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Detroit Schools Excel In National Competitions

By Stacy Andell

Schulze Elementary, representing the Detroit Schools, has won several awards, in this year's

Academic Games Leagues of America Competition. The elementary school had several teams
competing in the Academic Games Leagues of America Competition. Both team and individual awards
were given for performance. The teams have won state awards at the Michigan League of Academic
Games competition held in Grand Rapids and the Academic Games Leagues of America Competition
held in Eatonton, Georgia. Three teams received awards in the state level, Team Unbelievable, Team
Unpredictable, and Team Small Wonders. Team Unpredictable members were Kiara Chatman, Tierra
Holland, Toria Holland, Ahmed Patterson, and Chaves Wesley. Team Unbelievable members were
D'Lante Boyce, Dantez Boykin, Anesha Hamlin, Royal Maxwell, and Bhe'Anna Thomas. Team Small
Wonders' team captain was Kambria Chatman.

Team Unpredictable is the State Champions in the Wff n' Proof Game, First Place in the Elementary
Division in the On−Words Game, Third Place in the Elementary Division in the On−Sets Game and
Honorable Mention in Propaganda. Team Unbelievable won Second Place in Elementary Division for
the On−Words Game and Team Small Wonders won First Place in Elementary Division for the Minor
Equations Game. Team Unpredictable went on to compete and win several awards at the Academic
Games Leagues of America Competition. They won team awards in the following: Second Place in
On−Sets Game and Wff n' Proof Game, Third Place in Propaganda and Overall Math, and Second
Place in Best Overall Team in the Elementary Division. Team Unpredictable' team members also
received some individual awards. In the Wff n' Proof Game the First Place Individual winner was Tierra
Holland and the Second Place Individual winner was Chaves Wesley. The Detroit Schools are proud at
how well they were represented.

Academic Games Leagues of America

The Academic Games Leagues of America is a non−profit organization founded in 1991 to encourage
and conduct academic games competition at the local and national level. There are currently state
chapters in Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Michigan, North Carolina, Pennsylvania and West Virginia.
Detroit Schools is an active member in both the state and national organizations. The academic games
are designed to create situations where students must attempt to outthink each other in the fields of
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mathematics, language arts and social studies. Game types include games Equations On−Sets, and
LinguiSHTIK require a kit in which cubes are rolled and played on a board and games Presidents,
World Events and Propaganda involve students answering questions read by a central reader.

The Crocket Career Technical Center Competes at the Michigan State Health Occupations Students of
America Conference

Twenty−one students from Detroit Schools participated in and competed in the Michigan State Health
Occupations Students of America Conference held in Traverse City. The students represented Detroit
Schools in competition involving various health related competitive games with students form other
Michigan State Health Occupations Students of America groups. Health Occupations Students of
America is a national student organization endorsed by the U.S. Department of Education and the
Health Science Technology Education Division of ACTE. HOSA provides a unique program of
leadership development, motivation, and recognition exclusively for secondary, postsecondary, adult,

and collegiate students enrolled in HSTE programs. Awards won by Detroit Schools' students include:
Tellyah Kennedy in Category II Health Occupation Skills Events; Pricilla Hill, Devonte Glass, Deangalo
Jones, Lisa Jenkins, Shellee Shepherd, Candace Johnson, and Kamesha Smith in Category II
Individual Leadership Events. Detroit Schools proved to be quite strong at this year's Michigan State
Health Occupations Students of America Conference.

Stacy Andell is a staff writer for Schools K−12, providing free, in−depth reports on all U.S. public and
private K−12 schools. For more on Detroit schools visit

http://www.schoolsk−12.com/Michigan/Detroit/index.html

Detroit Schools Has A Difficult Start To The 2006−2007 School Year

By Stacy Andell

Detroit Schools' Teachers Delay School Starts with Strike

There has been a slow and turbulent start to the Detroit Schools ' new school year. In a battle over
contracts, some 7,000 teachers and 2,000 staff members refused to start school in September. These
contract disagreements lead finally to a court battle. The contract disagreement began on August 28
after the Teachers Union rejected a two year contract that included salary cuts of 5% and increased
health insurance co−payments. Detroit Schools wants an $88 million concession from the Detroit
Schools' Teachers' Union to help with the $105 million deficit to its $1.36 billion budget.

On September 16, Detroit Circuit Court Judge Susan Borman ordered that the 7,000 striking Detroit
Schools' teachers return to work. After this order, Detroit Teachers' Union president Janna Garrison
read the order aloud to 3,000 Detroit Federation of Teachers members but did not comment or give
any instructions as to whether the order should be obeyed. The vast majority of the teachers did not
return to work.
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Detroit Schools' spokesman Lekan Oguntoyinbo stated that under state law teachers who defied the
order could face penalties which include fines and other actions. Oguntoyinbo said that Detroit Schools
would go back to the courts and request that the order be enforce. As of the 18th of September,
teachers had not returned and Detroit Schools has not decided what action it would take.

On the official first day of school, the 130,000 students in the Detroit Schools were greeted by their
teachers not in the classroom but protesting outside. The picketing teachers were most of the teachers,
only about 9% of Detroit Schools had returned to work. The Detroit Schools Board of Education
worried that the strike would cause students to pull out of the Detroit schools and that their families will
leave the city, however most parents support the teachers.

Detroit Schools' Teachers Return to Work

Even though the contract issues have not been fully resolved but the Teachers' Union has announced
that the teachers returned to work on September 20. This was mainly due to pressures from the court
and not due to reconciliation between the Detroit Schools and the teachers.

Many Union members, parents and other supporters of the teachers do not want the issue to remain
tabled. These supporters want the Detroit Schools system revised. They claim the administration is top
heavy and each position should be justified in some way. Others want the Detroit Schools to consider
the consolidation of schools. This idea has fewer supporters because it would involve school closures
that would greatly affect parents and neighborhoods. Even though this would be the most drastic of the
possible ways to change the Detroit Schools, it may be the most cost effective. Like all issues there are
many sides. Some wish the Detroit Schools top be run more like a business, which would include
offering teacher buyouts, others believe education should be the main focus no matter what the costs.

Patricia Hawke is a staff writer for Schools K−12, providing free, in−depth reports on all U.S. public and
private K−12 schools. For more information on Detroit schools visit

http://www.schoolsk−12.com/michigan/detroit/index.html
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