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Golf Instruction — The Right Way to Get your Game Going
By Simon Ashton
Unless you are born a natural golf player, you will need golf instruction if you expect to improve your

game. Employing a professional golf pro can help you target the weaknesses in your swing and
diagnose your hooks. A professional golfer will be able to share with you some of the secrets of the
trade and show you simple mind games that will help you focus better, before and after every shot you
take on course.

Even the best amateur golfers out there, although they probably don't want to admit it, take tutoring
from the pros. Natural born athletes like the Michael Jordan's and Michael Schmidt's of the world need
help from the pros every once in a while to improve their game by pointing out the slight faults in their
back swings or how they look up in their short game. Even the elite of golfers seek out advice from
those who are considered the gurus for golf instruction when they are in a decline or losing distance on
their drives.

In other words, it isn't a bad thing that you want golf lessons. That is exactly what the golf pros are for.
That is the reason why they have trained hard and become certified by the PGA. It isn't easy to be
certified as a golf pro. It takes years of hard work, studying and training to obtain that qualification. Part
of their learning process is to learn how to, not only teach golf but to plan a club tournament, deal with
club members and even run the club shop. Even after they have qualified as a golf pro, they still enrol
in the occasional seminar or course to brush up on new teaching techniques.

Of course, golf instruction is a crucial aspect of this training and their work. This is the reason, after all,
why English and Scottish golfer first came to America at the start of the twentieth century. Several
decades after they had established the PGA to spread the word of golf and teach Americans how to
play, golf is now played and taught all over the world. Those Scottish and English players sure made
tough competition for themselves.
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Golf Instruction
By Andy West

A boy once learned to double his driving yardage from a single tip, and later wrote a book about it and
dedicated it to his instructor. A career in golf instruction can be extremely rewarding, and lead to
unexpected great occurrences. The key to getting involved in golf instruction is simply finding it in your
heart to make time to do it.

Common misconceptions about golf instructors are that they were PGA professional players, or local
golf pro's for a country club. This is not the case most of the time, and often those involved in golf
instruction simply have experience in the game of golf. They have received some education that allows
them to instruct others. While being a former pro might add to your credibility, it won't make or break a
golf instruction career.

Often people will wonder what the best way to get involved with golf instruction is if they aren't to
become a professional golfer. The answer to this commonly asked question is through education.
There are academies that will train students to become golf instruction experts, and help them earn
relevant certifications to prove it. This is the easiest way to get certified, and help your business career
in golf instruction take off.

While chances are the most suitable job will be at a country club, there are other places one can be
involved in golf instruction. For one thing, the driving range is a great place to get many clients and
keep a robust business. On a driving range people are often working on their swing, which of course is
one of the most fundamental elements of golf instruction. It makes perfect sense that a large amount of
business would come from the driving range.

Another great way to make money on golf instruction is through freelancing. The usual routes taken to
obtain a qualified golf instructor can intimate many people. They will normally look in the local classified
ads. As golf gains in popularity, the opportunity for freelancers is great. Also, freelancing in golf
instruction allows one to obtain valuable experience that they can use towards building a career in golf.
There aren't many freelance careers with more demand than that of golf instruction. Everyone seems
to want to improve their swing, and you can be the one that teaches them how to do it.
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Finally there is the traditional route that most golf instruction experts follow. This route is to gain
expertise, and to work for a country club. This is something that works well for those looking for a
steady paycheck, and a lot of upward mobility. Working in golf instruction at a country club can lead to
bigger and better things in the future for your golf career. Such as gaining a healthy freelance business
on the side and possibly getting involved with course management or pro shop sales.

Before any of these jobs are possible, it is often necessary to gain golf instruction experience. Some
will take jobs apprenticing for established golf instructors, while others will go to school to pursue this
career. While both roads lead to the same destination, often school is a better choice because of the
benefits that it offers outside of golf instruction. At most golf schools today one can achieve a degree
that allows them to both work in golf instruction, as well as in other facets of the golf business, such as
turf management, course management, and other exciting areas of the business. A career in golf
instruction is literally just a few steps away, for those that choose to get an education.

Andy West is a freelance writer and communications specialist for SDGA. San Diego Golf Academy is
a premier golf school with five locations across the United States. For more information on golf
instruction, please visit
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