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Deciphering Pet Food Ingredient Labels
By Pam Stall
You are what you wolf down. Presumably, also goes for your American Eskimo Dog . Therefore,

how'd you such as to be a, "meat by—product?" Well, of course you wouldn't, and the dog food secrets
team'd be willing to bet your certainty of that need not even be matched by your familiarity with the
downright "by—product” realm. It definitely sounds nasty, doesn't it?

Many breeds, including Caucasian Mountain Dog, Golden Retriever or McNab can be fussy eaters, so
choosing Contents is important.

But what is this downright "by—product” business all about? Unfortunately, that's definitely it —— business.
By—products are generally defined as animal parts that are not fit for human consumption, such as
bones, organs, blood, fatty tissue and intestines. Thus, in essence, someone got the great idea to
process all the leftover garbage in on the meatpacking plant & call it, "Dog food."

And, if that alone wasn't worst enough, the offal is prepared in on varying degrees of nauseating. For
example, while "chicken by—product" may encompass heads, necks, feet & intestines, at the very least,
all the parts has to come from chicken. Also is true for lamb by—products, beef by—products, etc.

Are you happy to know your Sage Koochee or American Eskimo Dog is eating this muck?

The "meat" umbrella, however, invites a entire other ballgame. A closer look there can unearth zoo
animals, road kill, & so—called, "4-D livestock" (dead, diseased, disabled and dying). It includes, but is
not limited to, lungs, spleen, kidneys, brain, livers, blood, bone, fatty tissue, and stomachs & intestines
freed of their contents. Much to our relief, it doesn't include hair, horns, teeth & hoofs. Meat byproducts
are not meat. They can include almost any installment of the animal other than meat. Because any
mammal bag be used, cheaper meats such as horse, pig, or goat are often included.

Of course, whether it be Mudgee, Durham city or Barnsley.. it's all the same stuff.

Similarly, "poultry by—products" should not be confused with "chicken by—products.” The origin container
be any fowl (turkeys, ducks, geese, buzzards, etc.), instead of a single source, similar to chicken.
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Let's hope fido doesn't hear about this!

Yes, navigating the pet food label Contents lists parcel can be a slippery excursion. Readily
available—brand pup foods are not beholden to similar FDA labeling requirements as patients foods, but
federal standards are governed by the FDA's Center for Veterinary Medicine (CVM). Furthermore,
some states as well enforce their own labeling regulations, lots of adopting model canine feed
regulations established by the Association of American Intake Control.

Officials (AAFCO). Yet, the info provided tends to be vague & often outright misleading.

Would you believe "Lamb & Rice Canine food" and "Lamb & Rice Dinner For Dogs" denote two entirely
different ingredient lists, and very distinctive applicable regulations pertaining to their listings? Did you
know, under the "Flavor Rule" governing canine feed ingredient lists, "Beef Flavor Pet feed" might not
necessarily contain any beef?

It may be you are thinking the safe route would be to spend a little further & subscribe to your brand's
“premium," "super—premium," "ultra—premium" or "gourmet” offerings. You may be shocked to discover
that these pet feeds are not necessarily any different to or above quality Ingredients, nor are they held

up to any above nutritional standards than any other complete and balanced products.

Learning to decipher canine feed labels packaging may be contemplated an art form unto itself. For the
health of your chihuahua, let us give you the basic tools you need to master that art form.

To learn more about dog food ingredients, visit
http://www.willyourdogdienext.com

or see our full list of
http://mww.willyourdogdienext.com/sitemap.html

articles.

Organic Dog Food and Making the Right Choice

By Hanif Khaki

So what's the deal with Organic dog food?

As you know, dog food is available in a wide variety of colours, sizes, flavors, and shapes. The real
distinction is obviously the ingredients contained in the products. You may be surprised to know that
the ingredient list on dog food labels reads very much like human junk food. Some ingredients are
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even difficult to pronounce and are borrowed from medical encyclopedias. Then of course there are
dog foods that are teeming with artificial ingredients, additives and preservatives that can be harmful to
pets. So just what is "Spot" to do when it comes to healthy eating?

Many pet owners are discovering organic dog foods to feed their pets. Just as we humans are
conscious of what we put into our bodies, these pet owners take that same consciousness and use it to
make wiser decisions about not including chemicals in their dogs' diets. Organic dog treats are the next
best thing to all natural dog food, as they are free of the pesticides and insecticides that are present in
many foods.

Be aware of food labels however, as they can be very confusing. Natural dog food is not the same as
"organic"dog food and this can be quite misleading for many. The fact is, "natural” foods are not held to
the same higher standard as "organic" foods. The USDA must certify a food as organic, in order for the
food to be labelled as such. Natural dog treats are considerably less costly than their organic
counterparts, and as such are not deemed as reliable. Natural foods do however guarantee the
absence of food colouring and additives such as sodium metabisulfite or ethoxyquin, which are
allergens linked to allergies, cancer and even brain damage.

Even though organic food servings are pricier and contain about half the amount of food in volume
compared to non—organic food, dogs are reportedly more satisfied with the lesser amount due to the
purity of the healthier ingredients contained. This makes the organic and non—organic dog foods very
comparable in price.

The bottom line is that choosing to feed your dog organic food instead of the preservative and
chemically rich non—organic food can definitely go a long way in helping your dog live a more healthy
and troublefree life free of allergies, skin ailments, diabetes and cancer. An added benefit may be the
lower veterinary bills brought on by your healthier dog.

For further information on this topic, be sure to consult the many resources available to you online.
Enjoy your dog in good health!

Hanif Khaki is the acclaimed author of numerous health related articles and the founder of the popular
pet resource site

www.dog-treats.inform—about.com
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