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Direct Email Marketing Made Easy

By Robert Burko

Forget direct email marketing for a second, and tell me if this has ever happened to you. You go

outside and open your mailbox. You get the usual: bills, bank statements, maybe a phoney
million−dollar offer. But then, in the middle of it all, you see an envelope from your favourite restaurant.
"Thanks for being a loyal customer," it says. "Next time you come by, let us treat you to a free dessert."

Now I'm not exactly the coupon−clipping kind of guy, but when I run into an offer that's so relevant to
me, I simply can't resist it. Millions of you are like that too. And guess what? Millions of you check your
email more often than your actual mailboxes.

That's where direct email marketing comes in. Forget spam. Spam's just the phoney million−dollar
offer, and direct email marketing is miles away from that. Direct email marketing is reaching the right
customers, with the right offers.

Let's go back to that coupon you received from your favourite restaurant, and let's think about it from
the restaurant's point of view. If you clip that coupon and come into the restaurant, their direct
marketing efforts were successful.

However, to get that coupon into your hands, the restaurant had to pay for printing, buy and stuff
envelopes, address them to you and then pay for postage. And chances are the restaurant hired
someone to do the printing, maybe someone else to the design, the envelope stuffing, etc. If you've
ever sent flyers or coupons in the mail, you'll know it's both expensive and time−consuming.

Here's the beauty of direct email marketing. First of all, direct email marketing programs are packaged
so you can do it yourself. The emails are all pre−designed, and the backend is already taken care of for
you. All you have to do is sit on your computer for about 10 minutes and click a few buttons. There's no
postage, no stuffing, no expensive printing fees.

And as small business owners have begun to discover the power of email, many direct email marketing
programs are now built for non−technical folk. So even if all you can do on your computer is check your
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email and browse the web, you can still be an expert in these programs right away.

What's more is you'll still get access to the most advanced functionality. Let's get back into the
restaurant owner's shoes. We've just sent a Free Dessert email coupon to all the customers who filled
out our customer satisfaction survey and gave us their email addresses. We also included a "Forward
to a Friend" link, so our customers can email the Free Dessert coupon to their friends.

Now (and here comes my favorite part about direct email marketing), we can go into the Reports and
Stats section of our direct email marketing program and get deep into our campaign. We can see
exactly who opened our messages, and when they did it. We can even see who forwarded their
coupons to their friends.

And we don't have to stop there. We can group all our readers who forwarded their coupons to a friend
and offer them an extra incentive (We know they like to tell their friends about us, so why not offer

them 25% Off when they bring in two or more friends?).

Information is power, and direct email marketing is one of the most effective ways to gather that
information and put it to good use. So next time you get that flyer for your favorite restaurant, think
about how much unnecessary money and time that restaurant owner is spending. Think about how
much information he's missing out on, and think about how much better things would be if he sent that
flyer through direct email marketing.

Robert Burko is president and CEO of

direct email marketing

service provider Elite Email Marketing.

Join the thousands of businesses around the globe that create, send and track their email marketing
campaigns with Elite's powerful, self−service direct email marketing program, part of the

Elite Business

network. Visit us for a free trial.

Direct Mailing: Is It Still Effective?

By Gabriel Adams

Direct mail, or marketing by snail mail, is an oft forgotten marketing method - after all, email is quicker,
easier, and much less expensive. There are many businesses that now use email exclusively, and do
not use snail mail for marketing purposes.
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But I believe that these businesses are missing out on a piece of their pie. Actually, they are leaving a
piece of their pie for other marketers (ones who use direct mail) to pick up.

DMIS, or the Direct Mail Information Service, reports some important statistics, showing that direct mail
is indeed a vital marketing method, even in this digital age. For example, DMIS reports that 67% of
direct mail is opened by the recipient, and 45% is both opened and read. Also, 32% of consumers
surveyed reported that they had responded to a direct mailing in the past twelve months.

Direct mail is still an effective marketing piece that every business should use, even internet based
businesses. Direct mailing has several advantages over email, such as increased delivery rates, higher
readership percentages, and the fact that a physical direct mail piece will make a bigger impact than an
email.

If you run an internet business, you may not want to use direct mail as an initial marketing piece. Initial
contact is probably the strongest point of internet marketing. But follow−up is one of the strong points of
direct mail. Use direct mail to follow up with your customers, to let them know about promotions, or to
follow up with prospects who have not made a purchase yet.

For all businesses, direct mail allows you to contact precise markets with geographical and
demographical targeting. For example, if you sold commercial bakery equipment, you could send your
promotional mailing to a list of bakeries.

Direct mail is still an extremely viable marketing method that you don't want to miss out on.

For more Direct Mailing Information, visit

http://direct−global−mailing.com/home.html
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