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God's Broken Promise

By Greg Neyman

One of the common claims by young earth creationists is that if Noah's Flood were a local flood,

then God has broken his promise many times. According to The Answers Book, chapter 10,

"If the Flood were local, God would have repeatedly broken His promise never to send such a Flood
again. There have been huge 'local' floods in recent times: in Bangladesh, for example, where 80% of
that country has been inundated, or Europe in 2002."(Footnote 1)

Is there any truth to this claim? Do the local floods we see today constitute a breaking of the covenant
God made with Noah? First, let's read the covenant in Genesis 9:8−15.

8 Then God spoke to Noah and to his sons with him, saying, 9 "Now behold, I Myself do establish My
covenant with you, and with your descendants after you; 10 and with every living creature that is with
you, the birds, the cattle, and every beast of the earth with you; of all that comes out of the ark, even
every beast of the earth. 11 And I establish My covenant with you; and all flesh shall never again be
shut off by the water of the flood, neither shall there again be a flood to destroy the earth." 12 And
God said, "This is the sign of the covenant which I am making between Me and you and every living
creature that is with you, for all successive generations; 13 I set My bow in the cloud, and it shall be
for a sign of a covenant between Me and the earth. 14 And it shall come about, when I bring a cloud
over the earth, that the bow shall be seen in the cloud, 15 and I will remember My covenant, which is
between Me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and never again shall the water become a
flood to destroy all flesh." To answer this question, one must look at exactly what the covenant says.
First, who is the covenant with? This is contained in verses 9−10. Clearly, it was made with Noah and
his sons, and their descendents. It was also made with every living creature that is with Noah. At the
end of verse 10, God extends it to "even every beast of the earth." There is no question who the
covenant is with, however it is interesting that God makes a distinction between the living creatures
with Noah (with every living creature that is with you), and the rest of the creatures (even every beast
of the earth). Why would God make this distinction? If all the animals were killed, and Noah had all the
survivors on the ark, then it was useless to extend the covenant beyond the ark's inhabitants. This
indicates that the flood was local, and there were animal populations outside of the inhabitants of the
ark. If every living thing were on the ark, the term "even every beast of the earth" gives no additional
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meaning to the text.

But what is the exact covenant? This is in verses 11 and 15.

11 "And I establish My covenant with you; and all flesh shall never again be shut off by the water of the
flood, neither shall there again be a flood to destroy the earth." 15 "and I will remember My covenant,
which is between Me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and never again shall the water
become a flood to destroy all flesh."

The key term to examine is "all flesh." What is the meaning of this term? This is tied to the beginning of
the ark story, where God stated the purpose of the Flood.

Morris and Whitcomb in their book, The Genesis Flood, (Footnote 2) say the purpose of the flood was
to destroy both man, beast, creeping things, and birds. The key is in Genesis 6:12:

And God looked upon the earth, and, behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted his way upon
the earth. (KJV)

The purpose of the flood was to wipe out this corruption. The main meaning for the Hebrew word for
flesh in the Flood chapters, bâsâr, is person or man. The Hebrew dictionary doesn't even make it
possible to extend this to animal flesh. God is not talking about the corruption of the animal kingdom,
but about man's corruption. This is corrected in some other translations (NIV="people";
Amplified="humanity"). The purpose of the flood was to wipe out man, not animals. Yes, animals in the
flooded locations would be killed, but they are not the target of God.

The main point of the covenant is that man shall never again be wiped from the face of the earth. Local
floods since the time of Noah have never wiped man from the face of the earth. Yes, many have been
killed, but never to the scale of Noah's Flood, where only eight people were left alive.

When local floods occur today, they come nowhere close to wiping out humanity. The Answers Book
lists the Bangladesh floods, where thousands have died. Yet there are billions of people still on planet
earth after those floods. Clearly this does not compare with Noah's Flood, where more than 99 percent
of mankind was wiped out. Even the Tsunami of 2004, which killed hundreds of thousands, cannot
compare to Noah's Flood.

In local floods today, less than 1/100th of one percent of the worlds populations are killed. In Noah's
flood, almost 100 percent of mankind was killed. There is no comparison.

God extends his covenant to the creatures of the earth as well, saying that they would also be spared
from floods of the magnitude of Noah's Flood. Yes, animals are killed when local floods occur, but they
do not come close to the magnitude of Noah's Flood, where an entire species was almost wiped out
(humankind, except for Noah's family).

The only other term to consider is "neither shall there again be a flood to destroy the earth." We cannot
know the extent of Noah's Flood geographically...we can only assume that it covered all the lands
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inhabited by humans at the time. Although local floods do harm the earth, it is a safe assumption that
the extent of Noah's Flood has not been repeated. It may also be important to note that the Hebrew
word for earth, 'erets, also means land in general, such as a field, or nations, or even "ground".

Conclusion

Clearly, God has not flooded the earth in the same way he did during Noah's time, with the same
impact. God has not broken His promise. Mankind has never been wiped from the face of the earth
again. This claim made by young earth creationists has no basis in fact.

1 Was the Flood global?, The Answers Book (web version),
answersingenesis.org/Home/Area/AnswersBook/global10.asp

2 Henry Morris, John Whitcomb, The Genesis Flood. Baker Book House, 1961. pp. 11−14
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Suppose we make a promise that seems fully reasonable. Though later, circumstances arise in which
we have to neglect someone in need in order to fulfill that promise.

Maybe a person came to visit and was just leaving in time to fulfill the original promise, but they slip
and fall ... being injured and in need of medical attention. Do we leave the injured person unattended
because we made a promise? Of course not.

But, what if we aren't doing what God called us to, because we are busy keeping our word elsewhere,
and miss the opportunity to meet a spiritual need. Isn't it the same thing? The only difference is where
the wound is located.

Maybe we gave our word and later realized God wasn't calling us to it. Do we ignore what God is
calling us to in order to meet the previous obligation? Does He come first or second?
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In such cases, we have a choice. Is our word God? Is the law our God? Is what people think our God?
Or, does God's will for us come above all gods?

If we make a promise, only later to realize our error, in order for God to be first − we just might have to
eat humble pie. But, therein is a lesson to be learned. The error in making such a promise wasn't
God's.

There's an easy way to not make the same mistake twice. Don't make promises you may not be able
to keep. We can say, 'if the Lord be willing.' But, that's about all we can honestly agree to, knowing that
none of us knows what tomorrow may bring.

Perhaps what God is calling us to today may not be the same as tomorrow. All any of us can rightly do
is what God is calling us to, until God calls us to move on.

Only once we've heard from God can we be, 'A Man of HIS Word.'
And to walk with Him, we must first be available.

© by Joyce C. Lock

http://my.homewithgod.com/blessingsandlessons/
http://www.aspecialplace.net/ChristianityMadeSimple/
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/HeavenlyInspirations−originalwritings/
http://our.homewithgod.com/heavenlyinspirations/heavenlyinspirations−intro.htm
This writing may be used in its entirety, with credits in tact,
for non−profit ministering purposes.

In addition to being a published author and poet, Joyce C. Lock created the religion column,
"Christianity Made Simple" for Peru Daily Tribune, continues to write inspirational articles for area
newspapers, and shares further in online and e−mail ministries.
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