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It's the bane of every traveler - you arrive at the airport in plenty of
time, only to discover that your flight has been cancelled and you've
been placed on the next available plane - which isn't departing for
another three hours. So much for your tight schedule; you'll never make
it now.

Cancelled flights, delays and gate changes are things over which none of
us have any control. Worse, such changes are usually made at the last minute, after you've left for the
airport and after you've made that last—-minute call to the airline to make sure everything on schedule.

Unknown to many travelers, the airlines — as well as many online booking sites — now offer special
services to alert passengers to such changes. If your flight is cancelled or delayed, or if there's a gate
change you can now have a text message sent to you via email, or to your cell phone or PDA. You can
even get a voice message on your cell phone or regular telephone. Some services will even forward
these alerts to persons you select - friends,relatives, business associates - so they can get the word
on your delayed or cancelled flight.

Most of the major airlines now offer some sort of notification service, but
you have to sign up for it. The same goes for the online booking sites like

Orbitz or Travelocity. If you're willing to spend a little time to sign up now you can save yourself a
whole lot of frustration later.

(end)

Laura Quarantiello is the author of "Air—-Ways - The Insider's Guide toAir Travel." More info about this
and her other books can be found athttp://www.tiare.com/airways.htm
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By Hallidae Thomason

There are many finer things in life, things that only the rich and famous get to experience. For most of
us, we miss out on the 'best’' experiences in life due to lack of money or popularity. | used to think that
a charter flight was a luxury that I, as a common person, would have to do without and simply be left
wondering about. That isn't the case. | recently began taking a charter flight to different functions and
for trips, and I've learned that they are just as great as | had always imagined and that they are
reasonable even for the common man.

I will be honest, | have always had opinions about people who were wealthy enough to have a charter
flight to any vacation or event of their choice without thinking twice about it. Recently, however, a friend
of mine booked a charter flight for six of our friends who were wanting to get away to the mountains for
a long weekend. | thought she was crazy when she said that she had gotten a reasonable deal on a
charter flight.

There are many types of charter flights | have learned, and they are not all as glamorous as | onced
imagined. For example, | have friends who vacation in Mexico each year and they use a charter flight
each time. For them, a charter flight simply means a non-stop flight on an airline that isn't a
mainstream big name that we often hear about. They do not have to mess with layovers at random
airlines, but their charter flight goes directly from their hometown airport to the airport at their
destination city.

Finding a charter flight doesn't have to be difficult. In fact, it can be quite easy. Get ahold of a travel
agent and see what they have to say about booking a charter flight, or get online and see what you can
learn about the benefits of a charter flight. In my opinion, they are much easier than regular commercial
flights and they are much more comfortable as well.

A charter flight is in fact one of life's finer things. It is not, however, reserved only for the rich and
famous. You and almost everyone you know could benefit by learning the truth about a charter flight
and then booking one for your next trip or vacation. | assure you that you'll be glad you did. And you
may never go back to regular commercial flights.

Hallidae Thomason is a travel agent that likes to book her clients on a charter flight whenever possible.
See

for more.
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