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When worship is mentioned what come to mind? It is the music? Is it the message? Even though most
of the focus regarding worship leans toward music. It is important to remember that there is more to a
worship service that just the music portion. There are several ways in which we express our worship to
God. In this section we will take a look at five different elements that gives the worshipper a fuller
experience in the worship service. These items include the following: Singing, Praying, Preaching,
Giving and Communion. Let us first start off with singing.
Singing

Ephesians 5:19 Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making
melody in your heart to the Lord;

Most would agree that worship incorporates the act of singing. This is a physical action that allows
worshippers to express though songs what is their heart. Even though singing is using our voice, it is
quite different than just talking. Perhaps the most unique thing about singing is the ability for a group of
people to express their worship in unison. With singing a group of worshippers can corporately say to
God their expression of praise, gratitude, and thanksgiving. Everyone can at the same time
communicate to God. An offering can be made by the church as a whole. Singing can provide the
worshipper with a greater ability to use emotions. Music has the most unique property to create moods
and emotions though the various combinations of melody, tempo. Music is a language all its own.
Praying

Matthew 6:7−15 But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do: for they think that they
shall be heard for their much speaking. Be not ye therefore like unto them: for your Father knoweth
what things ye have need of, before ye ask him. After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which
art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for
ever. Amen. For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you: But if ye
forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.
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Prayer is simply communication with God. This you need to know; God wants to hear from you. He
wants a full relationship. Prayer allows you to talk with God directly. Some elements of prayer can be a
form of worship. Prayer is the door of open communication with God. Prayer can be silent, it can be
said aloud so that others can agree. It can even be sung to God. When it comes to prayer I like to use
the acrostic "ACTS". This stand for four important elements of effective prayer. These are the four
elements:
A = Adoration
C = Confession
T = Thanksgiving
S = Supplication

Adoration in Prayer

Take some time at the beginning of your prayer to offer adoration to God. Tell Him how much you love
and appreciate The Father, Son and Holy Spirit. It is so important to affirm your love. So often Christian
blast into prayer by asking for things for themselves. A better way is to start our and tell God in what
ways you love Him

Confession in Prayer

Your heart needs to be in the right place when praying to God. Face it humans are sinful by nature.
Confession is a form of acknowledgement of what is truthful. Most often we confess our sins. It is
better to confess that to let God "find out". If we confess our sins he is faithful to forgive us. But I also
want to add another perspective to confession. Something that can add another dimension to the
attitude of confession. That is to confess the greatness of God. Make confessions of faith. Confess the
truth!

Thanksgiving in Prayer.

God has abundant resources available to every Christian. He desires to lavish you with all that he has
to offer. The polite thing to do is to thank Him for all the great things he does in your life. Thank God for
everything and every circumstance.

Supplication in Prayer

As I said earlier it is common for Christians to heap on the requests to God. God give me this, God
give me that. Supplication is your request for something. Prayer needs balance. Often times it is the
supplication that Christians spend a majority of time. It is okay to ask. The Bible says to ask. But this
should not be the focus. You prayers should be according to God's will. You will find that if you offer
Adoration, Confession and Thanksgiving prior to your supplication, you will be in the right attitude to
ask for those things that are pleasing to God. Be bold in your supplication to God. He is a God of
unlimited resources. Ask for things beyond yourself.

Preaching
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1 Timothy 3:16−17 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof,
for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly
furnished unto all good works.

2 Timothy 4:1−5 I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the
quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom; Preach the word; be instant in season, out of
season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long suffering and doctrine. For the time will come when they
will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having
itching ears; And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables. But
watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry.

We need to hear the word of God. And it is important to note that even the preaching is a form of
worship to God. God what's you to know him. He want's you to know him intimately. He wants you to
understand who and what he is. This is key to His relationship with you. After all how can you worship
or love someone you don't know. This is why he has preachers. Preaching is really an opportunity to

dive into God's word the bible and learn more about who he is. Learn how He operates.

In regards to worship the music is not the warm−up to the message. Both are vital to the whole worship
experience. One complements the other as do all the other areas we are discussing in the section.
Giving

2 Corinthians 9:6−7 But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which
soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully. Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let
him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver.

Okay, with all your heart mind and soul you are to give. The Christian life is not about receiving it is
about giving.

Growing up at Christmas time it was our family tradition to get gifts for everyone in the immediate
family. I would get gifts for mom, dad, brother and sister. Oftentimes it was difficult to make a decision
as to which gift to give. First, because I was young, my resources were very limited. So I had to
eliminate any gift that were too expensive. This did leave the playing field down quite a bit. But it
became obvious that my parents already had quite a few item that they already owned. In reality there
was only a few things that I could give. It is like that with God. God owns the universe and everything in
it. But one thing that we can give is our worship to Him. This is one thing that He really enjoys from his
people.

The first thing most people think about when the subject of giving comes up is money. Yes it is true
that giving money to the church is a privilege we all can partake. But, I want you to also know that it
goes beyond that. It is your entire life that God wants. You have the awesome opportunity to give all
your resources to God. This includes your time, your body, your mind. When you give to God all the
resources available to you, it is at that time a true sacrifice of praise and worship.

Communion
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Matthew 26:26−29 And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and blessed it, and brake it, and gave it
to the disciples, and said, Take, eat; this is my body. And he took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave
it to them, saying, Drink ye all of it; For this is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many
for the remission of sins. But I say unto you, I will not drink henceforth of this fruit of the vine, until that
day when I drink it new with you in my Father's kingdom.

Communion is the greatest privilege a Christian can experience. This is a time for true intimate
relationship with Jesus. This is a time of oneness. It is time for the worshipper to bond with their Savior.
It identifies the believer with Christ. Communion allows us to focus on the greatest gift ever given to
mankind. It is a time to remember that Jesus death on the cross is the ultimate and final sacrifice for
the sins of the world.
Bringing it all together

As you can see there are many facets to the worship experience. Each is as important as the other.
The key for rich and fulfilling worship is balance. As you balance these five elements in your worship
service, you provide more opportunities for the worshiper.

RESOURCE BOX

This article is an excerpt for the new book by John Pape, Jr titled "Building a House of Worship" For
more information on how you can get your copy of this book go to...
http://www.mediatunes.com/bhow/
SPECIAL NOTICE: Please feel free to publish this article in your e−zines, newsletters, on your website
or in your book. I only require that you publish the Resource Box and the end of the article.
Copyright John Pape Jr.

John Pape is a songwriter and author who live is beautiful southern California with his wife and two
kids. He recently published a new e−book titles "Building a House of Worship". He has also written
several praise and worship songs for Christian Worship leaders to bless the people they serve with
new songs. For more information go to http://www.mediatunes.com
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"Essence of Worship"

Is there a difference in the form of worship and the essence? Yes, as a matter of fact, many churches
today are struggling with the proper form of worship. So widespread is this problem that many
churches have divided into two services on Sunday mornings. In one service the form of worship is
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traditional music. Only hymns, piano, and organ are used while in the other service only contemporary
music is used. One service is youthful, dressed down, loud, and "rock−and−rollish" music bursts. In the
other, well you guessed it. The music is softer, older, and church hymnals are used to reflect on the
words while they are being sung.

I want to speak to you today about the essence of worship. The essence of worship is imperative for
"true" worship in the church, or any place you worship God. Jesus predicted the demise of worship
form when He spoke to the Samaritan woman at the well in John chapter four. You may remember the
scripture, "Jesus said to her, `Woman, believe Me, an hour is coming when neither in this mountain nor
in Jerusalem will you worship the Father...an hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will
worship the Father in spirit and truth; for such people the Father seeks to be His worshipers. God is
spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth." (John 4:21; and 23−24 NASB).

The New Testament reveals a stunning silence about the outward forms of corporate worship and a
radical intensification of worship as an inner, Godward experience of the heart. The silence about
outward forms is obvious in the fact that the gathered life of the church is never called "worship" in the
New Testament. Moreover, the main Old Testament word for worship is virtually absent from the New
Testament letters. Its usage clusters in the Gospels (26 times) and in the Book of Revelation (21
times). But in the Epistles of Paul it occurs only once, namely, in I Corinthians 14:25 where the
unbeliever falls down at the power of prophecy and confesses God is in the assembly. It doesn't occur
at all in the letters of Peter, James, or John.

The Old Testament idea, captured in the Greek word proskuneo, implied a physical falling down in
reverence before a visible majesty. This happened as people came to the visible, incarnate Christ in
the Gospels. And it happened in Revelation as the saints and angels and elders were actually in the
presence of the visible, risen Christ. But in the age between the ascension and the second coming
Christ is not visibly here to worship. Therefore, worship is radically internalized and delocalized. In
Matthew 15:8−9
Jesus says, "This people honors me with their lips, but their heart is far from me; in vain do they
worship me." Worship that does not come from the heart is vain, empty. It is not authentic worship.

Consider what Paul does to some of the other words related to Old Testament worship. For example,
the next most frequent word for worship in the Old Testament (after proskuneo) is the word latreup
which is usually translated "serve" as in Exodus 23:24, "You shall not worship their gods, nor serve

them" (NASB). When Paul uses this word for Christian worship, he goes out of his way to make sure
that we know he means not a localized or outward form for worship practice but a nonlocallized,
spiritual experience. In fact, he takes it so far as to treat virtually all of life as worship when lived in the
right spirit. Here's another example, in Romans 1:9 he says, "I serve [or worship] [God] with my spirit in
the gospel of his Son." And in Philippians 3:3, Paul says that true Christians "worship" [God] in the
Spirit of God...and put no confidence in the flesh" (NASB). Then again he says in Romans 12:1, for
Christians to "present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your
spiritual worship." Paul sees all of life and ministry as an expression of that inner experience of
worship.
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To be continued...keep the faith. Worship the Lord with everything in you, any time, any place. Pastor t.

Pastors a small church in Broken Arrow,OK. 918−451−0270
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