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The problem with being compassionate is you can go
off to wrong extremes like gushy sentimentalism,
undiscerning empathy, or taking up offenses on the
behalf of others.

This is true for all good character traits. If we
lose balance, each of the positives about us can
wander off on a tangent and become something bad.

Here's another example; the problem with being
discrete is the potential for over—cautiousness,
secretiveness, timidness, and sometimes just scaring
ourselves out of doing or saying anything.

The fair-minded can be so concerned about weighing
all the pros and cons that they become indecisive
and indiscriminate.

| stumbled on this while looking for positive traits

in someone that I've neglected to encourage. Maybe
you knew it, and | think | sort of did, but now this
dawns on me in a new light.

If we have an irregular person in our lives, who seems
to have nothing but negative traits, try looking for

that "seed of greatness" (as Zig Ziggler calls it),

in that person — a good trait that has gone off on a
tangent.
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| like to think of myself as compassionate and discrete,
but I have to admit | have gone overboard and been
downright gushy, and sometimes given disproportionate
attention for the wrong things. Or, I've been wrongly
discrete by becoming secretive and timid and not even
saying a few appropriate words. So | have to agree

that this principle holds water.

But now is it really possible to look at someone who
is exhibiting a wrong behaviour and thinking, "I know
that person has a seed for [your example], so | will

recognize and respond to that, and hope to bring
him back on track." Assuming, of course, that as we
dwell on their positive trait, it will be nurtured and
grow stronger, and thus change that person.

Wouldn't that be first class intentional friendship?!
Are you willing to experiment with this? Let me know
your results. We may have material for a good book.

ANNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNANN R yth Marlene Friesen, makes friends everywhere,just like
her alter ego, the heroine of her novel, Ruthe's Secret Roses. Discover the secrets ofintentional
friendship that transforms livesat http://Ruthes—SecretRoses.com. Subscribe toRoseBouquet to drink
refreshing rose dew!mailto:RoseBouquet-subscribe @yahoogroups.com
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How did you sell your last product? Imagine that | am a newbie writing you an e—mail after reading your
ebook. How would you answer the question? | bet you could send me a 300 word reply in no time.
Words would flow from your keyboard as fast as you can type. You have just written your next article.
Don't think so? Too easy? Read the next paragraph.

Robert Allen has written you an e-mail. He needs you to write a chapter in a new book that he is
putting together and he needs it in a week. Are you up to the task? Can you have it done in time? The
theme of the chapter: the unique way that you sold your last product. Okay, start writing. How long did
it take you to write the first sentence? A hour, two. Remember, millions of readers will be viewing the
results.
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If you want to, do both exercises above and compare the results. Which piece reads better? Which one
sounds like a high school textbook? Read them aloud and | bet the answer becomes clearer. You
would be proud to let anyone read the e—mail addressed to the newbie but create a pen name for the
book chapter. Why is there a difference here? Both of the subjects were the same. The same person
wrote both pieces. Or was it the same person?

In example one, you were yourself. You were just answering a question. You were more than happy to
explain your knowledge to someone who just casually wrote you an e—mail. In example two, you
became "the author". Maybe you had to outline the chapter first, make notes, research it. In other
words, do as many things as possible to put off what you really sat down to do. Just write. After all, with
thousands of readers critiquing your work, everything has to be perfect. There is no room for mistakes.
And yet the e—mail reads better.

So why not write an e-mail. The next time you have a great idea for an article, turn that idea into a
guestion and e—mail it to yourself. Well, you don't actually have to go that far, but if it helps, do it. Then
all you have to do is reply to it. Don't worry about grammar. Don't worry about going off on a tangent.
That tangent may be exactly what you need to make your article, oops, "e—mail" stand out. Just explain
everything you need to in order to get your point across. If you need to, click "Create" in Outlook and
start writing. Try it. And don't follow the instructions in the next few paragraphs until you are done with
your e—mail.

When you are done, read it out loud. Any time you slow down or stumble over the words, cut those
word out. Any part that sounds like your sixth grade English teacher instead of you, chop it. Take no
prisoners. You will know your own voice when you hear it. Just listen for it. Your readers want a new
perspective just as much as they want information. You are not writing for the New York Times and you
definitely don't want to become Joe Friday. Slip the facts in with your personality and your readers will
be flocking to your web site in search of more info. Or for that matter, they will be flocking just about
anywhere you want them to flock.

Don't forget to make sure you covered everything that you needed to cover. If you need add a word

here and rearrange paragraphs there, do so. Once the idea is alive in your e-mail, it is hard to kill it.
Don't worry about that. Just make your e-mail complete. You will know when it is. You will get that
feeling that is hard to explain, but involves printing your article out, sticking it to your refrigerator, telling
your neighbors, and rehearsing for your Pulitzer Prize acceptance speech. If you notice any of these
symptoms, your can now safely begin to refer to your "e—mail" as an article without killing it or triggering
writer's block.

Use this method as described and | promise you will become a much more productive writer. So how
did you make your last online sale? Write me an e-mail.

P. S. I did write this in Outlook and addressed it directly to you.

Stephan Miller is a ebay seller, freelance programmer, writer, and webmaster at
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