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Golf Schools Provide A 'Way Out'
By Andy West
Many Americans find themselves forced to choose between poverty and risking injury in a

dangerous job. As Nick Helms, a San Diego Golf Academy student who lost his father in a mining
accident, has found, an education in golf can provide a path out of this type of existence.

Nick Helms knows better than anyone what can happen in a dangerous job, such as mining: in early
January of 2006, his father and 12 other miners were trapped in an explosion in the Sago Mine,
located in West Virginia. Only one of the miners made it out alive.

Despite the danger inherent in these jobs, many miners continue with the work simply because they
have no choice. There are few other jobs in the area that can offer a comparable income. Terry Helms
had been a coal miner for 35 years, and he knew well the dangers involved; in fact, he strove to keep
his son from facing the same dangers by encouraging Nick to pursue a better life.

Like many others before him, Nick Helms found his escape at the San Diego Golf Academy.
Determined to pursue his dream career as a professional golfer, the younger Helms enrolled at the
SDGA-Myrtle Beach golf school. With state—of-the—art equipment and facilities, resources such as golf
job placement services, and more than 30 years' worth of successful graduates in the field, SDGA will
provide Nick with all the education and resources he needs to pursue a successful golf career.

As Sports lllustrated Online reported in its June 14th article, "To Honor the Father," pursuing his dream
career is Nick's way of honoring Terry Helm's wishes. As a San Diego Golf Academy student, Nick will
gain an education that will ensure his future, protecting him from the need to put his own life on the line
in order to pay the bills or feed his family.
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Andy West is a freelance writer and communications specialist for SDGA. San Diego Golf Academy is
a premier golf school with five locations across the United States. For more information on San Diego
Golf Academy golf schools and opportunities for golf jobs, please visit

http://www.sdgagolf.com

Internships Help Golf School Graduates Find Jobs
By Andy West

San Diego Golf Academy, a network of five golf schools with a long—standing reputation for quality golf
education, knows the important role that internships play in the placement of their program graduates.
As part of their educational program, SDGA offers internships that relate to golf careers: for example,
internships with Troon Golf, the world leader in luxury golf resorts, are available to students at all
SDGA locations.

But why do golf schools such as San Diego Golf Academy go out of their way to provide their students
with the on—-the—job training and experience they get from an internship? As Paul Zagnoni, President of
SDGA, tells it, internships bridge the gap between an education and a livelihood.

"Participating in an internship is an important part of preparing for a golf career,” said Zagnoni.
“Internships allow students to experience firsthand what golf jobs are like, as well as providing
hands—on experience that will help students find golf jobs after graduation.”

Troon Golf's internships, which are available to 3rd and 4th semester students at all San Diego Golf
Academy golf schools, will allow students to experience a variety of golf jobs. Although interns will be
paid only minimum wage for 20 hours of work per week, the 12-week programs are worth much more
than the income they generate: students will find out firsthand what a golf career will be like.

Internships also allow golf school students to learn about the employers in their field. An internship with
Troon Golf, a company that prides itself on providing the best golfing experience that money can buy,
allows students to see how a luxury golf resort operates - from its five—star service to its superior
playing facilities and equipment. Regardless of whether the students pursue golf jobs in the same field
after graduation, having interned with such a distinguished company will open many doors for them.

Many golf schools, such as San Diego Golf Academy, also provide students and graduates with an
important resource to help them find golf jobs and internships: a guaranteed job placement service.
GolFutures, SDGA's golf employment company, successfully places more than 85% of their graduates
in golf jobs. In addition to providing golf internships for the students, many golf resorts and other
employers - such as Troon Golf - list golf job openings with the school's placement office.

There are many factors that go into a successful golf career. Although education from a good golf
school is important, it is actually job experience that opens doors in the field. For this reason,
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internships are an important part of the golf school experience, as they give students the opportunity to
gain job experience prior to graduation.

Andy West is a freelance writer and communications specialist for SDGA. San Diego Golf Academy is
a premier golf school with five locations across the United States. For more information on starting a
golf career, please visit

http://www.sdgagolf.com
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