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According to author Frank Peretti, "A fixed point of reference for human beings is always something
that is found outside themselves. It has to be something to which we can always come back. If we try
to haul our point of reference around with us, we have lost it because it has been moved and we can
never refer back to it." He tells a story of being in a dark room with only a chair. As long as the chair
stays put, it can be used as a point of reference. If it gets picked up and carried around, it no longer
serves that function, because it isn't where it used to be.

In our personal lives, having God as a fixed point of reference means that whenever we need
guidance, we can turn to the Bible for advice and know that the advice we get today will not change
tomorrow or next week or next month or next year. God is the same yesterday, today, and forever, and
He is our "fixed point of reference.” The rules stay the same; the Ten Commandments have not
changed. There are still ten of them and they have not weakened into "suggestions.” AND, God still
makes the rules.

In the world of internet marketing, the search engines make the rules. Internet marketers spend
countless hours and dollars designing their web sites to please the search engine "gods" in order to get
a high ranking and bring in traffic which results in sales. The problem with that is the search engines
are like the chair that doesn't stay put in the darkened room. The rules keep changing. People who
have invested everything to make a web site pleasing to the search engine "gods" suddenly have the
rug pulled out from under their feet, and find themselves not only unranked, but in some cases actually
banned! Their web sites didn't change. Their marketing strategies didn't change. Through no fault of
their own and without any warning, the rules changed, leaving them high and hung out to dry. They
then scramble to change their sites, change their strategies, spend megabucks to advertise, do
anything to regain the income that was stripped from them. Of course, there is no guarantee that the
same won't happen again. And again. And again.

To chase after this kind recognition doesn't make any sense to me. | just cannot see spending all of my
time and energy and efforts chasing after an erratically moving target that | may never catch, or that
may be jerked away whenever | get close. Either way, | have no control over the outcome. Therefore,
the search engines can do whatever they want whenever they want. If this site finds favor in their eyes,
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great. If not, oh well. | will pursue as many other ethical ways to increase traffic as | can, but will not
live and die by search engine ranking. Right now, | am exploring link exchanges and banner
exchanges, as well testing the waters by placing occasional inexpensive ads here and there. | will
investigate other methods as | become aware of them. | will post what works and what does not work.
One thing | have found that definitely does NOT work is "old" outdated advice. The world of e-books
and free—bee give—aways is just clogged with stuff written several years ago. It may have worked then
but it doesn't work now. Why do you think they are giving it away? Some times they tell you (in yellow
high-lighted capital letters) that it's worth $XXX, but even though people think they are crazy, they will
let you have it for $XX.95. That way, they still make money off of it, but you won't. They are counting
on you not figuring that out until the money is out of your bank account and safely tucked away in
theirs. Save your money. Scroll all the way down to the bottom of the page, and look at the copyright

date. Unless it was just a couple of months ago, don't bite. They don't give away the new stuff, and
they don't let you have it for cheap, either. That's why and how they make so much money.

Make Your Resolutions Stick!

By John Colanzi

Make Your Resolutions Stick! by John Colanzi

As the new year approaches it's time to make your
resolutions for the New Year.

You start the New Year with "Great Expectations.” You set
your goals for the coming year and you promise that this
year you'll stick to them.

As time goes by you hit a set back here and an unexpected
problem there and your goals fly out the window.

Why do you suppose that is?

| can tell you why. You've been programed to remember the
negatives and forget the positives.

We lose our "Great Expectations” the first chance we get.
There's a story that illustrates this point.
There's a large group of individuals at a positive thinking

rally. As the speaker is talking in walks a man with a
ticket in his hand.
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The speaker pauses and announces, "One of you has been
chosen to receive $1,000,000.

What do you think flashes through their minds?

"l know it's not me, | never win anything."

A little later a man walks in with an executioners outfit

on. The speaker announces this time, "I'm sorry, but one

of you is about to be executed.”

This time everyone is thinking, "Oh God, | know it's me."
Wow! Do you think like that?

So how do you make sure you stay focused and positive when

things aren't going as expected?

There's a concept they use in the "Silva Method" called
"Reference Points." Most positive thinking groups have
similar concepts.

To create a reference point you pick the most successful
event you remember. Every day you concentrate on your
"Reference Point."

Why?
To focus your mind on the positives in your life. Nature
abhors a vacuum. Left on it's own, your mind will fill the

void with the recent negative events.

As soon as you reach a goal, you set a newer more positive
"Reference Point."

Tame your mind, set your goals and keep your resolutions.

Start using "Reference Points" and Make Your Resolutions
Stick."

John publishes the "Street Smart Marketing" newsletter. Subscribe now and receive access to our
Free Internet Marketing Library: http://johncolanzi.com/freeware.html John has a special free bonus
marketing course for you."7 Days to Netting Big Money" mailto:jcolanzi@maketing.com
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