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Different Ways Artists Can Use Lyrics

By Joseph Kenny

Often times music lyrics are simply used to create catchy words that people hear. These words are

designed to appeal and convince people to buy CDs and attend concerts of a certain artist. There are
other reasons, however, that artists choose their lyrics as they do. Lyrics are heard by all of an
artistï¿½s audience and can occasionally be beneficial to a cause or an idea. This article will explore
the different reasons artists create lyrics in the way that they do.

A common usage of lyrics in this day and age is to critique the current state, or even form, of
government in a country. It is quite common for folk of any nationality to be unhappy with their
governing powers for one reason or another. In the United States there is much concern over the way
President Bush has handled the issues of terrorism, oil, and even immigration in recent days. Rather
than coming out publicly with speeches, many artists hide messages of their disgust into their lyrics.
Often times people will hear their message more often and more clearly through music than in a boring
speech in which people can simply change the channel. A musical group who created these type of
lyrics often was Rage Against the Machine, although they have been broken up for quite some time
now.

Lyrics can also be used to reminisce about good times or bad times had as a child or teenager. Often
times these years are the ones that shape a person and who he or she is going to be when they grow
up. So it makes sense that as an adult, many artists feel the need to pay homage to this crucial part of
their life. Many of these songï¿½s lyrics focus in on past relationships long forgotten, good times had
with best friends, and even sometimes traumatic experiences with abusive or uncaring parents or
relatives. Whatever the topic is, being able to sing about their past memories allows artists to release
whatever emotion they are feeling.

Of course it would be a mistake to claim all lyrics are meaningful and are made with some ulterior
message underneath. Often times artists are simply looking for songs to make them more money and
just garble together some nonsense about dancing and making money into a song. While these lyrics
certainly do not have any real positive message, most of the time, they are still among the most
popular of the youth today. There is no real problem with this, however, as kids shouldnï¿½t be worried
about deep meanings at every point of their life. They should be able to feel good about themselves
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and have fun for no reason when they are young!

Song lyrics are something that almost every genre of music has, and it is important to realize that some
songs are made with interior meanings. Without recognizing that a song may mean more than simply
the words it displays from the exterior, it is easy to overlook an artistï¿½s true creation and art and to
give them less credit than they deserve.
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I'll choose rap over hip hop any day: Rap lyrics keep it real

By Syd Johnson

I'll choose rap over hip hop any day: Rap lyrics keep it real by Syd Johnson

If you listen to rap music on a regular basic you will notice the stark differences between rap lyrics and
hip hop lyrics. It is widely known that rap came up from the streets where the artists would use their
rhyming skills to tell the world about their sense of isolation and not being part of the American
mainstream.

Hip hop lyrics from the same place, but this time it was middle class children who did not like how they
were treated as their families moved into the suburbs and edge cities.

So what happened?

Along the way, hip hop went mainstream as it was cleaner and dance friendly. Hip hop lyrics made
their way from the streets, to the clubs, to MTV and finally to the top of the music charts. Rap lyrics
remained where they began, as the music of the down trodden and this gives emerging artists the
freedom to experiment without worrying about their best camera angle.

You can still get a good rap album onto the charts with very little time on MTV.

How do rap artists maintain such complete control over their music:
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1. Rap lyrics are seen as more raw so the artists can get away with more explicit and sensitive
subjects. Whether it's gangs, drugs, homophobia, or domestic violence, rappers have total creative
freedom to address taboo subjects with out turning off their fans.

2. Rap lyrics are mostly created by individual artist and not song writing committees. An artist could
free style in person or on paper. It doesn't matter because you don't get the huge song writing teams
that dominate pop, country and even hip hop music.

3. Rap lyrics are not music reliant. They actually sound better without huge overpowering beats behind
them. Most professional rappers do their best work when they have mike without any musical
accompaniment

4. Rap lyrics are not easily recycled since they are based on personal rather than universal
experiences. The original lyrics can touch the audience but it is not easily transferred from one artist to
another. Rappers can inject pieces of their personality, family history, educational background and
more into their songs.

Of course, you can put samples into hip hop or pop songs, but it is very different for a middle class
thirteen year old to remake your song and not sound like an idiot.

In the end, I still listen to all types of music. It's just that when it comes to originality and raw musical
styles, I'll take rap lyrics over hip hop.

This article may be freely distributed as long as there's an active link to http://www.rapidlingo.comSyd
JohnsonEditor
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