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Fancy Colored Diamonds: Information On Natural Versus Synthetic Colored Diamonds
By Jill Renee
If you have been thinking about buying or wishing for a fancy colored diamond read this article first!

Colored diamonds are the next big trend in jewelry design. The spectrum of colors is as big as your
imagination. Choosing what's right for you can be overwhelming in today's diamond market. This
article will address a few important factors to consider when buying a fancy colored diamond for
yourself or a loved one. Most important is knowing the differences between colored diamonds that are
formed naturally and ones that are man—-made.

Natural Fancy Colored Diamonds Diamonds colored naturally are very rare and fetch very high prices.
There are three ways in which colored diamonds are formed by nature. The first method is when a
foreign element is introduced to the carbon material that a diamond is made from. For example,
nitrogen can cause a diamond to have yellow or orange hues while boron can make it blue. The
second method is when pressure compresses the carbon and creates a red, pink or purple hue. Lastly,
natural radiation deep in the earth generates diamonds with colors of green or blue. Green, red and
purple diamonds are considered very rare and command high prices. Indeed, there are only six
naturally formed red diamonds currently in the market. One can only imagine the prices these stones
will fetch. Natural fancy colored diamonds are so rare that there exist at least 10,000 colorless stones
for each colored stone.

Synthetic or Treated Fancy Colored Diamonds Fancy colored diamonds can also be man—-made in
labs. There are a variety of methods used to color diamonds. Some of these stones are purely
synthetic, meaning they were totally created in a lab to simulate the properties of a real diamond. They
are formed from carbon just like the real thing. However, these stones can be formed in a matter of
weeks where as it takes thousands of years for natural diamonds to be formed. These type of synthetic
diamonds are so similar to the real thing that only high tech equipment can detect subtle differences in
the crystal formations within the stone to know they are fake.

Another man—-made method to produce fancy colored diamonds involves irradiating a natural diamond
that possesses an unattractive color. Irradiation is a process in which a diamond is exposed to a
source of radiation that changes the position of atoms within the stone thus causing its color to change.
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Treated or synthetic diamonds may look very appealing to the consumer because of the price and
uniformity of color; however, these diamonds have no value to the serious buyer and have little resale
value. Therefore, if you are purchasing a colored diamond for investment it is vital to obtain certification
from the diamond seller. The certificate should come from a reputable laboratory and contain the origin
of the stone and the natural origin of the stone's color.

Diamond Certification and the Four C's of Diamond Buying Grading colored diamonds presents
another set of unique issues for the buyer. Colorless diamonds are graded on the four C's: Cut, Carat,
Clarity and Color. Colored diamonds are also valued based upon the four C's but another factor weighs
most heavily on the value of a fancy colored diamond. This factor is based upon the hue and rarity of
the color. Indeed a rare fancy color will garner a much higher price than a colorless diamond of many
more carats. Colored diamonds have three characteristics by which they are graded. These are hue,
tone and saturation. Hue refers to the dominant color of the stone, tone refers to the light within the

stone and saturation refers to the intensity of the hue. Be sure to look for these factors on the diamond
certificate.

Having knowledge about the differences between natural and synthetic colored diamonds will help you
to choose the diamond that's right for you. One thing is certain, in today's marketplace jewelry
designers are using fancy colored diamonds to create beautiful and unique designs that consumers
want to own.

Jill Renee is the president of Danforth Diamond, an online seller of diamond engagement rings and
jewelry. Learn more about buying a diamond engagement ring at:

http://www.danforthdiamond.com/

Buying A Colored Diamond Engagement Ring

By Lee Dobbins

The most famous diamonds in the world are colored diamonds so why shouldn’t you have one in your
engagement ring? You could get a yellow diamond like the Tiffany diamond or perhaps a blue like the
Hope diamond. Another very popular color is pink. In fact, colored diamonds are becoming quite a
trend among celebrities as well as everyday people.

Plus buying a colored diamond for your ring may be a better investment. Color diamonds have an
amazing financial track record. In over 30 years, the value of colored diamonds has never decreased
on wholesale level. In fact, the pink and blue diamonds have doubled every 5 years in a strong
economy. If you have invested in a colored diamond you could make a killing, in fact a high quality
blue diamond could go for $50,000 in the 1970s and that same In the 1970's stone would be worth
between 2 and 3 million today!
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While natural colored diamonds are quite expensive, gemologists have developed new ways to create
versions that are affordable for the average person. They do this by treating the less desirable
diamonds with irradiation followed by intense heat. This amazing process turns brown and yellowish
diamonds into beautifully colored diamonds that you can afford. It can also produce stunning greens,
blues, yellows, reds, purples and other colors. Although these colors are considered permanent,

there is a possibility they could change during repairs if a high heat is used.

If you are shopping for an engagement ring with a colored diamond stone, you should probably
assume that anything remotely affordable has been treated. If you are not sure ask about the stones
origin and request to view a lab certificate to verify authenticity.

Another type of colored diamond that is affordable is a synthetic colored diamond. These are real
diamonds that are grown in a lab. As they are grown, the natural coloring and process of diamond
formation is simulated. Natural fancy color diamonds get their coloring from different trace elements
like nitrogen and other minerals that are present in the stones. Lab created diamonds can be colored
by exposure to radiation during its creation. An example of a diamond affected by radiation is a Green
diamond.

Another way that a natural colored diamond gets color is by its inclusions. Interestingly enough,

inclusions are regarded as flaws in a colorless diamond and are very undesirable, but in a colored
diamond the inclusions give unique tones and brilliant flashes of color and are desirable.

When shopping for your engagement ring, remember that natural fancy colored diamonds are
extremely expensive, and any colored diamond which is labeled to be sold as a natural colored
diamond should be accompanied by a certificate from a respected grading lab verifying it as such.
Lee Dobbins is a jewelry designer and owner of

Artisan Jewelry Online

where you can find out more

about handmade jewelry, diamonds and other gem stones.
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