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HOW GREENHOUSE GASES WILL DESTROY THE EARTH.

By Arthur Zulu

Death came swiftly for the Great Julius Caesar on his way to the capitol. And one of his murderers?
Brutus, a trusted friend!

If you talk of betrayals, more bizarre things have happened. For even Agamemon −− conqueror of lands
and of mighty men, was killed by his own wife!

But pity neither Caesar, nor Agamemon. For your best riends are this moment betraying you. They
have dug your grave, made out your coffin and are preparing to announce your obituary, even while
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you are still alive!

But hold on before you dispatch hired assassins to good old Billy, or faithful Penelope, and end up in
the dock for first−degree murder. Who are these friends?

They are greenhouse gases. Now, try this experiment. Find
a hot corner of the street, park your car there, and shut yourself inside with the windows closed. How
do you find
the experience?

The car will be terribly hot because while the transparent glass lets the sun's rays in, it cannot let out
the dangerous invisible infrared radiation. You will be killing yourself!

The same story proves true for the earth's atmosphere which acts like the glass in a greenhouse. It
traps the
sun's heat thereby warming the earth. Without it, the
earth orbiting in the cold, empty space, would freeze!

But too much of a good thing is bad. The greenhouse gases
−− our friends which make us warm, are turning into our enemies. Let's see their dubious roles.

WATER VAPOR
As our friend, it absorbs heat. But as our enemy it cooperates with other gases to sound our death
knell.

CARBON DIOXIDE
As our friend, it traps heat and sustains life. But we have produced too much of it that even the plants
and the ocean cannot absorb, and the surplus is turning up the earth's temperature.

METHANE
As our friend, this natural gas is as useful as carbon dioxide. But it has turned into an enemy because
we have produced twice as much as we need, and the excess is making it impossible for the
atmosphere to disintegrate other dangerous gases.

CFCs
As our friend, when chlorofluorocarbons are in the lower atmosphere, they are efficient heat absorbers.
But when they rise up, they become our enemies because they go to destroy the earth's protective
umbrella, the ozone.

NITROUS OXIDE
As our friend, this laughing gas like CFCs absorbs heat when it is in the lower atmosphere. But when it
goes up, it destroys the ozone.

OZONE
This gas is our friend when it is in the high atmosphere where it filters deadly ultraviolet radiation, the
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cause of
skin cancer. But when it comes down, it becomes our enemy.

Since these greenhouse gases are being added into the atmosphere daily from the use of fossil fuel,
how can the danger of mass poisoning be avoided?

Well, Homo Sapien the smart has already dreamed up solutions:

Man will harness solar power to replace conventional ones.

Man will invent clean burning hydrogen fuel in place of
the hazardous petroleum products.

Man will make a gigantic parasol to shield the earth from
the sun's dangerous rays.

Man will reforestate the globe to suck up excess carbon dioxide.

Man will fire up giant laser rays to kill CFCs before they damage the ozone.

Man will use solar power satellites to collect solar energy from space, and send it down as
microwaves, or laser beams, for use in place of burning fossil fuels.

Man will .... That's enough. Thank you man the wise. Clap for yourself!

Let's hope that you will fix the greenhouse gases before
they cover your grave!
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Antarctica, Is It Really In Danger?

By Julee Mitchelsin
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With all of the fervor these days about the dangers of global warming many people are concerned
about the fate of Antarctica. The fears are that the ice that makes up the continent is melting faster
than normal and not freezing back as it usually does with a very even ebb and flow. The concerns are
that this will eventually raise the sea level enough to put major cities and land masses under water and
leave millions of people homeless and/or even dead.

So who are making these claims? Well there are many scientists that have been looking at the earth's
climates and weather systems for a long time and trying to make sense of them. The earliest reason
for doing this was not to measure the affect of the greenhouse gases that are magnifying the suns
intensity and causing the heat to stay within it. They originally wanted to learn about the earth so that
they could by recognizing signs be could warn of natural disasters like earth quakes and hurricanes
and tsunamis. Since they have kept data to look for these signs they have noticed disturbing trends in
things like the average temperature and the increasing sea level and other things like the sized of the
ice cap over Antarctica and they seem to only be going in one direction which spells trouble.

Then they start looking for why this is happening, and the buzzword is generally global warming. They
cite the increase in certain gases like CO2 which are purportedly on the rise do to the millions of
different engines that burn fossil fuels across the world. Supposedly this changes the qualities of the
atmosphere that hold in the energy from the sun much like a green house does. What people don't
realize is that these are all theories to explain trends in the environment that no one has any clue
about. We know that Antarctica melts in places and at certain times and since we have been
measuring these things it appears that the land mass has gotten smaller−−but this is very flawed
thinking.

You see we have only been able to make specialized measurements like this for several decades
which may seem like a long enough time to make good guesses about the earth which is thousands of
years old (some even say billions). You just can't make definitive statements about trends that may just
be natural cycles that are 500 years in length. Even 100 year or 50 year cycles would not have been
fully measured yet. So we must cool our jets and take ourselves so seriously. We know a lot less about
the melting Antarctica and many other things that seem to be slowly headed toward disaster than we
think.

Julee Mitchelsin is a grade school science teacher with a PhD in earth science and a skepticism about
the media that can make you laugh or cry. If you are still interested in the fate of Antarctica you should
visit

http://www.learnantarctica.info
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