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Ellen Simonetti Stars In Second Episode Of Jacques by Tim Mack
"Get that shirt on Jacques, you've got a lady to pick up at the Air Port."

"Gonna be in the buff by this afternoon driving this broken down cab with a heater | can't turn off.
Whats her name Fred?

"You're breaking my heart Jacques. Did you ever think of opening the window? Her name is Ellen
Simonetti ."

"Is she a tall blonde with a great pair of legs.”

"Yeah she is Jacques. How did you know."

"Saw her on TV the other day Fred. She's the first Flight Attendant to ever be fired for blogging."”
"Whats blogging Jacques?"

"The word blog is derived from the word web log. They took the b from the end of the word web and
then combined that letter b with the word log. So blog is kind of a hip way to say web log."

"Whats a weblog?"

"Never mind Fred. Don't think you'll understand. Lets just say its a little something they invented a little
bit past your Pony Express days."

“I'll tell her you've got great abs so you don't have to keep your shirt off."
"Okay, okay, I'm putting the shirt on now Fred. Tell her I'll be there in about five minutes."”

Arriving at the Airport his waiting passenger asked,"are you the cab driver with the great abs?"
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"What else did my dispatcher tell you about me,?" Jacques asked.

"Oh nothing much. He just mentioned that you slept with the librarian and your school teacher just to
getan A"

"Gee, | mentioned that in confidence to one person, now | suppose its all over town. Anyway how have
you been Ellen Simonetti ? I've seen you on the Today Show and on CNBC. I'm sorry that you were
fired from your job as a Flight Attendant because of your blogging.”

"Thank you Jacques. Its kind of you to say that. But | came here to forget about my troubles. My very
good friend is getting married and I'm gonna be her Brides Maid. So I'm gonna just forget about Delta

and TV and newspaper interviews for a few days and just be plain old Ellen Simonetti again."

"l understand Ellen. | think taking a break from it all is the best thing to do. Besides New England is
beautiful this time of year. How are you fixed for cash?"

"I'm okay Jacques. I'm getting unemployment benefits at last. | just hope | can finish my book before
the checks run out. I'm not happy about being on such a tight budget but | have no choice unless | take
the offer to be a centerfold.”

"Oh, so they did want you do a centerfold. Figured they would. It would of sold magazines but I'm sure
you made the right decision."

"Just couldn't do it Jacques. Any way | wear white socks."

"White socks! | don't get it."

"Its kind of a Texas saying Jacques. Good girls wear white socks."

"Oh now | get it. Oh by the way Ellen would you like to make some quick easy money?"

"Sure | would Jacques, but just keep in mind that | wear white socks."

"Sure Ellen, it just so happens that | wear white socks t0o."

"Yeah, great Jacques, that gives me a lot of faith in you. You just slept with the librarian and your
school teacher but you wear white socks. What are we talking about here? | don't deal drugs or rob

banks either."

“No, no Ellen, nothing illegal. All you have to do is place a bet on a horse race. And its not on a ringer
or anything like that."

"Whats a ringer Jacques?"
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"A ringer is a horse disquised as another horse. Lets say you own a grey horse thats a top allowance
grade horse and | own a cheap horse that runs for a low claiming tag. What we do is switch horses.
The bettors think they're betting on my cheap claiming tag horse but he's really your allowance horse.
Its getting harder to get away with this today because now they have more ways to identify horses but
people still try it from time to time."

"So whats so special about this one horse race and why do you need me to place the bet?"

"My friend is a horse trainer Ellen. He's been secretly clocking Joisey Girl in the early morning before
the clockers show up at the track. He figures that Joisey Girl is at least ten lengths better than the top
contenders in the race. But if either one of us is spotted making a big bet on the horse the price will go
down. Joisey Girl hasn't run in two years. She was hurt but she had surgery and my friend nursed her
back to health. She figures to go off about seventy to one if no one gets wise."

"How much do you want me to bet on it Jacques?"

"l only have five hundred dollars that | saved for my rent to bet. I'll give you one hundred dollars worth
of the bet just for putting it in. Just walk up to the five hundred dollar win window two minutes before
the race goes off and say one ticket on number seven."

"But what if it loses Jacques? Then how will you pay your rent?"

"Its no big deal Ellen. If Joisey Girl loses I'll just have to sleep with my land lady again. She'd much
rather have me sleep with her than give her the rent money any way."

"Sleep with you're land lady again! You're putting me on about your land lady. Right?"
“No, thats the deal we made. She said five hundred a month or | sleep with her on rent day. But she
wanted a three month security deposit, so | had to sleep with her three times because | didn't have the

fiveteen hundred for the security deposit.”

"Take off that shirt Jacques. | want to see if your abs are worth five hundred dollars a month free rent.
And I'm gonna take pictures to show my friends in Texas if they are.”

"Okay Ellen, I'm taking off my shirt but | don't want to see those pictures ending up in Play Girl or
something. Remember, | wear white socks."

"Damn, I'm snapping. Those abs are worth a thousand a month rent. Hey take of some more Jacques.
Maybe | could sell the pictures to Play Girl."

"Okay Ellen stop snapping where here. Got to put my shirt back on now. Just remember to play it cool.
If anyone asks you why you're betting number seven just say its your lucky number and act like you
really don't care if it loses."

"Okay I'll do it Jacques. Any way seven is my lucky number. I've got ten dollars of wild money. So I'm
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gonna play a seven and seven daily double for my self."

"l was going to leave right after the first race Ellen. After all, | am supposed to be providing a cab
service. But okay, put your double in. Maybe its a winner."

"Thanks Jacques, | feel lucky today. And you're right. It is a picture perfect day today. New England is
really a beautiful place.”

"There she is Ellen. Joisey Girl is walking out on the track now."

"She's a beauty Jacques. Hope she runs as good as she looks."

“I'm gonna head down to the finish line. See ya there after you get the bet in Ellen.”
"You've got it Jacques, the finish line is my favorite place at the track also.”

Ellen returned with the five hundred dollar win ticket on Joisey Girl and then the track announcer
announced "their in the gate."

"Are you nervous Jacques? You've got a lot riding on this race."

"A little nervous Ellen. | found the most beautiful property in the world that | want to buy, but | can only
buy it if Joisey Girl comes through for me."

"Will you show me the property if she wins?"

"Sure Ellen. I'd be glad to. They're off. Oh, Joisey Girl got bumbed by two horses leaving the gate.
She's back on track now but she lost a lot of ground.”

"How much ground did she lose about Jacques?"
"I'd say she lost about ten lengths of ground being bumbed like that.”

"Then she could still win Jacques. You're friend said she's at least ten lenghts better than the top
contenders."

"Yeah, she could still win Ellen, but she can't make any mistakes. Wow, she just made a bold move in
the center of the track. She's only four lenghts away from the leader. Now dead even. Oh damn, the
jockey lost the whip. Their nose and nose. Neither one yielding. Here's the wire. Too close to call.”

"Do you think she made it Jacques?"

"I really can't say for sure Ellen. | know its a nose job. But | can't tell whose nose got there first. The
judges are calling for a print."
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"Whats a print Jacques?"

"When the judges aren't sure what horse won they ask for a blow up picture of them crossing the finish
line. Seven, they just put seven up Ellen, we won."

"How much did we win Jacques?

"They just made it offical now and put the price up Ellen. Joisey Girl paid one hundred and forty two
dollars for every two dollar ticket. So you had a hundred dollars on her, so thats one hundred and forty
two dollars times fivety and | get one hundred and forty two dollars times two hundred. Thats enough
and more to buy the property | want. Lets cash the tickets in and have a drink."

"Okay Jacques, but just make my drink a coke, a coke with a double shot of bourbon that is."

"Here's your money Ellen and thanks for putting the bet in. And hey you still have a ten dollar double
going. The seven and seven double is paying fourteen hundred dollars for every two dollar ticket."

"Thanks Jacques and cheers."
"Cheers Ellen."

"They're going in the gate for the second race Jacques. There they go. My humber seven Texas
Sweetie went right to the front. Go Texas Sweetie, go, go, go. Texas Swettie has opened a five length
lead, now seven. Keep opening Texas Swettie, take some more real estate honey."

"She's got a good lead Ellen but the closers are starting to make their moves now. She's down to four
lengths now but they're at the eigth pole. | say she hangs on. A sixteenth of a mile to go and she's still
in front by three. The five horse is charging hard late, but here comes the wire. Texas Swettie hangs on
to win by a half a length. Cash your tickets and lets walk out of here as big winners. Doesn't get any
better than this."

"Okay, cashed the tickets Jacques. Where to now?"

"How bout a few songs at the Piano Bar to celebrate, then I'll show you that property. Do you still
sing?"

"Just once in a while. | haven't felt much like singing since Delta fired me for blogging. Why do you
ask?

"l wrote a little song | thought you might want to sing at the Piano Bar. Its a sort of political song. |
thought you might get a kick out of it. | just jotted it down for you while you were cashing your tickets."

"The song looks interesting Jacques. | sing and play piano. | think | have the perfect piano tune for
this."
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"Realy."

"Realy Jacques. Think you have something hear. Order me a steak and I'll try this out on the piano
while were waiting for our order."

"Okay, let me introduce you. Hi everyone, we have a special treat this afternoon from Austin Texas.
Ellen Simonetti is going to sing "Got The Red State Blues."

I'm living in a red state

But I'm feeling blue

Don't know how it happened

But | woke up blue

My Daddy was in a union when Texas was blue
But ever since Texas turned red on me

There was no union job for me

I'm living in a red state

Yeah I'm feeling blue

Got fired for blogging

Now I'm seeing red

With no union job | wasn't making much
But | was still the best that | could be

| did my job and never complained
Then my Mom passed

| tried to kill the pain

| took up blogging

Just to ease my pain

But didn't mention any names
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| blogged out of Quirksville

Called it Annomymous Airlines

Just talked bout my travels

Till one day the phone rang

They said | was suspended

Something about blogging in uniform

Just didn't make any sense to me

But when you're living in a red state

Oh its just so blue

No union to represent you

Oh that door can slam hard

But what did | do wrong

| really don't know

But I'm living in a red state

Oh yeah, I've got the blues

Ellen finished her song to thunderous claps.

"You did great Ellen, but why are you crying?"

“I'm crying Jacques over the fact that you could write a song like this in five minutes and still be such a
slut. Give up women Jacques and just write."

"But Ellen, what would | have to write about if | gave up women?"

"You don't have to give them all up Jacques. Just cut it down to a parade of one. In fact I'm going to
introduce you to someone today that would be perfect for you. She really is a good girl. And she'll be
worth you're waiting."

"Maybe you're right Ellen. | guess | have been a bit of a slut lately. I've been with three different women
in three days now. Its getting harder to seem sincere. Introduce me to your friend. | need someone that
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may see me as more than just a good time roll in the hay. But first | want to show you that property I'm
going to buy."

"Oh yeah, the property, | do want to see it."
"Okay, lets go then if you're ready Ellen.”

They drove through the valley passing by several lakes and then heard the sound of thundering water
falls.

"This is it Ellen.

Ellen Simonetti the first Flight Attendant to ever be fired for blogging allowed me to write her into my
second episode of Jacques. Her blog is called

You can read all of my

stories at

Queer As Folk (DVD) Review
By Britt Gillette

Nominated for 9 Craft Awards (bestowed by the Director's Guild of Canada), Queer As Folk is a
groundbreaking drama series that has built itself a large cult following since its inception in 2000.
Based on a British TV series of the same name, Queer As Folk is in many ways similar to HBO's Sex
And The City, and it's one of the first TV dramas to be completely centered around the lives of
homosexual characters, or even have prominent homosexual characters — following on the heels of
groundbreaking sitcoms such as Ellen (1994) and Will & Grace (1998). The brainchild of UK-born
writer and creator Russell T. Davies, Queer As Folk follows the life and times of a group of gay friends
as they live out their respective lives in modern—-day America...

Set in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, Queer As Folk follows the exploits of a group of gay and lesbian
friends who live on or around Liberty Avenue. Most of the scenes take place either in the character's
homes, a local diner, or the popular gay nightclub Babylon. Lindsay Peterson (Thea Gill) and Melanie
Marcus (Michelle Clunie) comprise the lone lesbian couple to star in the series, while various gay
friends and neighbors such as Brian Kinney (Gale Harold), Michael Novotny—Bruckner (Hal Sparks),
Justin Taylor (Randy Harrison), Ted Schmidt (Scott Lowell), Emmett Honeycutt (Peter Paige), etc. deal
with each other and their own varying relationships. Composed in a drama/soap opera format, Queer
As Folk centers wholly on the careers and lives (including sex, drugs, love, friendships, tragedies, etc.)
of its diverse characters, maintaining a specific focus on its attempted realistic portrayal and illustration
of the American homosexual lifestyle...

The Queer As Folk DVD features a number of interesting episodes including the series premiere in
which, following a night of entertainment at Babylon with his friends, Brian goes home with a man
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named Justin, but has a difficult time conveying to Justin that he doesn't want to pursue a relationship.
Meanwhile, friends Lindsay and Melanie are celebrating the birth of their new baby boy, Gus... Other
notable episodes from Season 1 include "Episode 110" in which Brian evicts Justin after he forgets to
set the alarm and the place gets robbed, and "Episode 118" in which Justin learns that his parents are
getting a divorce while Ted is reunited with Blake...

Below is a list of episodes included on the Queer As Folk (Season 1) DVD:

Episode 1 (Episode 101) Air Date: 01-17-2003 Episode 2 (Episode 102) Air Date: 01-17-2003
Episode 3 (Episode 103) Air Date: 12-10-2000 Episode 4 (Episode 104) Air Date: 12-17-2000
Episode 5 (Episode 105) Air Date: 01-07-2001 Episode 6 (Episode 106) Air Date: 01-21-2001
Episode 7 (Episode 107) Air Date: 01-28-2001 Episode 8 (Episode 108) Air Date: 02-04-2001
Episode 9 (Episode 109) Air Date: 02-11-2001 Episode 10 (Episode 110) Air Date: 02-18-2001
Episode 11 (Episode 111) Air Date: 02-25-2001 Episode 12 (Episode 112) Air Date: 03—-04-2001
Episode 13 (Episode 113) Air Date: 03—-11-2001 Episode 14 (Episode 114) Air Date: 03-18-2001
Episode 15 (Episode 115) Air Date: 04-01-2001 Episode 16 (Episode 116) Air Date: 04-08-2001
Episode 17 (Episode 117) Air Date: 04-15-2001 Episode 18 (Episode 118) Air Date: 04-22-2001
Episode 19 (Episode 119) Air Date: 04-29-2001 Episode 20 (Episode 120) Air Date: 06—-10-2001
Episode 21 (Episode 121) Air Date: 06—-17-2001 Episode 22 (Episode 122) Air Date: 06—-24-2001

Britt Gillette is author of The DVD Report (
), a blog where you can find

more reviews like this one.
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