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Getting Indexed By Google - It Needn't Be Hell With A Good IBL

By Matt Jackson

By Matt Jackson (WebWiseWords)

One of the first steps to a good SEO campaign is ensuring that your website has been indexed by all
the major search engines. Google, in particular, is of main concern to the majority of webmasters and
SEOs purely because it is the most popular and widely used search engine. While some webmasters
still insist on submitting their site to various other search engines, directories, and via the Google
submit a site page.

While none of these methods will do you any harm and may generate traffic that is completely
independent of your listing in Google, the quickest and potentially easiest way is using the method that
Google prefer - an inbound link from a Google indexed page.

For years, webmasters busies themselves submitting to DMOZ (also called the open directory project)
as well as to major search engines like Yahoo. While these methods will eventually see your site listed
with Google there is no guarantee exactly how long it will take. Both have potential problems.

Yahoo can take as long as eight weeks to review and list your site, and DMOZ could potentially take as
long as three months. Even once you are listed with either of these you are looking at a wait of four to
eight weeks before you appear in the Google index. All in all you could be waiting four months to see
your site indexed.

Google also have a submit your site form but this suffers a similar problem. The lead−time between
submitting a site for approval and actually being indexed can be months. This, of course, is presuming
that Google even agree to index your site. So that really only leaves us with one option to try and
prevent a wait lasting several weeks to several months.

Inbound links (IBLs) are deemed to be a vote of popularity for a website. Google loves to crawl through
the internet following only links from one page to another and from one site to another. This is the
preferred method of travel in the Google index and offers by far the quickest way to get your site
indexed and listed within the search engine results. Of course, you have a long way to go before you
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start to reach the top billing, or the headliner spot, but it is the beginning.

Perhaps the most important factor when attempting to gain your first IBL is how quickly the page it
comes from gets indexed. The principle is that as soon as your link is found on the page of another site
by the Google spider, it will work through your page and index that too. This means that if you can get
your link on a site that is being indexed every few days by the Google bots then you might only have to
wait a week before your SEO results are showing in earnest.

It doesn't necessarily have to be a trial to get your first IBL either. Most article directories are regularly
indexed, in many cases every single day. If you don't want to submit to tens or hundreds of article
directories then find the most popular and submit to that one. Popularity, in this case, is determined by
the number of articles a directory has within its pages. The more articles a site has the more often they
are likely to post them. Google indexing works in such a way that the more often a site adds new
content, the more often the spiders will crawl on by to look for new content to index.

As soon as Google sees that you have a link they will crawl to your site and index it. It really is as
simple as that. The only difficulty that remains is writing the article, and including a good link with
relevant anchor text but we'll save that for another article.

You can view this

Search Engine Optimization (SEO) article

at WebWiseWords where there is also a

growing directory of Internet Marketing articles for visitors to work through. WebWiseWords is a
freelance copywriter. As well as providing the full service of an

SEO copywriter

, they can also provide

website content, press releases, articles, and much more.

The Yahoo − Google Battle − (Index) Size Matters!

By Peter Faber

Yahoo got more pages indexed than Google. And an enormous amount more. It seems that the Yahoo
index is more than twice the size of the Google index. Recently this was also announced by Yahoo,
even though they generally don't comment on index sizes.

However, a simple search for the word `the' in both engines shows a huge difference. Where Google
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comes up with approx. 3,320,000,000 results, Yahoo spits out the huge amount of 10,200,000,000
results.

Ungoogle like, a couple of weeks later Google responded. Not by word, but in silence. An enormous
crawl of the net was performed and even though it still says `Searching 8,168,684,336 web pages' on
the google home page, it is obvious that they have indexed a lot more pages.

These new pages actually were ignored by Google before but it seems that the spider rules of google
have been changed in order to increase the index. Obviously this could not happen unnoticed. And
noticing it we did. Many sites are seeing reduced traffic since Friday, August 19th, 2005.

Considering that Google has special rules for newly indexed pages, (Simply said: no PR so PR is not
taken into account when determining the position of the page*) you can see lots of PR0 pages rank
high that weren't there before. Some of the sites I monitor show a decrease in traffic of about 20 to
30%. If Google indexed about 20 to 30% more pages then this explains the decrease in traffic. These
new pages get found, but the number of searches has not increased. In other words, the amount of
traffic Google generates now is spread over 20 to 30% more pages. High ranking sites lose traffic
(especially content rich sites) to all these new pages that have been indexed. In a next PR update this
lost traffic should be recovered partly I believe, though all these new pages also contain new links so it
is a swag (Silly Wild Ass Guess) to predict what will happen in the next PR update.

It is interesting to see how Google now made the fairly commercial decision to respond to Yahoo's
increased index. A leader sometimes needs to punch a challenger in the face in order to maintain the
respect of the group. They did this, though for now it seems to be just a small punch, which makes me
believe we can expect more from Google.

*Controversial, not generally accepted, theory of mine.

Peter Faber is an SEO Consultant and works for TextLinkBrokers. This article may be published only
with working links to

http://www.textlinkbrokers.com

and

http://www.i−brane.com

.
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