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Diagnosing & Treating Feline Diabetes

By A. Pruder

Believed to effect 1 in 400 cats, feline diabetes often presents itself with symptoms that are very

similar to those found in humans. The good news is that feline diabetes is treatable and does not
necessarily mean a shorter life span or lesser quality of life for cats. In many cases, early and effective
treatment of feline diabetes may even lead to a complete remission, which means that a cat will not
continue to need insulin injections.

Early detection of feline diabetes is critical to a cat's health. If left untreated, this illness can lead to
weakness in the legs, malnutrition, dehydration and possibly even death. The symptoms of feline
diabetes are gradual and may manifest themselves over a period of several weeks. Typically, feline
diabetes if not found in cats that are under 7 years of age. The first signs are likely to be a sudden
weight loss or gain. In addition, excessive drinking and urination may be accompanied by an sudden
increase in, or loss of, appetite. The next symptom of feline diabetes may be the back legs growing
increasingly weak.

Once any of the aforementioned signs begin to surface, it's time to take your pet to the veterinarian for
the appropriate tests. If feline diabetes is confirmed, one of the most important treatment methods will
be that of a well−balanced diet. Based upon your cat's needs, the veterinarian will recommend a diet
and nutrition plan, which can be utilized in addition to regular insulin injections. Oral medications are
also often prescribed in place of injections, but pills are often thought to cause liver damage or possibly
even a remission reversal in cats. Therefore, most pet owners opt for insulin injections for the most
effective treatment of feline diabetes.

While in treatment, it is important that cats be taken to the veterinarian for regular checkups and to
monitor their health and dietary habits. If this illness is not treated properly or if their diet is not closely
monitored, your pet may end up hospitalized. When dealing with feline diabetes, there is no room for
error and pets must be closely supervised to make sure that they are eating right and gradually
beginning to regain their strength.

The information in this article is intended for informational purposes only. It should not be considered
as, or used in place of, medical advice or professional recommendations for the diagnosis or treatment
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of feline diabetes. If necessary, individuals should take their pet to a licensed veterinarian for further
information regarding feline diabetes, including a proper diagnosis and treatment.

To find out more about feline diabetes, please visit our website at

http://www.feline−diabetes−facts.info

.

It contains tons of free feline diabetes articles, resources and tips.

Feline Diabetes Is Not A Cat And Mouse Game!

By Ashish Jain

Your pet is caught in a serious type of disease!

And do not be under the impression that this disease is the 'privilege' of human beings alone!

Feline Diabetes is one of the most common feline endocrine diseases. Its direct link is to the high
carbohydrate diet of dry food. Many canned foods contain too many carbohydrates, which your cat
may eat with great speed and gusto; but your poor choices, will definitely damage the health of your
pet. Cats by nature are obligate carnivores and their system, as created by the nature is not suitable
for a carbohydrate diet. Just don't put anything and everything before your cat. Understand its
requirements, from its biological point of view. Feline Diabetes is not a cat and mouse game.

Cats and insulin shots...sounds odd? But, it's true.

If the diabetic condition in your cat is a longstanding one, then insulin shots are necessary. Once you
start giving it the low carbohydrate diet, and once the cats recoup their original health, no further insulin
shots are required.

"Feeding a diabetic cat with a high−carbohydrate diet is analogous to pouring gasoline on a fire and
wondering why you can't put it out."

There are two types of diabetes − Type I and Type II. Type II is the more common, both in humans and
in cats. But the cat has a unique metabolism.

Cats are obligate carnivores and are adapted to consume a diet that is high in protein, moderate in fat,
and include a very small amount of carbohydrates (roughly 3 to 5%). Since nature designed them thus,
cats do not have many of the important enzymes that are necessary to process these types of foods.

So, it is not sufficient that you love your cat. You have to understand the cat and its food habits! The
food you give to your cat can put it in its grave!
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Ashish Jain writes about many topics. For more information on diabetes visit

http://www.diabitieslife.com

and for additional diabetes articles visit the main articles page:

http://www.diabitieslife.com/index.html

To comment on this article visit:

http://www.diabitieslife.com/diabetes
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