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Moving in to a new place is exciting. You buy new things, refurnish, decorate...

But, in all this excitement, people tend to forget something important, more then anything else - their
personal security.

There is always a possibility that the last tenant forgot to give you one more copy, perhaps your
superintendent, the building manager, even the renovation company.

The only way you can defend yourself from this option and everything that is implied from it is to
change your lock.

There are many ways to protect your new home, like putting bars on the windows, make sure that the
Intercom and Video Intercom in your building are installed in a proper way and, must important,
changing the locks and making sure that the locks installed are from the best kind.

Mr. Yaron Erez, a security expert and the co—owner of New York locksmith company, Mr. Locks
recommends that one should install at least one high security lock, with a restricted key, one for each
entrance door in order to maintain a basic level of security.

Mr. Locks also offers free inspections, consulting and free estimates in all security issues preformed by
its highly trained security experts.

To find out more, visit the Mr. Locks website at www.mr—locks.com or call 212-586-3234
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Most landlords consider it routine to re—key the locks before renting an apartment to a new tenant.
However, this isn't always the case. Maybe the landlord insists that all the keys to the apartment were
turned in... but how can you be sure?

| heard a humorous story about a man (we'll call him Bob) who lived in a complex which didn't re—key
the locks. Bob had lived in the same apartment for several years, and while he was there, he made a
copy of the key for his friend (we'll call him Joe). Bob had moved out of the apartment, and Joe still had
a key. Well, one night, Joe partied a little too hard, and, knowing Bob wouldn't mind if he spent the
night at the apartment, Joe went on over. It was really late at night, so Joe crept in quietly and made it
back to the guest bedroom without saying hello. In the morning, Joe woke up to hear the voices of
several women in the living room. Confused, he peeked out of the bedroom, and suddenly realized
what he had done. It turns out that because Joe was a wee bit intoxicated, he failed to remember that
Bob had moved out several months before. Joe had unintentionally broken in to a complete stranger's
apartment by using the key for Bob's old apartment. So, just as quietly as Joe sneaked in, he sneaked
back out, and the new tenants never knew he was there. Can you imagine going into your bedroom in
the morning, and finding a strange man sprawled across your bed? This could happen to you if your
landlord didn't re—key your apartment!

Even if the previous tenant did return all the keys they had deliberately given out, there could still be
copies floating around out there. It is incredibly easy to make a copy of a key. If the previous tenant left
their entire set of keys at an auto mechanic's garage rather than just the car keys, there is a chance
that someone copied the house key.

When moving into a new apartment, you should ask if the lock has been re—keyed. You might feel
better if you went and bought a new lock regardless of the circumstances just to be sure you have no
problems with it. If the lock on the front door isn't a double and doesn't have a dead bolt lock, it should
definitely be replaced. It is worthwhile to install a good lock with at least a one—inch bolt and be put in
using nonstrippable one-way screws.

If your landlord doesn't offer to replace the, you can purchase a good dead bolt for under $20.00.
Home Depot offers simple step by step instructions on dead bolt installation. Or, if you don't feel
confident installing the lock yourself, you might call your local locksmith for a price quote on installation.

Since 1989 dan the roommate man has helped 1000's of people find rooms,apartments or
roommates. Need help? Contact him at 800-487-8050 or www.rooommateexpress.com
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