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Fiona Apple — A Star In Her Prime Hitting The Stage
By Jay Nault
Very few female artists in the world today combine the stage presence, searing lyrics and sultry

style that Fiona Apple brings to life in all of her work. Apple has gained a wide-ranging and extremely
loyal following, and she is set to perform live in several cities around the United States this summer.

Early Life

Fiona Apple Maggart was born in New York City on September 17, 1977. She was seemingly born to

perform, as her parents are actors Brandon Maggart and Diane McAfee. Apple's childhood consisted

of several difficult twists and turns, the first of which occurred when she was only four years old, when
her parents split.

Fiona was raised by her mother in New York, and was introduced to the world of music by learning to
play the piano at the age of eight. Her lifelong independent streak began to show itself at this time,
however, when she decided soon after starting her piano lessons that she was better off teaching
herself, which is exactly what she did, working mostly with a keyboard as opposed to a classic piano.

Fiona's internal childhood problems began to manifest themselves outwardly only three years later,
when at age 11, she confessed to a friend that she wanted to kill herself and her older sister Amber.
This led her mother to put Fiona through several intense therapy sessions, which only led Fiona's dark
side down a more advanced corridor, as her attitude towards these sessions was that she must really
have something wrong with her in order to need therapy as a child.

Her greatest personal tragedy occurred at the age of 12, when she was raped by an unknown assailant
as she came home from school to her mother's apartment building in New York. Given her troubled
psychological past, this incident could have easily sent Apple "over the edge." However, she actually
turned this tragedy into a positive, as would be seen in her future work, where she alluded to the
incident in order to provide a message of overcoming obstacles in several of her songs.

Career Beginnings
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The notion of "random chance" had not been kind to Fiona during childhood, but this same notion was
the very thing that helped launch her successful music career. Fiona had put together a demo tape, but
hadn't had much success with it up to that point. One of her friends had a copy of it, and her friend
served as a baby-sitter for Kathryn Schenker, a music—-industry publicist whose clients included
Aerosmith and Sting. Her friend gave the demo tape to Schenker, and she was impressed enough to
send it along to Andrew Slater, a prominent producer. Slater signed her to her first record deal.

Time of Success

>From there, the rest is history. Her debut album, Tidal, released in 1996, sold 3 million copies in the
United States. One of the singles on the album, "Sleep to Dream," won an MTV Award for New Artist
Video of the Year in 1997. Apple created quite a stir during her acceptance speech by ripping the

image—conscious entertainment industry and urging young women to be comfortable with themselves.
Apple has never expressed any regret for her statements, and her independent streak was once again

on display.

Apple has since released two additional studio albums, and each of them climbed to within the Top 15
on the US Album charts. She has also won two additional MTV Music Awards, and her work is
recognized around the world.

Apple's live shows are known not only for their musical and acoustic quality, but also for the intimacy
that Apple creates even with large audiences. Apple is truly a unique character in any sense, and her
attitude and strongly—held beliefs are a breath of fresh air from the mainstream, mass—marketed world
of music.
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Movie Review — Shrek 2
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Movie Review — Shrek 2 by Chris N. Fernando

The film opens with Shrek (voiced over by Mike Myers) and his beloved (now turned into an Ogre)
Princess Fiona (Cameron Diaz) enjoying themselves on their honeymoon at sand—kissed beaches.
Returning from their romantic idyll, Shrek and Princess Fiona are summoned by Fiona's parents, the
king (John Cleese) and queen (Julie Andrews) of the "Kingdom Far, Far Away" (a fairy—tale version of
Beverly Hills).

After much discussion, the ogre couple finally decide to leave for the celebration at the "Kingdom Far,
Far Away." Donkey also accompanies them with his whining and one-liner spouting all intact.

All along the journey to the "Kingdom Far, Far Away", you cannot resist but guffaw at the nasty doings
of the Donkey. Once the ogre couple reach the kingdom for a homecoming celebration, Princess
Fiona's parents are taken aback when they learn that their princess has married an ogre and become
one, too (as always its the parents who are the last ones to find out).

That's when the king summons a Fairy Godmother (Jennifer Saunders) to eliminate Shrek and have
his daughter Fiona married to Fairy Godmother's foppish son Prince Charming (Rupert Everett). The
king also calls upon a famous yet cute little ogre hunter Puss In Boots (Antonio Banderas) for this task,
but the feline eventually joins forces with Shrek and Donkey.

Banderas is excellent with his Spanish accent that suits right with Puss in Boots's profile and also
again gets a chance to play Zorro.

Throughout the movie you can find nasty references to movies like Spider—Man, The Wizard of Oz, The
Lord of the Rings, The Matrix and Charlie's Angels. The original sound tracks of the film are music to
ears, and the computer animation — gorgeous!

Though its only rarely that an idea of a sequel works, in this case, the storyline picks up seamlessly
from the first film and doesn't feel forced at all. Shrek 2 is downright funny and wonderful — a must-see
for the young and the old.

Chris N. Fernando is a Sr. Staff Writer with Magazine 360 — an IT magazine published by ITNation,
Mumbai (India). He has also worked as Technical Editor with Peer Technical Services and as Reporter
for PCQuest and Living Digital magazines. He also writes for The Cheers.com.Get more of him at:
www.chrisfernando.tk
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