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Experience Gorilla Safari In Uganda
By Jackie tusabe
Uganda a land endowed with misty forests, snow—-capped mountain ranges, lake and Rivers, hills,

wildlife and beautiful landscapes. The country has beautiful sceneries and dense tropical
rainforests—some of the few in Africa, which are a home to roughly half of the world's mountain gorillas.
| had an experience that

proves that Uganda is truly " Gifted by nature".

Arrival in Uganda

We arrived in Uganda and had a short stay in Kampala, Uganda's capital city. It was so beautiful
hanging out, relaxing and enjoying the experience in Africa with warmly welcoming people, beautiful
people and service

Journey to the heart of South—West

After our night in Kampala, we set out early morning to southwestern Uganda with Churchill safari
guides, anxious for experience in "the pearl of Africa."

The journey took us 6 hours drive, passing charming attractions en route like the royal drum makers,
the Equator, and we stopped at the roadside market to enjoy Lunch, fruit and vegetables en route. The
journey from Kabale to Buhoma took us 3-4 hours with a 4WD, since the terrain is hilly and roads are
bumpy. The driving time was approximately 9 hours and we arrived late afternoon and spent the night
at Bwindi Tented Cap.

Gorilla tracking safari at Bwindi Impenetrable National Park

Bwindi Impenetrable National Park is magnificent Rain Forest, lying across the steep ridges of the
Albertine Rift Valley. The forest is a home to 326

gorillas, roughly half of the World's Mountain Gorillas. The altitude of the forest is above 5200 feet
which means trackers need to be physically fit for tracking. Since the demand of Gorilla tracking is
systematically growing, we had to book for gorilla permits in advance as well as organise our trip with
the help of Churchill safaris and Travel.

Gorilla tracking experience started early morning with the guides waking us up, and preparing us for
the all day adventure into the mountains. We then took long walk at 8:30 am local time early in the
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morning through the forest in search of gorillas. Accompanied by a guide and porters, we were fitted
out in jungle boots and rain jackets because the park is often wet. The terrain can be

difficult, with steep slopes covered in dense vegetation that gives the park its name. The time taken to
track the gorillas varies from as little as half an hour to as much as 8 hours, and it may occasionally
last the whole day! The Tracking was quite rigorous, and rain gears, sunscreens, insect repellants and
a hat given the fact that the weather is un—predictable was part of the experience.

The walk through the dense forest with our guides took us to the spot where the Gorillas were last
seen, and we started following their trail through the dense forests of Bwindi. Finally we had the most
exiting experience when we had an encounter with the Gorillas. Looking at the gentle giants is surely
the most exciting encounter Uganda has to offer. We were limited to one hour with the gorillas with
rules of course. We were also allowed to take a few pictures of the Gorillas, an opportunity no one
could miss. Parting from the Gorillas is not easy. Leaving the spectacular view was such a difficult task.

The day ended with a walk back after a long day, with scenes of other attractions like mammals
including diurnal primates like the black and white colobus monkeys, buffalo and elephants, bird
species endemic to the Albertine Rift and butterflies. The forest has a dense under storey of fern,
shrubs, vines, and About different tree species have been recorded here, 10 of which

occur no where else in Uganda. The day was full of experience and adventure Gorilla tracking remains
the most popular activity in Uganda safaris, though its dependant on the seasonal movements of the
habituated gorilla groups. The

experience was worth every drop of sweat and money paid, very enjoyable and exciting. An
experience hard to forget.

For more information on Gorilla Safaris, contact
http://www.churchillsafaris.com

Churchill Uganda

Safari Company The premier Gorilla Safari Company in Uganda.

Jackie Tusabe is a free lance traveller in Africa. Her articles can be found on

http://www.churchillsafaris.com

Elephant-Back Safaris In South Africa
By SA-Venues.com Editor

South Africa Elephant Back Safaris — following in the footsteps of the Ancients: Elephants, the largest
land animals in the world, inspire a feeling of awe and respect in most people. Weighing up to 6 tons
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(11 000Ib) and reaching speeds of up to 40km/hr, this monster of the animal kingdom has an
impressive presence.

Whilst the majority of people will never have the opportunity to come close or even touch these
animals, many South African game reserves (SEE:

WWw.sa—-venues.com
) offer the once in a lifetime

chance to do an Elephant Back Safari. Imagine yourself, perched 6ft in the air on the back of a 6 ton
elephant, slowly making your way through open velds or dense forests. It's a safari like no other. As
such, Elephant Back Safari's in South Africa are growing in popularity.

Game viewing on elephant back provides you with the unique opportunity of getting really close to
wildlife (SEE:

www.sa-venues.com/wildlife
) that you could normally only view from far off. The smell of

the elephants overpowers that of people so that other animals like rhino, giraffe and buck etc will not
be scared off by the scent of people nearby. As such you're able to get close up to extraordinary
wildlife. An elephant back safari at most game reserves is usually a well catered for event including
meals and of course, the elephant ride. The elephants are prepared with a comfortable saddle and
you'll be seated behind an experienced elephant handler. An elephant back safari will usually last
around an hour and 30 minutes. Granted, your initial few minutes on the back of this monstrous animal
will be endured with more than a little apprehension, but rest assured that as the safari begins and you
become accustomed to the rhythmic and calm movements of the elephant, the experience that follows
will be incredible.

Many game reserves in South Africa also provide the unique and enjoyable opportunity to walk along
with the elephants as you move through the velds and forests. Being surrounded by these enormous
animals and moving along with them during the safari is a sobering experience and one that is not
easily forgotten. The elephant sanctuary near the Magaliesberg Mountains offers the opportunity of
spending an entire day out with these animals and taking part in activities like elephant walks, elephant
back safari rides, feeding and brushing the elephants and much more.

A South African elephant back safari is a truly wonderful experience. Being immersed so deeply in
nature and interacting with such powerful creatures is deeply rewarding and satisfying and is an
opportunity that should not be missed.

SA-Venues.com is South Africa’'s largest, most comprehensive travel site which includes information
about visas, safaris, activities, hotels, South Africa Accommodation, maps, photos &amp; attractions.
To Visit:
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