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Grace: God's unmerited favor, unconditional love, when we get what we don't deserve, when we get
something far greater than anything we deserved, when we hit the end of the road and find a second
chance, salvation, forgiveness.

When your child has been severely injured, due to your neglect, yet they recover without permanent
scars; then, you know grace.

When you've been unfaithful to your mate and that love is restored; then, you know grace.

When you've made a mistake of catastrophic proportion and someone else pays your bill; then, you
know grace.

Grace looses clinical definition when it happens to you; when it becomes very real, personal, and
undefinably joyful.

Jesus gave His life to pay our debt and give us this wonderful gift of grace. He only asks one thing in
return, "Love one another as | have loved you," John 15:12. It's our way of saying, "Thank you!"

© by Joyce C. Lock
http://our.homewithgod.com/heavenlyinspirations/

This writing may be used in its entirety, with credits in tact,
for non—profit ministering purposes.

Joyce C. Lock is a published author, poet, and columnist. In addition, she founded and maintains the
e—mail ministries "Heavenly Inspirations™ http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Heavenlyinspirations/ and
"Share a Smile" http://groups.yahoo.com/group/smilesharing/. Joyce's writings encourage us in our
relationship with God and each other.
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Terry Dashner................. Faith Fellowship Church, PO Box 1586, Broken Arrow, OK 74013

Listen to this:"Remember the former things long past, for | am God, and there is no other; | am God,
and there is no one like Me." (Isaiah 46:9). Do you hear what God is saying? He wants us to remember
what He has done in the past. Why does He want us to live in the past? He doesn't want us to live in
the past. He wants us to reflect on the past to be encouraged today. In other words if God was faithful
yesterday, He is trustworthy today and will be trustworthy tomorrow.

Now let's take this a step or two further. Paul said in Titus 2:11, "The grace of God has appeared.” In
John's Gospel we read that Jesus was "full of grace and truth.” The grace that God promised in the
past has come in the person of Jesus Christ. John Piper, in his book Future Grace (Multnomah
Publishers, Inc. and Inter-Varsity Press) says this: "Christ came to guarantee that the promises of the
Old Testament would indeed come true. He came for the sake of future grace. From the time of Christ
onwards, every look back should include a look to Jesus. Without him there would be no future grace.”

Is it all about Jesus? Yes, it is. Let me continue, please. Paul writing a letter of reconciliation to the
saints in Corinth says this: "As many as may be the promises of God, in Him they are yes" (I
Corinthians 1:20). Again Piper says (in regards to what Paul is saying in the text), "Have you said yes
to all the future grace of God's Yes to you in Christ? Is there any of God's Yes to which you are saying,
"No," or "Maybe," or, 'Not now'?' This text begs for immediate and radical response. It calls us to cry out
to God, ‘I consecrate myself to forsake the "No' and the "Maybe' and the "Not Now' of my unbelief. And
| say "Yes' to every future grace of every promise in Yes to me.™

Every one without Christ as Savior comes to God through Christ. The sinner brings all his or her needs
and finds God the Father coming to him or her in Christ Jesus with all His goodness promised to His
children. Jesus is the mediator between God and man. In Christ | lay down my needs. And in Christ |
pick up my blessings that God has for me, that God wants me to have. Everything that God has
promised you and me for today and tomorrow is found in Christ, God's revealed Grace and Glory to us.

Now in light of this information, consider the power of "AMEN!" To say "Amen" at the promises of God
is to affirm them. It is to say, "Yes! And so let it be." So the promises of God are in Christ "Yes and
Amen," right? That's what the Bible says, and it doesn't lie. When we go to praying in the name of
Jesus, we go to where the "Yes" is. God says, in effect, "Yes, | will answer you. Call on me. Prove me
faithful. Watch me bless you." When we conclude our pray with "Amen!" we are affirming God's Glory.
We are affirming by oath, as it were, "God you will do this for your Glory's sake. God you will Glorify the
name of Jesus. God you want to manifest your Glory through us by blessing us..." We are going to
God through Jesus empty, devoid of resources, without strength, weak and frail but, nevertheless,
trusting that God will fill us with His Holy Spirit, grant us His everlasting resources, strengthen our
hearts, and give us grace, more grace and all grace sufficient to lift us up. Glory to God! (I wish | could
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attach the shout of praise).

Let me conclude with these final words from Pastor Piper: "When we pray, we say Amen to God
through Christ, because God has said Amen to all his promises in Christ. Prayer is the confident plea
for God to make good on his promises of future grace for Christ's sake. Prayer links our faith in future
grace with the foundation of it all, Jesus Christ.” So, it really is all about Jesus. Isn't it?

Keep the faith. Stay the course. Jesus is on His way for you. A place has been already prepared for
you. Pastor T.——by grace.

Pastors a church in Broken Arrow, OK. He writes articles that are used for daily devotions through his
mailings:tdash0355atnetzerodotcom.
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