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God has an enemy — Cremastocheilus Beetle

In the Americas a little brown or black beetle lives that most of us would not even
notice. In fact, most of you would probably just step on it if you came across it. But,
this little beetle has a fascinating story.

This beetle happens to be a parasite. We usually think of a parasite as something that
lives in or on us and makes us sick or itch. But this beetle is a parasite on ants!

Its name is Cremastocheilus (Kree—-mast-oh—-kyle'-us), sometimes called the
anteater scarab and is nothing special to look at. But, it has an incredible ability. It is
able to change the way it smells.

If you are familiar with ants, then you know that they are able to recognize others in
their colonies with their marvelous sense of smell. They cannot do it by sight, because
they cannot see very well. In fact, some ants are totally blind. So, when two ants
meet, they will stroke the other ant with their antennae collecting minute amounts

of chemicals in special receptors that allow them to identify if the other ant is friend

or foe.

Incredibly, the Cremastocheilus beetle can change the way it smells. When it is time
for the female beetle to lay her eggs, she will go to an ant nest and walk up to the
entrance. She then changes the way she smells so that the ants will think that she
is an ant from that colony.

Once she has passed the guards, she makes her way down into the ant nest and
finds the nursery. She then lays her eggs in with the ant eggs.
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When the baby beetle hatches, it smells like a baby ant. But, it does not eat what
baby ants eat. It eats baby ants! The ants take care of it anyway, because to them
it smells right.

When the baby beetle gets big enough, it will pupate and then become an adult.
As an adult, it leaves the ant nest to find another adult beetle to mate with. The
female will then find another ant nest and start the cycle over again.

When | think of this beetle, it reminds me a lot of God's enemy, sin. We are so
blind, that in many respects we are just like the ant. We think that sin is normal
in our lives and so we just tend to ignore it. We need special direction from God
to recognize and destroy the sin in our lives.

If we don't get rid of the sin, it will destroy the most precious things in our
lives and eventually kill us as well. Let's ask God to help us to find the
parasites in our lives and destroy them.

Resources

I have not been able to find common books with pictures of Cremastocheilus in them.
However, there are a few published on the web. | suggest going to Google.com and
clicking on the images tab. Then search for cremastocheilus and you should be able
to find an image or two.

If you want to collect some specimens, the easiest way to do that is to put a large
flat rock on the nest of one of the large carpenter ant colonies found in most pine
forests. You can tell them, because they make a large pile of pine needles and if
you listen, you can hear them rustling around inside. To catch some, place a large
flat rock on the side of the nest. Come back in a few days when the sun has been
warming up the rock. One of these beetles can often be found warming up under the
rock.
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Ron McCluskey is an emergency room physician and amateur naturalist. Growing up, he studied
insects and birds. While he continues to enjoy studying these natural subjects, his interest has grown
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to include the rest of creation as well.He has spent over a year doing volunteer work in tropical
countries. While there he enjoyed seeing how God's creation gives ample evidence of His intimate
knowledge and care for His nature.
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God wants you to live an abundant and prosperous life. But,
please don't think the devil is going to just stand by and watch
while God outrageously prospers you. The devil's whole purpose is
to kill, steal, and destroy. (John 10:10)

Well, if that's the case, what are we to do? Ephesians 6:11 says,
"Put on the whole armor of God that you may be able to stand
against the wiles of the devil." Truth, righteousness,

preparation to share the gospel, faith, salvation, and the Word
of God is the armor. Verse 16 says, "Above all, take the shield
of faith with which you will be able to quench all the fiery

darts of the enemy."

Faith is a shield. When the devil's lies come at you, you must
know what God's Word says concerning your circumstances in order
to quench the devil's lies.

Unfortunately, too many Christians are ignorant of God's Word, so
they operate in a spirit of fear, which is the opposite of faith.

We cannot operate in a spirit of faith and a spirit of fear at

the same time. We will flow in one or the other. We must oppose
the spirit of fear and close the door on the devil so we may move
forward with God's plan for our lives.

As Faith is our shield (our defense), God's Word is our Sword
(our offense).

Now, we must not only believe God's Word, but we must speak it.
Our words are containers of power. When all hell is coming
against us, we need to hold fast to the confession of our faith

and say what the Word says in light of our situation instead of
what the circumstances look like or how they make us feel.

Not speaking the positive report of God's Word is the reason why
so many believers fall short of receiving God's best. 2
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Corinthians 4:13 says, "l believed, and therefore have | spoken."

By speaking negative words we are in agreement with the devil.
The door then becomes open for him to produce the very conditions
you are speaking. Instead, speak the promises of God, get into

agreement with Him, and you will eventually see God's promises
fulfilled in your life.

Daniel N. Brown is the publisher of the "Living the Abundant and Prosperous Christian Life"
Newsletter. A free weekly publication that teaches how to live the abundant and prosperous Christian
life. Receieve a free copy of Dan's 14 page report entitled, "5 Biblical Keys to Outrageous Prosperity,"
when you sign up. www.secretplaceonline.com/newsletter
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