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DIVINATION:
"A LOST WORLD OF SOUL

When you hear the word 'divination', chances are that certain images−− will spring to mind: dark gypsy
fortune−tellers, tea−leaves, and crystal balls; a scene in a movie when the Ace of Spades falls in a card
game or a strange figure draws the Tarot trump Death; charlatans, ouija boards, and phony swamis;
or, perhaps, witch doctors and medicine men chanting around a fire. If you look a little deeper, you
might see another kind of image lurking in the background: dark magicians in graveyards seeking
forbidden knowledge, conjuring demons and the spirits of the dead.

These images express attitudes − ridicule and fear − with a long history. For well over a thousand years,
divination was a mortal sin and a capital crime in Western culture, a 'conversation with the devil' that
was banished along with the old gods and the wise women. Divination is a central part of pagan culture
and the pagan sense of a cosmos or 'living− world'. With the rise of the Church to political power in late
antiquity, the old gods of this culture became devils and the living world became their work. With the
rise of our modern 'scientific laws' of cause and effect, the devils in turn became superstitions, tales
told by those considered to be marginal or uneducated such as women, lunatics, criminals, and
savages. In spite of our inherited assumptions, divination is not a collection of superstitions. It is an
outlawed way of knowing and speaking with a living world, a world ensouled and full of spirit." (1)

Every aspect of life and many of the things considered to have no life or soul have been used in telling
the intent and flow of nature. To say there is no destiny is common among the artists or scientists of
each divinatory method and all understand the part we have to play. In the world of 'seems to be' that
focuses on material and 'real' causes that MUST be seen (what can be called the "Toilet Philosophy")
there is more superstition and destiny type of ideologies. Astrology is a refined mathematical method
that has been considered a science even during the proscriptions against divinatory methodology and
the rulers often were engaged in doing that which they tried to stop others from doing. We have dealt
with some general divinatory methods such as 'divining rods' in 'Science' and we will cover others as
we move along. The art and talent of knowing yourself and your 'center' or soul is clearly something
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'free' and beyond acceptance of interpreters or priests. It was necessary to stop this freedom in order
to gain total power or as close to it as possible. This book has an Orisha practice that is used in
supposedly Christian Santeria. Having studied the use of what they call 'El Coco' or the casting of
coconut shells I made a point to look for it. To my surprise I saw a word that looked much like Ogham
or Ogam, which are variations of Ogham. The word 'ogun' was part of the process in what I think was
one of the earliest methods of divination outside personal judgement or intuition.

To center oneself in 'Bibliomancy' is a good way of showing what an important flux or conduit our soul
can be in taking all things into consideration rather than just what the eyes or ears perceive, and the
mind or ego often insist is the only reality to recent western theology. 'The Book of Answers' gives a
short description of the process we think will be helpful for learning to accept your soul does exist and
wisdom doesn't always allow itself to be seen.

"How to Use the Book of Answers
1. Hold the closed book in your hand, on your lap, or on a table.
2. Take 10 or 15 seconds to concentrate on your question. Questions should be phrased closed−end,
E.G. 'Is the job I'm applying for the right one?' or 'Should I travel this weekend?'
3. While visualising or speaking your question (one question at a time). Place one hand palm down on
the book's front cover and STROKE THE EDGE of the pages, back to front.
4. When you sense the time is right, open the book and there will be your answer.
5. Repeat the process for as many questions as you have." (2)

My recommendation is to ask only important questions and make sure you have no other questions in
your mind at the time. In beginning to read a book it is good to do this and then record what you read
and thought about the contextual idea expressed. When you have read the whole book turn back to
what your first question was and see if you found the most important part for yourself at that point in
time. This will test your effectiveness in centering yourself as well as attuning with the knowledge in the
books you read.

Many methods of intuitive thought are forms of divination. The common way we judge people by body
movement and language has been very popular in sales as long as salesmen or saleswomen have
been on this earth. Many top corporations ask astrologers to give their input on important decisions
once they've narrowed their choices and contemplated their options. It is never a bad thing to have
one's mind open to other possibilities and opportunities. However, over−dependence and reliance on
such things will turn the process into a fear−driven experience that has no freshness or attunement at
all, and may lead to negative self−fulfillment. If you are doing Tarot readings for yourself or any one
person it is said every two weeks is enough. Bibliomancy answers are different because Tarot
integrates many aspects beyond your primary question.

1) The Illustrated Encyclopedia of Divination, by Stephen Karcher, Element Books, Shaftesbury, 1997,
pg. 7.
2) The Book of Answers, by Carol Bolt, 1999, Hyperion, front of book with no page numbers.

World−Mysteries.comAuthor of Diverse DruidsColumnist for Enchanted Spirit Press
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HOW TO Dowse or Water Witch
By Stephanie Yeh
==================================================
"Water Witching." The term sounds so delightful, mystical, and
wonderful, doesn't it? Water witching is the art of using a
magical tool, such as a pendulum or dowsing rods, or psychic
abilities to find underground sources of water. People, including
some plumbers, have been practicing water witching and dowsing
for centuries.

Dowsing is actually a specific form of divination, which is the
art of accessing information not available to the five senses.
Other forms of divination include the tarot, water bowls, scrying
in chalices, and Rune stones.

According to Polly Cady, a master dowser of 14 years, one of the
easiest ways to get started with water witching or dowsing is to
start with a pendulum. You can make a pendulum from almost any
lightweight object suspended on a chain, string or thread.
Lightweight objects you can use include paper clips, small rocks,
earrings, hairpins, pendants, small medallions, crystals and
talismans. If you choose to use a crystal, use an amethyst
because other kinds of crystals become too easily contaminated.

To find underground water with a pendulum, here's a quick lesson
from the American Society of Dowsers.

"The dowser usually seeks flowing underground veins suitable for
drilling and pumping. The veins can be large and deep or small
and shallow. You can discriminate by focusing on a need, real or
imaginary . Ask mentally, either successively or all at once, for
a 'vein of good drinking water, less than twenty feet in depth,
which will flow uninterrupted at the rate of 5 gallons a minute
or more.' Thus when you receive a reaction, you will know that it
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is not a pipe, a polluted vein or a source that might otherwise

be too deep or seasonally unreliable for the purpose at hand.
When the dowsing reaction takes place, mark the spot and approach
it from the opposite direction. If the two points do not
coincide, the mid−point between them should be the center of the
vein."

According to Polly, a left−to−right pendulum swing indicates a
"no" while a back−and−forth swing (to and away from you)
indicates a "yes." As with all magical techniques, practice makes
perfect.

Stephanie Yeh, co−founder of the Esoteric School of Shamanism and Magic
(http://www.shamanschool.com), helps clients learn magical and shamanic techniques. Her current
project, a free teleconference series on a variety of magickal and shamanic topics with guest speakers,
is designed to share information and promote interaction between people of varying spiritual practices.
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