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Dog Training — When To Give Your Dog The Freedom Off The Leash
By Keith Londrie
Many dog owners are anxious to give their four legged companions the freedom of going off leash,

but it is important not to rush that important step. Dogs should only be allowed off their leash after they
have become masters of all the basic obedience commands, such as walking at your heel, sitting and
staying on command.

Another skill that must be completely mastered before the dog can be taken off the leash is the come
when called command. Even if the dog can heel, sit and stay perfectly, if he cannot be relied upon to
come when called, he is not ready to be taken off the leash.

Taking any dog off the leash, especially in a busy, crowded area, or one with a lot of traffic, is a big
step and not one to be taken lightly. It is vital to adequately test your dog in a safe environment before
taking him off his leash. After all, the leash is the main instrument of control. You must be absolutely
certain you can rely on your voice commands for control before removing the leash.

After the dog has been trained to understand the sit, stay and come when called commands, it is
important to challenge the dog with various distractions. It is a good idea to start by introducing other
people, other animals, or both, while the dog is in a safe environment like a fenced in yard.

Have a friend or neighbor stand just outside the fence while you hold you dog on the leash. As the
friend or family member walks around the outside of the fence, watch your dog's reactions closely. If he
starts to pull at the leash, quickly tug him back.

Repeat this exercise until the dog will reliably remain at your side. After this, you can try dropping the
leash, and eventually removing the leash and repeating the distraction. It is important to vary the
distractions, such as introducing other animals, other people, traffic, rolling balls, etc.

After your dog is able to remain still in the face of distraction, start introducing the come when called
lessons with distractions in place. Try inviting some of the neighbors, and their dogs, over to play. As
the dogs are playing in the fenced in yard, try calling your dog.
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When the dog comes to you, immediately give him lots of praise, and perhaps a food reward. After the
dog has been rewarded, immediately allow him to go back to playing. Repeat this several times
throughout the day, making sure each time to reward the dog and immediately allow him to go back to
his fun.

After the dog has seemingly mastered coming when called in his own yard, try finding a local dog park
or similar area where you can practice with your dog. It is important to make the area small, or to
choose a fenced in area, in case you lose control of the dog. If you cannot find a fenced in area,
choose an area well away from people and cars.

Practice with your dog by allowing him to play with other dogs, or just to sniff around, then calling your
dog. When he comes to you, immediately reward and praise him, then let him resume his previous

activities. Doing this will teach the dog that coming to you is the best option and the one most likely to
bring both rewards and continued good times.

Only after the dog has consistently demonstrated the ability to come when called, even when there are
many distractions around, is it safe to allow him time off leash. Off leash time should never be
unsupervised time. It is important, both for your well being and your dog's, that you know where he is
and what he is doing at all times.

It is easy for a dog to get into trouble quickly, so you should always keep an eye on him, whether he is
chasing squirrels in the park, playing with other dogs, or just chasing a ball with the neighbor's kids.

For more information please visit
http://about-animals.info/

Keith Londrie Il has been a pet lover and trainner for 8 years. He has posted a web site for you to learn
more about various pets. Please stop byi¢ %2

http://about-animals.info/

to learn more...

Dog Training: When To Reprimand And When To Reward
By Amy Howells

There are a lot of things people have to remember when they start dog training. There are a lot of
different dog training techniques to try.

Some of these dog training techniques work, while other dog training techniques seem to work against
you. With so many different aspects of dog training, it is hard to know what techniques work the best.
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One of the biggest things that often confuse people with regards to dog training is when to reward your
dog and when to reprimand your dog. If you have trouble deciding when to do which, please read on.

Most dog training course instructors will tell you that positive dog training is the best technique to
utilize. Unfortunately, there are some instances when you do have to reprimand your dog.

Reprimanding your dog should not happen often, as dogs respond better to positive reinforcement
used in dog training. Before you learn when to reprimand your dog, you should first learn when to
reward your dog.

You should reward your dog any time your dog does something it is supposed to during dog training.
This can be when it sits, stays, eliminates where it should, fetches, etc.

The reward you use during your dog training can be many things: praise, kind words, tummy rub, pat
on the head, or a treat.

Dogs learn very quickly from positive dog training. Dogs tend to want to make you happy and this is
why they do so well with this type of dog training. However, be sure you never reward bad behavior.

Reprimanding is a type of dog training that should not be done unless necessary. This can be when
your dog jumps, eliminates in the wrong place, barks, growls, pulls on a leash, destroys something,
etc.

You must only reprimand your dog if you catch it in the act of doing something wrong.

Otherwise, your dog will not realize what it did. The reprimand used for this dog training should be a
quick, sharp "no" or "bad dog."

Your tone should be angry, but remember to be short and quick. If you constantly do this, your words
will end up being ignored by the dog. Never spank, hit, or constantly scold your dog. This will only lead
to more problems in the future.

These are all of the important things you need to focus on when determining when to reprimand or
reward your dog during dog training. Remember to be patient because your dog is learning and trying
its best.

With some love and consideration, your dog should do quite well with its dog training.

Then it will be a rewarding experience for you both!

Amy Howells is an expert dog trainer who runs a website dedicated to teaching people how to train
their dog or puppy in just 21 days. Visit

http://www.dog—owner.net/training.htm
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for more info.
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