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Marketing a business is like any game. If you know the rules you are much more likely to win. All to
often small businesses spend their limited time and money on advertising, networking, making calls,
mailings, meeting with prospects, yet only achieve middling results. The problem isn't that they don't
know their business or provide high quality products and services, its that they don't know the rules of
the marketing game.

Marketing To Win

To win the marketing game, you need to know the rules. The key rules to getting the clients you want
are: Market Solutions Target Your Market Demonstrate Value Build Your Network Stay in Touch

1. Market Solutions

Most service professionals focus their marketing on their expertise, their approach and the products
and services they offer. While competence is a key to doing the work, most clients' primary concern is
getting problems solved and having their spoken and unspoken needs met. Instead of marketing your
credentials, your processes and methodology, market your knowledge and the solutions you offer.

Marketing is about making connections, specifically between a client's unmet need and the solutions
you provide. The best way to impress clients is to show them you understand the problems they are
experiencing. If you want to leverage your credentials, mention past clients when you provide
examples of how you solved similar problems.

2. Target Your Market

Are you getting a positive response to your marketing efforts? If not, then you may not have targeted
your market and their specific needs and interests precisely enough. Independent professionals or
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small business owners often try to do the impossible and be everything to everybody. Instead define
your niche market and get the attention of this group.

3. Demonstrate Value

Actions speak louder than words. If you want clients to be aware of the value of your products or
services, you will need to give them a test drive. Open the door with newsletters, workshops, a free
session or articles found on your web site. Over time demonstrating the value you provide will convince
prospective clients of your ability to solve their problems and help position you as a trusted advisor.

4. Build Your Network

The objective is to know who is interested in your products and services. Networking is a good idea
because people like to buy products from people they know and trust. If they've met you or been
referred to you they are more likely to trust you.

Depending on the business you are in, you can build your network of prospects through conventional
networking or through your web site and email. Either way the more qualified prospects you have in
your network the better.

5. Stay in Touch

Memories are short. Once we hit middle age most of us can't remember what we had for dinner two
days ago, much less the host of services various firms provide. In most cases its safe to assume your

target market has forgotten about the range of solutions you offer, if they remember you at all.

Stay in touch with your target market on a monthly or, at a minimum quarterly basis. When you contact
people be clear about the action you want prospective, existing and past clients to take.

Win the Marketing Game

Once you know the rules to marketing you can apply them to map out your marketing strategy, and to
select marketing tactics that will leave your competition in the dust.
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Affiliate marketing is an excellent way for the internet entrepreneur to earn income - it requires no
stocking of products, no shipping, no handling of returns, no credit card processing, etc. But sometimes
it can be hard to make money as an affiliate marketer, because the competition can be pretty stiff. Here
are some tips to help you stand out from the crowd of competition.

Tip 1 - Content is King If there is an overused cliché in internet marketing, it's probably "Content is
King". But it is true. If you want to stand out from the other affiliate marketers selling the same products
you are, you have to give your visitors something that the other websites do not.

For example, you might do a detailed comparison of two similar products, with links to buy each. Or
you might create a custom script to help buyers find the product that meets their selected criteria.

You could also have a "deal finder" option that would search for the best deals on a product from
several stores, similar to Bizrate.com and similar sites.

Tip 2 - Play both sides of the field As an affiliate marketer, it's to your advantage to sell competing
brands - you can give your customers better selection, an unbiased position, etc. You can also join an
affiliate program like Amazon's to fill in the gaps in your other programs, so you can offer your visitors a
complete line of products.

Tip 3 - Follow the rules As simple as it may seem, read the rules of the affiliate programs you're part

of. Especially pay attention to the license you are granted for use of corporate trademarks, and
marketing rules. It's not worth getting kicked out of the program.

Becoming an affiliate marketing expert will take time and effort. Start with above tips, and keep learning
and trying new things. Get involved in affiliate marketing forums and learn from the experts. Best
wishes to your success!
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