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Everyone Loves Athletics
By Rachael Cleipher
There is no better way to spend an afternoon than by taking on a few friends in a game of pickup

basketball or by shooting a round of golf. Who doesn't love to have time to play a game of pool or to go
for a jog? No matter if the sport is being played for fun or for something a little more serious, most
people love athletics. There is something about athletics that gets people excited, brings them together
for a common cause, and keeps them healthier all at the same time.

Maybe people enjoy athletics so much because there are tons of role models to look to in any sport. An
aspiring tennis player can look to collegiate or professional tennis players and be inspired to keep
working on their serve. A little boy who loves all kinds of athletics can find a hero in any sport he
enjoys. We love athletics because our culture loves and fames athletes. We love to watch athletics live
or even on television any chance we get because we just cannot get enough of it.

Few things can bring more excitement to a room full of men than exciting athletics. Many men even
love to bet against each other on the outcomes of big games in many sports. Even if they do not have
the excitement of playing athletics themselves, people surely get a high off of watching others do
athletics well. And that is a great thing about athletics: you do not have to be good at them to enjoy
them. Anyone can get just as much enjoyment out of athletics.

There are some people, however, for whom watching athletics on television or even live is not enough.
Their love for certain sports pulls them, requires them even, to participate in athletics themselves. They
must exert physical and mental energy and try to conquer a sport on their own. They get no bigger thrill
than to find success in a local basketball league or in a raquetball competition. Sure, winning is great,
but playing and competing is enough for many.

Those who choose to take their love of the game beyond the television set to a local gym or an outdoor
court are doing themselves a favor. While enjoying the athletics they love, these people are actually
staying in shape and doing great things for their personal health. And perhaps that is the best part
about athletics: you can love them, participate in them, and care about the health of your body all at
once. If only everyone could love athletics enough to pick up a sport or two themselves.
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Athletics has become a favorite subject for author Rachael Cleipher to write about. Check out
http://www.fineathletics.info

for more info about athletics.
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The first time | read Ezekiel 16, | cried all the way through it. It's a story of God's heart, as a betrayed
husband; with every jealousy, hurt, rage, or emotion felt by humans.

Yet, whenever we're hurting, few consider if we're doing the same things to God. Whether spiritually,
literally, or both ... perhaps, each of us has once been such a person who betrayed God.

Just as dust returns to dust, blood returns to blood (vs. 22, 36), 'til the pride of man be broken (vs.15)
and we're ready to accept God's way (vs. 55); whatever that may be. And, just when you see your
blood for what it is and you're ready to accept the punishment you know you deserve, God reaches
down and loves you in ways you never dream; restoring you to a better position than you ever had
before (vs. 60-63).

Once an atonement is received (unlawful/a shame to ever speak of again), you'll never forget the
awesome love of God, throughout all eternity. "He loves me! He really, really loves ME!"

A love like that, we never ever want to betray, again. It breaks our heart to break His. We finally begin
serving God for who He is and we learn to love like He does, letting Him live through us.

~*~
Without God, spiritually, we're like orphans left on a doorstep.
With Him, we're royalty from the inside out.

The devil lies. There is nothing between.

~*~

© by Joyce C. Lock
http://our.homewithgod.com/heavenlyinspirations/

This writing may be used in its entirety, with credits in tact,
for non—profit ministering purposes.
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Joyce C. Lock is a published author, poet, and columnist. In addition, she founded and maintains the
e—mail ministries "Heavenly Inspirations™ http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Heavenlylnspirations/ and
"Share a Smile" http://groups.yahoo.com/group/smilesharing/. Joyce's writings encourage us in our
relationship with God and each other.
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