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Golf Tips On When To Chip Versus Putting

By George Gabriel

Playing a chip shot from the fringe of a green versus putting through the fringe can be a little

confusing for the average golfer. A lot of golfers choose to putt for the fear of not being able to control
the distance of a chip shot around a green, and lets not talk about choking a chip shot. More often than
not the confidence lies in the ability to putt the ball. When do you decide to chip instead of putt?

A quick review of some your options will help in the decision process. The circumstances have to be
right to putt the ball. Here are some golf tips to consider and several situations to help your decision on
choosing to chip the golf ball rather than electing to putt.

You may want to chip in these circumstances.

(1)Wet grass or thick grass.

The moisture or thickness of the grass is going to slow up the ball considerably, therefore weight of
putt has to be determined to get it through the grass, and once you get it rolling on the green, the
weight of putt it took you to get it through the fringe may not be enough or too much distance for the
golf hole. In this circumstance there is too much weight control to consider.

(2)A very wet or slow green.

Chipping the golf ball will take a lot of moisture out of play, and a slow green forces you to swing
harder with a putter to get the golf ball up to the hole, when the art of putting should call for a soft
touch.

(3)Long grass and uphill to the hole.

You have to hit it harder to get it through the grass with a putter and up to the hole. Eliminate the
chance of getting the golf ball caught up in the grass by chipping out and over.

(4)Over 7 feet of grass between golf ball and start of green, and hole is beyond center of green.
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Chipping over the grass will eliminate slowing the golf ball up if you have a lot of green to work with.

(5)Hole is beyond center of green and more than 20 feet.

The odds are higher on getting the golf ball beyond 20 feet with a chipper versus a putter.

(6)Sprinkler system directly in front of line to golf hole or other obstacle that will affect the roll of golf
ball.

Eliminate possible deflection of golf ball by chipping over the obstacle.

(7)Too much rolling terrain in the first 1/3 distance to the hole.

Taking most of the rolling green out of play by chipping over will give you a lot less rolling green to read
unless you are very good at reading greens.

You have the ultimate decision on your ability to play any one of these golf club selections in these
circumstances, but there is a good reason to think about these circumstances before you choose the
club. I hope some of these golf tips will help in your decision process, and your goal to save strokes.

Tee Times

http://www.golfanchor.net

− Started playing golf and learned the game as a caddie back in

the mid−sixties.

How To Chip As If You Were Putting

By Jack Moorehouse

The chip shot is one of the easiest to learn in the game. Yet, many recreational players have trouble
hitting the short chip shot, even after several golf instruction sessions. In fact, they're so bad, they
substitute their putter for wedge, which isn't always wise, as I explain in my golf lessons.

Using a putter when you need a pitching wedge or a sand wedge is, needless to say, a poor decision.
It can add strokes to your overall score or cost you a hole in match play. It's a problem you must
overcome to lower your golf handicap. If you can't hit a short chip shot well, don't despair. There's help.

The inability to hit a short chip shot is as much mental as physical. To overcome these obstacles, you
need to simplify both your mental approach and your physical technique. The next time you have a
short chip shot, try using an 8 iron instead of a wedge. It's an approach I sometimes use myself. That's
because it works.
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Here are 6 keys to chipping as if you were putting that I recommend in my golf lessons:

· Replace your wedge with an 8 iron · Take a normal putting stance · Place hands and weight forward
· Hold the club vertically · Hit the ball off the toe−end of the clubface · Rock your shoulders to control
roll of ball

First, set−up as if your were going to make a long putt. Use your normal putting grip and play the ball
back in your stance, off the inside of the heel of your back foot. The 8 iron is ideal for this type of shot
because it's short enough to deloft without the club's shaft hitting you during the shot.

Also, keep your hands and weight forward, favoring your front side, as you would if you were hitting a
chip shot. Hold the club vertically, so that the club's heel is raised off the ground, enabling you to stand
closer to the ball. And spread your elbows

Moving the ball back in your stance and shifting your weight forward positions the ball off the toe−end of
the clubhead when you hit it. Using the toe−end will deaden the ball when you make contact. It will also
help control the ball's roll.

Hit the ball with a gentle rocking of the shoulders, as you would if you were putting. This technique
raises the club several inches off the ground in the backswing and forces you to hit down on the ball
slightly, chipping it into the air. Concentrate on maintaining the width of the gap between your elbows
as you swing thorough. It also ensures a pure arms−and−shoulders motion.

Using the 8−iron approach takes your wrists out of play. Recreational golfers who have trouble making
short chip shots often have overly active wrists. With my approach, you'll eliminate your wrists yet still
strike the ball solidly−−just keep your head still and focus on making a short, firm follow−through,

You can also use my approach for longer chip shots. Just lengthen your stroke to play the longer shot,
as you would if you were hitting a long putt. For extra long chip shots, try using a 5 or 6 iron to get the
required roll.

Chip under Target Drill The key to accurate chipping is keeping the ball low so it runs like a putt when
it hits the ground. Here's a drill I use in my golf lessons designed to teach players to keep the ball low.

Lay a club or bag horizontally across two baskets placed about three feet apart. Then, step back a few
feet and try chipping under the obstacle toward the hole, using either a wedge or an 8 iron.

To chip under the obstacle, you must deloft the club, which you can do by keeping your hands ahead
of the clubhead when you swing. Having a visual obstacle to hit the ball under forces you to develop
your ability to keep the ball low. Keep practicing this shot until it becomes second nature

Hitting the short chip shot well−−whether you use a wedge or an 8 iron−− is a start toward improving
your short game, and chopping strokes of your golf handicap. And aren't those the real goals?

Jack Moorehouse is the author of the best−selling book "How To Break 80 And Shoot Like The Pros
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." He is NOT a golf pro, rather a working man that has helped thousands

of golfers from all seven continents lower their handicap immediately.
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