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Denia In Spain And Its Enchantments
By Rob Carlton
Denia, on the Costa Blanca of Spain has always been strategically located on the skirt of the

Montgo hills, dominated by a castle which was once an Arab fortress, right on the Mediterranean Sea.
Dianium was its first name given to it by the Romans owing to the fact that there was a temple nearby
which had been dedicated to Diana. The Greeks seem to be the first tourists in 6 B.C. and staying for a
while because of its climate, very similar to that of Greece, giving it the name of Hemeroscopeion. But
as we have seen in many other places in Spain, the Arabs were the ones who stayed the longest and
who really populated the area, converting it in the capital of the region of the Caliph of Cordoba. After
the expulsion of the Moors, this city suffered terribly both economically and in population. But it made
its comeback with the production and exportation of raisins, mainly to England. But unfortunately this
has decreased considerably both in Denia (

http://www.alicante—spain.com/denia.html

) as well as in

Javea. But a city does not die out that easily and it has made itself into an important tourist area.
Dianium, better known as Denia

Other than having been renovated and made into a modern city dealing with a large number of tourists
who are looking for cheap flights and good hotels, Denia has still conserved its old quarters and
neighbourhoods such as Les Roques found at the bottom of the castle, The Baix la Mar ( down near
the sea) located in the fishermen's neighbourhood or the Cross Square ( Plaza de la Creu) where you
can rest for awhile to have a snack , lunch or dinner while you glance at the Mediterranean Sea. Along
the Cervantes Promenade you can find terraced cafeterias or restaurantes where it is very typical to
eat 'tapas’ or small portions of seafood, ham or different omelettes and refresh your dry mouth with
cold Spanish beer or delicious wines. You can even try typical dishes from other cities or surrounding
towns like Torrevieja, Altea, Murcia and Calpe. But being as these places are not very far away, and
the scenery is quite nice, it would be recommendable to do a car hire and go for seeing is believing.
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Back to the old quarters where the Mayor and Loreto streets are, you will see pretty neolassical
buildings which belong to the upper Valencian class people. The Town Hall dates to the 17th century,
the Saint Mary Assumption Church on Vila Vella street goes back to the 16th c. There are also two
museums— The Archaeological Museum which has a great number of remains of all the different
cultures which has invaded this area and can be seen at the same time as you acquire your entrance
ticket to the castle. It is open from 10 to 1'30 and from 5 til 8, closed on Thursdays. And the
Ethnological Museum on Cavallers Street no. 1 which deals with the times when the raisin business
was at its best. It is open from 10'30 to 1 and from 4 until 7, closing on Mondays and Sunday
afternoons.

Fun in the Sun in Denia

One of the most looked for characteristics of this big town is its beaches and coves. Heading towards
the south to a rocky coastal area called Les Rotes, there is a group of small coves where scuba-diving
and fishing fans hang out. To the north of the town, the there are sandy beaches like Els Palmars or
las Marinas and not very deep waters— ideal for family outings. Other than the well known Fallas, also
done in denia and the Moor and Christian parade, Denia has a very original feast honouring its patron
saint ( Santisima Sangre ) the first 15 days in July called ' Bulls into the water'. Where else can you
become a bullfighter overnight? Denia like many other coastal towns can give you full satisfaction with
all your holidays needs.

Robert Carlton released a lot of articles for

http://www.alicante—spain.com

a website on the spanish

Costa Blanca and Alicante region. Amongst his works he is publishing about topics from Denia

http://www.alicante—spain.com/denia.html

to local spanish cuisine and travel tips.

Car Hire Adds More To Alicante As A Holiday Destination
By Mr Hanna

Alicante is perhaps best known for its airport and tens of thousands of holiday makers from across
Europe will be travelling through the terminus on their way to established resorts such as Benidorm.
Most visitors to this region of Spain will visit Alicante twice - on arrival and on departure. The region
itself has a preconception of sand and sea but looking beyond the obvious and exploring further can
reveal some hidden treasures for the more inquisitive traveller.
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In short, Alicante is a good base for a more subtle holiday in the Costa Blanca. The attractions of the
beaches and coast are a given in this area of Spain, but Alicante avoids the trappings of bright lights
and nightlife so personified by its' neighbours. Alicante is an upmarket town built around a modernised
marina and provides a pleasant base to move around the wider Costa Blanca region - an area that has
much appeal for the more discerning traveller.

In Alicante itself, the old quarter and beach front rival those of any coastal town or city in Spain. Old
and new merge well with sympathetic regeneration of the area appealing to high end travellers looking
to avoid the trappings of nearby Benidorm and Denia. Outside of the town itself, the old towns of the
Costa Blanca region (

http://www.costablanca.org

) are a typical Spanish mix of Christian and Moorish

architecture personified in the renowned church at Altea - one of the most symbolic sights in the
region.

Exploring the Costa Blanca can be a rewarding experience and south of Alicante lie Murcia and
Valencia - a thriving modern city with a strong historic and cultural backbone. Driving in the region is
itself an attraction with meandering costal roads spattered with high cliffs and sandy beaches and
alcoves. A good way to explore the region is to find car hire in Alicante (
http://www.easycar.com/car—hire/location/Alicante.aspx/EN

).

Back in Alicante, the range of hotels, restaurants and bars can be relied upon to while away the
evening hours and the boardwalk and marina offer pleasant strolling opportunities and regular on street
entertainment. Travelling through the Costa Blanca on your own terms proves to be a world away from
the preconception of the region typified by Alicantes noisy and often garish neighbours.

Michael is a keen writer, and internet marketer living in Scotland: Contact details: E-mail:
samgam@googlemail.com

Phone: 0131 561 2251 Michael's Website:

http://www.gransha—taxi.co.uk
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