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Earning Your Associate's Degree Online

By Mark Woodcock

An Associate's degree, or a "two−year" degree, provides a valuable pathway to career

enhancement, and provides an educational foundation which makes it easier to earn a Bachelor's
degree down the road. Earning an Associate's degree online is a flexible, convenient, and innovative
way to advance your career and improve your education. Traditionally, going to college requires a
student to physically attend. This often requires relocating, or settling for a college because it is close
to home. The advantages of technology now afford students the opportunity to attend college outside
the confines of a traditional college, and earn a degree online. As the popularity of earning a degree
online increases, more traditional colleges are joining online−only colleges in offering educations over
the Internet, presenting students with broader educational options, not to mention flexibility and
convenience.

In order to land that promotion you've worked so hard for, or attain the career of your dreams, it's often
necessary to have some type of secondary education. There are many advantages to earning your
Associate's degree online. Receiving your Associate's degree online allows you to achieve your career
goals at your own pace, without interfering with your current work commitments. You need not live
locally to attend the college of your choosing. Attending courses and submitting coursework online
eliminates the need for commuting or relocating. Convenience is another plus in earning a degree
online. A college may offer more sections of popular courses at many convenient times, including
nights and weekends, allowing you more options as to when to attend class. This allows you more
flexibility, and is ideal if you work full time and/or care for a family. In addition, who wouldn't find it
appealing to attend college from the comforts of home?

There are many types of Associate's degrees you can learn online. There is certainly a degree to suit
every educational and professional need. Some of these programs include General Education,
Information Technology, Paralegal Studies, Business, Healthcare, and various professional certificates.
These are but a few of the programs available to study online. Most of these programs are offered at
fully accredited colleges that are recognized by the U.S. Department of Education, which is a necessity
if you have prior college credits that you wish to transfer, if you intend to continue at another college in
order to receive a Bachelor's degree, or if you want your degree recognized by your employer and any
professional organizations you are affiliated with.
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You might be worried about affording an online Associate's degree. Often, financial aid is available to
online students in the form of grants, loans, and even scholarships. Also, many employers may be
willing to pay for part or all of your tuition and fees. After all, investing in your education is investing in
the firm's future as well.

The misconception of receiving your Associate's degree online is that the experience might not be as
enriching or legitimate as attending face−to−face classes at a traditional college. The degree programs
offered online present the same opportunities for group work, independent study, and interpersonal
communications as their traditional counterparts. In fact, continuing your education online might help to
facilitate the learning process as well as develop time management and self−motivation skills. With the
prevalence of the Internet and advancements such as teleconferencing in both education and the
business world today, it is possible to come away from the experience not only with a degree, but also
with greater knowledge and comfort with technology, which could prove to enhance your career as

well. Receiving your Associate's degree online is a valuable, convenient, and flexible way to broaden
your career opportunities.

Learn the essential information for picking the right online degree course at

http://www.higher−education−online.com/online−associate−degree.html

Hanging Out Earning An Online College Degree

By Andy West

Could you ever imagine hanging out at home by choice, and earning an online college degree in the
process? Many people think that obtaining an online college degree is something that requires frequent
trips to the computer lab and ongoing technical issues. It is anything but this way when you enroll in
your choice of online college degree programs. The simple fact is that with a steady internet
connection you can access the most powerful and effective programs. This sounds easy, but it does
take effort. For the self−motivated, online programs are great ways to get an education.

The fact is that most online college degrees are based upon the self paced method that allows
students to work at the time most convenient for them. Given that most self paced online programs are
still in someway regimented by a timeframe, within this timeframe one can obtain an online college
degree in a manner that suits the needs of the person and can still be somewhat flexible. This means
that you will literally be able to login, and deal with every aspect of your online education, and your
online college degree program specifically at a time suitable for you. This will allow you to meet your
personal or professional needs while obtaining your degree.

Earning an online degree can be individually structured to meet your specific timetable. You will never
have to take an online degree class at a time that is not going to work for you. Essentially, you will be
earning your degree while allowing life's priorities to come first, and your education will fall into the
place that is best suitable for you. This means that for most classes you will be able to work at night on
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your coursework if you have to work during the day, and vice versa if you have a night job. With the
recent advancements in technology and broadband connections, one attending online degree
programs can watch video and do coursework anytime in as much clarity as if it were being played on
their television.

So what is the downside of being able to hang out and earn your online college degree at the time you
prefer? The answer is that you still must do the work, which means that you must be self disciplined
enough to deal with the intensity of being enrolled in college, and especially in a self paced online
college degree program. This is not a great fit for everyone, as self paced does not mean no pace, and
in order to earn your degree you must be prepared to work, and be prepared to make sacrifices, just as
you would in any traditional college degree program

While earning an online degree is much different in scope and breadth than earning a traditional
four−year degree, it is similar in the fact that both ventures require a considerable amount of work. This
means that one must be prepared to give the online college degree as much effort on studies and the
coursework as they would if enrolled in a traditional program. Taking advantage of the online college
degree program's flexibility is the key.

Andy West is a freelance writer for Virginia College. Virginia College Online offers many online college
degree programs. Please visit Virginia College Online at

http://www.vconline.edu/index.cfm

to select

the online program that is right for you.
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