from D−Z, with D−grade diamonds being colorless and
Z−grade diamonds containing the most color. Grades G−J are near colorless to the human eye, and
offer the best value for the money.

Carat refers to weight. Because large diamonds are extremely rare, the price rises exponentially rather
than arithmetically according to carat weight.

Each of the four Cs affects price. Once you set a budget, determine the attributes most important to
you and select your diamond according to your preferences.

Learn a few more simple terms, and you're well on your way to demystifying the world of diamonds and

carrying on a conversation with your jeweler that will turn the heads of less astute shoppers.

Shape also affects price, but only in terms of "shape appeal," how pleasing the shape is to the naked
eye. By far, the most popular shape is the Round diamond, and it's the most expensive as well. Fancy
shapes such as Emerald, Marquis, Pear, Heart, Oval, Radiant and Princess, are less expensive than
Round diamonds. Side by side, fancy diamonds look larger than Round diamonds of equal carat
weight. If you want something out of the ordinary, a fancy shape might be right for you.

Facets refer to the flat, polished surfaces of the diamond. The round diamond checks in at 58 facets,
the most facets of all the shapes. The most important facet is the top or Table facet−−the largest facet.
Diamonds cut to perfection enable the facets to refract the light brilliantly.

Settings should enhance the brilliance and size of the stones, not detract from them. The range of
choices is stunning, from the metal to the prong display. Even more than shape, the setting reflects
your personal preference and style.

Now that you understand the clandestine vocabulary of diamonds, you can relax and have fun while
selecting that one−of−a−kind, perfect diamond for you.

M J Plaster is a successful author who provides information on shopping online for

,

, and

. M J Plaster has been a commercial freelance writer for almost two

decades, most recently specializing in home and garden, the low−carb lifestyle, investing, and anything
that defines la dolce vita.
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Pink Diamonds: A Girl's Best Friend?

By Roger Wembley

I've got a confession to make. I am a man and I like diamonds. I know what you are thinking: that I'm
Liberace. Well, no. I'm not Liberace. I don't even play the piano. But I like diamonds just as much as
anyone else. However, one of the things I noticed is that online, it is very difficult to find information on
pink (and other colored) diamonds.

Let's take a look at a whole bunch of reasons that pink diamonds are considered some of the nicest
diamonds on the face of the earth and why people go to extremes to buy them.

1) Rarity. Nothing has really changed all that much in the last 100 years. People still like rare items for
the very fact that they are rare. If no one else has something, then people are much likely to want it.
Call it attention, call it what you will, but rare items always seem to be much more valuable than plane
items. The same holds true with jewelry and pink diamonds are no exception. Pink diamonds are fairly
rare items to get a hold of. Pink diamonds are off color: nature doesn't seem make them that often.
However, man has altered diamonds, and man made (or man altered) pink diamonds can be found
being offered by different jewelers. They won't sell for nearly the price that natural pink diamonds will,
but they exist.

2) Style. Pink diamonds have been seen in recent years being sported by J Lo and some of the most
famous celebrities in the world. They are definitely in with the in crowd. Given that pink diamonds are in
style, you can expect to pay a little bit more for them as well. We don't think that pink diamonds are
going to go out of style anytime soon, so if you are shopping for them, don't be surprised to see a high
price tag given the amount of celebrities who love them these days.

3) Luxury. Pink diamonds are still diamonds. And people love luxury items as much as they ever did.
Pink can stand for luxury. Diamonds spell luxury. The two combine to give quite a fancy name to
themselves.

These 3 point are merely introductory: learn how to pros buy pink diamonds. Find out how to do it
correctly and save a bundle.

Roger Wembley is author of "How to Buy Pink Diamonds." Pick up your copy at

.
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