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Handcrafted Garden Bridges Builds Traditional Arched Span Bridges with Modern Flair
By joe Guraro
Handcrafted Garden Bridges, a California—based custom bridge making company, is currently

receiving international recognition for producing custom designed and handcrafted redwood garden
bridges for Japanese water gardens, Koi fish ponds and landscaped yards.

Though handcrafted wooden bridges have been used for many centuries for things such as draw
bridges, spanning crevices, creekMore information please contact:
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s, ponds, gulleys and anything from dips to depressions, a California—based custom bridge maker is
currently receiving international recognition for spanning the divide between traditional to modern
bridge making.

Japan started making wooden arch bridges many decades ago to beautify and maintain Koi ponds and
water gardens and now, in part due to the efforts of Handcrafted Garden Bridges and its unique use of
California Redwood or Western Red Cedar, other parts of the world are catching on. Typically made of
cedar, pine, douglas fir, Handcrafted Garden Bridges uses the more durable, weather, insect and water
resistant California Redwood. By using these materials, Handcrafted Garden Bridges last for many
years. In addition to using weather and water resistant wood or sealed and stained, Handcrafted
Garden Bridges uses stainless steel hardware such as bolts, washer, nuts and screws.
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As an added bonus, Handcrafted Garden Bridges are very easily assembled, taking an average of only
30 minutes to assemble, and require only a few tools. Each board is numbered and labeled, and each
post and rail easily matches the numbering system. "All that is required, is to put in the screws and
tighten," said owner and founder Joe Guraro. "Down through the ages, wooden arch bridges have
brought joy, beauty and comfort to pond owners, homeowners, farmers, and landscapers,” said owner
Joe Guraro, "I'd like to think that my bridges do the same." He also points out, that besides being an
attractive addition to any garden, it also has an added useful function of opening up an area that needs
to be easily accessed.

Redwood Garden Bridges will bring any backyard landscape alive. Unique and beautiful they add a
touch of class, placed over your Koi pond, dry Creek or stream. Experience the magic they bring to an
outdoor setting as a centerpiece to your haven. Custom built to the size you need for your landscaping
.We've Been Creating Bridge Masterpieces since 1998 , all our customers have been extremely happy
with there Redwood Garden Bridges.

Small Garden Bridges You'll Love To Cross!
By Robert Mosse

Small garden bridges have become an all-time favorite form of garden decor. They add just the right
touch that will turn a mediocre garden into something quite splendid.

This small structure is an ancient design that has been used across the ages for foot traffic and
decoration, and it goes by many descriptive names: Foot bridge, ornamental bridge, landscape
bridges, timber bridge, oriental bridge, Japanese bridge and garden bridge are just a few.

Small garden bridges are gently arched structures that span lengths from 5 feet to 20 feet, and are
usually about 3 feet wide. Some bridges feature a flat platform.

The simplest garden bridge is the arched or flat plank structure without hand or side rails. More
decorative garden bridges are built with ornamental and functional posts and side rails. Some side rails
are specifically designed to protect children and other pedestrians; other side rails are strictly for
decoration.

Garden landscaping bridges are not just for large, elaborate gardens. Many gardens that are small in
size are large in beauty simply because garden bridges have been added in just the right places. Used
over a small stream, rough terrain or even a little pond, bridges can add a wonderful, new dimension to
any garden.

With such popularity, small garden bridges are easy to find. Garden centers and home improvement
depots carry them, and one of the best places to find and compare garden bridges is online. Most
bridges are shipped requiring some assembly.

How To Select Small Garden Bridges
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Choosing the right garden bridge is easy with just a little planning. Look at the space you have and
decide where a bridge would fit in. Consider more than one area and then choose your favorite. Always
measure the area you intend your bridge to span.

When you measure the distance you want an arched garden bridge to reach across, you need to know
exactly how long the bridge will span. Measure the actual span length of the distance you wish to cover
and not the arch length. Some bridge builders may sell an "8 foot bridge" but it will actually only span
about 6 or 7 feet.

Make sure the bridge is made of weather and water resistant wood, or sealed and stained wood. Most
small garden bridges are constructed of cedar, teak, pressure treated pine, spruce, redwood, and birch
planks and posts. You can also find garden bridges made with an attractive steel frame with wooden
planks. The construction of the bridges should also use only stainless steel or galvanized hardware
such as bolts, washers, nuts and screws.

Try to find a garden bridge that is very easily assembled with only a few tools required. Find out if the

manufacturer numbered and labeled each board, each post and rail - so when it's time to assemble it,
you just match the numbers and put in the screws and tighten.

For Do-lt-Yourselfers, building a small garden bridge is a great project. Garden foot bridge plans are
always available at the same places you can find the actual bridges for sale.

Small garden bridges can be used in a host of garden and landscape settings. As a foot bridge over a
stream, or as a decorative accent through a large flower bed, these simple structures instill a functional
and captivating charm.

Copyright 2006 Robert Mosse

Robert Mosse is a gardening and lawn care specialist and author of the "Easy” Lawn and Gardening
Book Series. Visit Robert at

http://www.lawn—-and—gardening-tips.com
for great, hands—on gardening

information.
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