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Dogs During Labor

By Jack Russell

Breeding dogs is an exciting experience. From the time a proper mate is found to the point that the

puppies are born, it is crucial to take careful steps to make this successful.

Professional breeders do not breed frequently and will only do so when a pair is found to be healthy
that will ensure the birth of healthy offspring.

The ideal breeder should have the pair of dogs tested for every possible disease as well as have all the
information regarding the pair's ancestors and health records on file. Should a breeder find no problem
in the history of the pair, then the process can begin.

Dogs normally come into heat twice a year which is every six months. Larger dogs can come into heat
every eight or ten months which usually lasts about three weeks. Vaginal bleeding is a sure sign that
the dog is in heat as well as swelling in the vulva. A dog's pregnancy or gestation period lasts
between 60 to 67 days. Most dogs give birth after 63 days.

The only way to determine the stage of the dog's pregnancy is by keeping the track of time from the
day of the breeding. Keeping a record of this on file is advisable for reference purposes.

Exactly three weeks after breeding, the mother must be examined to confirm the pregnancy.

The dog must be given a formulated and premium brand of dog food for the duration of the pregnancy
and throughout the nursing period preferably with strong nutritional foundation.

During pregnancy, the mother's food consumption will almost double compared to the pre−pregnancy
level so increased feeding must be given to ensure that there is enough for both the dog and the
puppies.

Behavioral changes are to be expected during this time. The dog will demand for more affection or may
experience a few days of vomiting.

Dogs During Labor

1

http://www.natural-aging.com
http://www.natural-aging.com


Later on, the expectant mother will search for a secure place to deliver the puppies. So, one must
ensure that a proper place is ready when the time comes. An ideal place for an expecting mother is a
box. Depending on the size of the dog, it must be spacious enough for the dog to move around and
must have layers of newspaper inside it that will absorb birthing fluids. This should also have low sides
for the mother to look outside and for the breeder to easily check if assistance is needed to make it
easy to remove soiled papers without interrupting the mother and the newborn puppies.

Jack Russell is a a long time dog fancier, visit his Dog Resources Blog and download his Free Dog
Owners Handbook − it's Dog Gone Good!

http://www.daveshealthbuzz.com/dogcare/

The Truth About Taking Your Dog To The Dog Park

By Adam Katz

This idea of taking your dog to a dog park is not a good one. Why?

Because:

#1) It's not natural for the dog. We're not talking about human children who need to be socialized with
other kids throughout their infancy. Dogs learn dominant and submissive behavior and how to interact
with other dogs from 6 to 8 weeks of age. This two week period is called a critical stage, and a small
amount of exposure will have a lasting effect on your dog's personality.

When you throw your dog in with all kinds of other dogs (from other packs) the first thing they need to
do is establish who's dominant and who's submissive. And yes, they'll tussle to do this, often. If you
have two really dominant dogs, they may even fight to the death. Or if another dog gets flushed too
quickly, he'll get defensive. And then you have a dog fight on your hands, with hundreds of dogs and
owners yelling and running around screaming.... and none of the dogs are trained... and none of the
dogs are on leash... and all of the owners don't know anything about dog handling (esp. a fight) but
think they know everything. Trust me... it's a bad situation you need to avoid.

#2) Health: They let anyone into those dog parks. And believe you me, you get the types who will find a
dog in an alley and before giving it shots (rabies, parvo, etc..) ... they think they're doing a great thing
by bringing the dog to the dog park where he can cough, lick and breathe on your dog.

#3) Temperament: Nobody does a temperament test on these dogs before letting them into the park.
Duh! You're playing with fire.

So you can see, there are a lot of risks. And just because the dog gets into a dominance scuffle, does
not mean that he's a dog fighter. But that's a different issue for another article.

That's all for now, folks! Adam
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Adam G. Katz is the author of the book, "Secrets of a Professional Dog Trainer: An Insider's Guide To
The Most Jealously Guarded Dog Training Secrets In History." Get a free copy of his report "Games To
Play With Your Dog" when you sign up for his free weekly dog training tips e−zine at:

http://www.dogproblems.com
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