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Upon hearing the word piano, the very first thing that pops into your mind is the set of black and white
keys. Anybody can play the piano believe me. You don't necessarily need to go to music schools or
hire certified music instructors to tell you how to pound those keys and play a song. You can be your
own teacher as long as you have the interest and the eagerness to learn then it wouldn't be so difficult.

All you need is a piano, song lyrics with chords and a piano chord chart. Play any of your favorite
songs on the piano just like you do on a guitar. Learning to play the piano through chords is not the
traditional learning procedure. You will still meet musical terms, read notes and other symbols but not
through hectic musical lessons.

Playing the piano through chords is easy and fun. But how do you really start pressing those keys?
First, of course, you must know and familiarize the piano. This is because you need to acquaint
yourself with the middle "C" or the middle "do" which is the main key on the keyboard. The middle "C"
is the white key located before the two black keys in the middle of the keyboard. Note that every white
key on the left side of every two black keys is called the "C" or the "do", but you have to look for the
middle "C" or "do".

Now that you know about the middle "C" or the middle "do", you have to know the names of the rest of
the keys. No, don't worry, you won't have a hard time naming the all the keys. As mentioned earlier,
every white key on the left side of every two black keys is called the "C" or the "do". A group is
composed of a of two black keys, three black keys and seven white keys. It will then depend on the
length of your keyboard on how many groups it would have. Try dividing the keys of your keyboards
according to the keys. Then you are now ready to get to know each key on each group.

Remember that the each group would start with "C" or "do". Then the succeeding white keys take the
letters D, E, F, G, A and B or re, mi, fa, sol, la and ti. You have now named all of the white keys. The
black keys are the flats and the sharps. The technique to determine the flats and the sharps is to know
their position. If the black key is found at the left of every white key, then it is a flat. If the black key is
found at the right side of every white key, it is a sharp. For example, the black key nearest to the
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middle C is at its right side, the black key then is named as C sharp or do #. The C# then could take
another name since it is also found at the left side of D or the "re" key. The same goes for the other
black keys. There's the "D" or "re" sharp which is the same key for "E" or "mi" flat. The "F" or "fa" sharp
is the same as "G" or "so" flat. The "G" or "s0" sharp is also the "A" or "la" flat. And the "A" or "la" sharp
is also the "B" or "ti" flat.

Now that you know the names of the keys, you are now ready for the proper position of our fingers
over the keyboard. You should know that your fingers have assigned numbers. They also have their
proper positions. The thumbs of both hands have the number 1, the forefingers have the number 2, the
middle fingers — number three, the ring fingers take number 4 and the pinkie fingers are number five.
You are now ready to do the exercises.

Starting with your right hand put your thumb on the middle "C". Then place the other fingers to the
following keys, forefinger on the D key, middle finger on the E key, ring finger on the F key and the
pinkie finger on the G key. Practice pressing the keys one after the other starting with the thumb then
ending with the pinkie finger. Repeat the exercise ten times. And then try reversing the direction. This
time, start with your pinkie finger and end up with your thumb. Do this again for ten times or until you
get the hang of it. And then try playing continually from the thumb to the pinkie finger then back to the
thumb and so on.

Do the same with your left hand but this time position your left pinkie finger on the "C" lower than the
middle "C" then the ring finger on the lower "D", the middle finger on the lower "E", then the forefinger
on the lower "F" and the thumb on the lower "G". Try playing the keys starting from your thumb to your
pinkie finger for five times. Then start from your pinkie finger to your thumb and then continuously just
like what you did with your right hand. And when you get the hang of it, try practicing both hands, then
alternating right and left hands.

The saying that goes practice makes perfect is irrefutably true. In whatever you desire to achieve, you
must remember that it takes not only the desire but also the drive for the desire to materialize. Have
fun paving your way towards perfection!

The writer, Ismael D. Tabije, runs the website http://pianos.e—mart4all.com that markets a wide choice
of high—quality digital pianos and accessories at the lowest prices in the online market. Brands sold
include Casio, Yamaha, Korg, Kurzweil and Roland. The website also features interesting piano
articles about piano humor, trivia, myths and facts and even piano lessons and instructions.

Piano Lesson On Arpeggios Lets Beginners Show Off
By Jon Broderick
Learning piano for beginners is not easy. Not just pianists, but for any musician learning a new

instrument the beginning is the hardest time. Piano lessons can help big—time, but still the fingers just
won't do what the mind tells them. It takes a while for real dexterity to come along.
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| should know, | have been playing guitar for over thirty years, but have just recently started working on
playing piano. | haven't taken piano lessons (who has the time?), but | hope | can work it out myself. |
do have a really solid music theory background, which | think makes a big difference. | look at the
piano keys and | know what they are and what to do to build chords and scales, and create beautiful
music. But...the hands! They just won't listen. So | play simple piano scales and exercises that sound
boring but are useful to get my skill started.

I would like to have something to show for my efforts besides these simple patterns, and | found
something today that is just thing: a showy trick that even a beginner can do to give a glimpse of what
the future might be like if | keep practicing the piano.

| am a webmaster by profession and recently created a website with a friend who is a piano teacher.
His name is Christopher Schlegel, and he has put some great lessons together on the site, which is
called PianoTricks.com. One lesson in particular is called "Chord Arpeggiation Trick" and it is available
at this url:

The lesson includes a video example, and some explanation. The lesson is totally free and available
without website registration or anything like that. The great thing about this lesson, and the reason | am
writing about it, is this: it takes the simple skills that | as a piano beginner have, and lets me show off a
little bit but doing something the pros do: arpeggiate a chord.

Before you get scared, arpeggios are the same as chords, except in an arpeggio, the chord is played
one note at a time, instead of all notes at the same time. This makes a very fluid sound, but also very
consonant, because the notes flow together (they are part of the same chord "family"). This also makes
it a little easier to play, since you don't have to time all the fingers hitting at the same time (like in a
normal chord).

The trick you will see in the video is that Christopher plays a simple major chord with both hands
repeating the same chord up the piano octave by octave. The end result sounds like a flourishing move
that expert pianists make; only it is so easy to do. Try it yourself and see. It has really made my day as
a beginning piano student to try this lesson. | hope you get a lot out of it too.

Jon is webmaster for the new site

, and has been a webmaster for various

other sites since 1998.
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