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1. Boundaries are necessary for control and safety.

All children need and must learn to respect boundaries. Being clear about expectations before an
activity begins frees you and the child to enjoy the event and ensures the safety of everyone involved.
If you observe the boundaries are being violated, don't be afraid to remind your grandchildren again.
Restate the rules as many times as necessary. Writing the rules and posting them or bringing them
along is a good idea. If a rule is violated during the activity, ask the child to repeat or read the rules
again.

2.Gift giving is not a requirement of grandparenting.

Establish a practice with your first grandchild and stick with it; what you do for one doesn't necessarily
have to be done for all. Financial and family situations change as our children grow. If a family
experiences loss of a job or divorce, don't be afraid to make temporary changes. Gifts are gifts
especially when they are unexpected. Surprise gifts are the best. Gifts don't have to cost a lot.
Research supports the fact that "time together" is the best gift we can give. Travel provides time for the
grandparent and grandchildren to discover and appreciate each other's gifts.

3. All rules must be consistent with parents' wishes.

Anything you do with and for your grandchild needs to be discussed first with the parents. After all,
parents make the rules and effective grandparents support them.

Don't keep secrets from the parents and don't ask the grandchildren to keep secrets from their parents.
Many grandparents believe that some information should not be shared with the parents, but this only
undermines the relationships.
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4. There is no substitute for planning.

Proper planning ensures that the activity will be discussed with the parents. No matter what the age or
sex of your grandchild, planning makes any activity more successful. This is not to say you can't be
spontaneous, but it's often better and safer to have a plan.

Discuss with the child what he or she would like to do. Give careful thought to the age appropriateness
of the activities before you begin. Giving children choices increases their self−confidence and is great
training for the future.

5. Grandchildren and grandparents want to have fun!

There is no substitute for good old−fashioned belly laughs. It's good for you, your grandchild and your
relationship. During the activity itself, share with your grandchildren how excited you are about being

with them.

Children enjoy getting away from their parents for short periods of time and grandparents enjoy being
part of a very important relationship. Parents enjoy their break too.

Don Schmitz is a well−known writer and speaker on parenting and grandparenting. He is the author of
"The New face of Grandprenting...Why Parents Need Their Own Parents" and founder of
Grandkidsandme, which includes: Grandparent Camps and Grandkid Days. Don holds graduate
degrees in Education, Administration, Human Development and is father to three sons and grandfather
to four granddaughters. Contact Don Schmitz at
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When selecting an affiliate program to join you need to know how to choose a successful affiliate
program.

Look in the wrong place and you might find a dud but look in the right place and you might be on to a
winner.

Here are 7 tips to help you choose a successful affiliate program to join:

1. Look at associateprograms.com This is the affiliate central' of affiliate programs. You can virtually
guarantee to find a successful program here and you can choose from tons of subject areas.

2. Look at clickbank.com Nearly every product they have for sale has an affiliate program. Many of
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them are extremely good and most pay very high commissions. (some over 50%)

3. Affiliate resource sites usually offer their best affiliate programs. As affiliate resources sites are
specialists in affiliate programs you can be pretty sure of choosing a
successful affiliate program from them.

4. Look for affiliate programs that are offered through any ezines you receive. Chances are the ezine
owner has an
affiliate program and if they have a good ezine they probably will have a good affiliate program.

5. Think of things that ALWAYS sell. Like web site design, ebooks, music and travel. Stick to proven
online sellers and the affiliate program will have a much greater chance of being successful.

6. Seek out articles on affiliate programs. There are many good writers out there who have been
successful with affiliate programs. Try to find articles they have written to see what
has worked for them.

7. Take courses. Many sites offer free online email courses for affiliates. Take some of these courses
to learn more about what it takes to be a successful affiliate.

Affiliate programs are a great way to make money but one of the secrets to affiliate success is to
choose the right program in the first place. Use these 7 tips to help you succeed.

David McKenzie is offering a Free Email Course "5 Tips to Being Successful with Affiliate
Programs"==> http://www.1sthomebasedbusiness.comClick now for your FREE course!
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