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Whether you've hosted baby showers before or not, chances are you've got some questions regarding
the right baby shower etiquette. You want to create a truly special time for the guest of honor without
any unintended faux pas. This guide was specially created to help you get there.

The real basics

Take the wishes of the mom-to—be into account at every stage. That includes the games, food,
invitation list and all other aspects of the baby shower.

You can have baby showers either before or after the baby is born. Generally, they're held 1 or 2
months before due date. But they're also held after baby arrives because of medical or other reasons.

These days, it is perfectly ok for a close relative or even the couple themselves to host a shower.
Those "rules" about only non-relatives hosting a baby shower are quite dated now.

Before deciding on the kind of baby shower you plan to have —— girls—only or coed, theme or no theme
and so on —— consult mom-to—-be and find out what she prefers.

Who can be invited? Generally, anyone the mom-to—be feels she should call. She's the best guide
here.

Do you always need to send written baby shower invitations? It is usually the better choice. With a
written invitation, guests have all details at their fingertips and need not rely on memory. Plus, you can
(and usually should) include directions on how to get there.

At the same time, it is fine to just inform people on the phone. Do tell them well in advance, though. So
they have enough time to buy gifts, arrange for a baby sitter, etc. And leave your contact numbers with
them so they can reach you easily if they need any clarifications.
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Can you hold a surprise shower? Sure. It can be a wonderful feeling for the expectant mother. But do
consult someone close to her (mother, sister, etc) to know about her likely preferences in all areas.

The devil is in the details
Here's more in depth information on baby shower etiquette that'll help you host a truly great party.

Send out shower invitations at least 3 to 4 weeks in advance. Send them even earlier for out—of-town
guests. Request an RSVP by a date 2 weeks before the baby shower.

If you're having a coed shower, you might turn the guys off if you send frilly baby pink invites full of
baby talk. Stick to attractive, stylish invitations.

Greet all guests at the door as they walk in, provide them with name tags (if there are many guests)
and introduce them to others to get conversations going.

Register for gifts at only one place. Even if there are reasons like another store being closer to some
guests. Else mom-to—be may end up with duplicate gifts she may have to return. And guests will be
disappointed if they find that someone else has chosen the same gift they have.

While giving gift suggestions, include items at a variety of price points, not just high—ticket items. And
do suggest that guests can get together to purchase higher priced items.

If there are older siblings, make sure they receive a gift each. They may already be feeling somewhat
left out with a new baby on the way, so this is a great idea.

Irrespective of whether it's a coed baby shower or not, buy a gift specially for dad. He should feel that
he was remembered too.

Record who gave each gift. Essential information when the time comes to send thank you cards!
Sending thank you cards is essential baby shower etiquette.

Hand gifts to mom-to—be for her to open and take it from her once she's done with it. This will save her
the hassle of continually getting up and moving about to pick up gifts.

Sometimes, some guests may need to leave early. They'll appreciate it if mom-to—be will open presents
while everyone is eating.

Food and related arrangements deserve special attention. For one thing, expectant mothers can't eat
everything they normally would. See this page for more guidelines on food at baby showers:
http://www.baby-showers—advisor.com/baby-shower-food.html

Start the baby shower on time and keep it fairly short. Don't get bogged down in any one segment like
games. Be sensitive to mom-to—be's energy level and any signs of fatigue she may show. End the party
if she's beginning to feel run down. Walk guests to the door as they leave and be sure to thank them
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for coming.

Don't expect perfection. No party ever is perfect. There's always the unforeseen —— power goes off just
as gifts are being opened, you forgot to dust one corner of the room, the pack of baby shower favors
you opened just before the party turns out to be a different color than you ordered and so on. You can't
control it all.

Special situations

You might have a friend or relative who just lost a baby, or is infertile despite all treatments. Should you
call her for your baby shower? Attending may be a challenge for her. Being confronted with another's
pregnancy may be difficult for her to bear.

The rule in such situations is —— ask. Check with her and find out if she is up to attending the baby
shower. Don't just send an invitation in the mail. On the other hand, don't presume that she can't come
and not call her at all. If she's close to the mom-to—be, she may well want to come. Or at least, she may
send her good wishes and a gift.

But if she tells you that she can't make it, accept the situation with grace. Never hold it against her in
any manner. Even if she said she would come and later backed out. Remember, it is probably one of
the most difficult times she's ever had, so be generous and supportive.

Once you've understood these simple baby shower etiquette guidelines, you'll be far more confident
about hosting a baby shower. Have fun, and create a special time that will live on in everyone's
memories!

Jessika Ryder is a successful writer and party enthusiast providing valuable information on baby
showers. Her numerous articles provide party planning tips and other useful insights. See more articles
at:http://www.baby—-showers—advisor.com

How To Throw The Best Baby Shower In 3 Easy Steps
By Linda Harrison

Here's a really simple way to throw the best baby shower possible and really wow your friends and
family members. Throwing a winning baby shower shouldn't be more work than it needs to be.
However, there are 3 steps to follow to the letter to ensure that the baby shower is special for everyone
involved. Sticking to these 3 steps will make sure that your baby shower goes off without a hitch and
that you can sleep in peace knowing that you did everything right.

1. Use balloons to greet your guests. Get some nice balloons and attach them to the outside of your
door. Humans are fantastically simple creatures that can be easily entertained by a festive
atmosphere. For a lot of people, balloons symbolize a party or some other great celebration. Balloons
can be picked up relatively cheaply and always add a great touch to a baby shower. After all, what's a
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party without balloons? Pick some nice ones up and use "em. People like balloons.

2. Use written invitations. We live in an age of internet connectivity and cell phones. This technology is
incredible and can be really be handy. However, a paper invite is permanent. Your guests will save
them for years to come in their scrap books. The souvenir value of written invitations is immense. A cell
phone call or email can't really be saved, so spend the extra money and send out a decent paper
invite. You'll be remembered an admired for sticking to your guns in an age of high tech gadgets.

3. The first two points are helpful, however, the most critical point to ensuring your baby shower is a
success is knowing what not to do. Etiquette absolutely needs to come first. Poor etiquette will ensure
that all your research efforts have been in vain and you could potentially ruin the party you worked so
hard to prepare for. There is an entire list of do's and don'ts that you need to follow to the letter or your
shower just won't work.

Linda Harrison is the Author of "Baby Shower Do's and Don'ts." Grab your free copy at
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