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Hanging Baskets − What A Great Idea

By Liz Norman

Hanging baskets can be as plain or as ornate as you choose. Full, ornate hanging baskets are

absolutely lovely when found hanging from lamp posts, porches and patio rafters. Of course there are
other places to show off your baskets, including Shepard hooks and strategically placed brackets
attached to outdoor structures. Such brackets made for this purpose can be found in your garden and
hardware stores.

The thing to keep in mind when planting your hanging baskets is you are going to want to fill them with
lots of trailing, flowering plants. Then you can add an upright plant or two in the center of the baskets
for a more balanced overall appearance.

The ideal hanging baskets are created from those peat−lined wire baskets you can find in the nursery
department of your favorite home improvement store. The reason these work so well is due to the fact
that once they are filled with soil, you can place your plants not only inside the basket, but also poke
them through the sides and bottom of the baskets, as well. Once the plants are going well, the overall
effect is an entire globe−like display of beautiful, blooming flowers.

There are many different kinds of trailing flowering plants. Some of my favorites include trailing
petunias, verbena, lipstick plants, trillium, and bridal veil. And, an absolute must have addition to a
hanging basket is alyssum. While alyssum isn't a trailing plant per se, it's great for adding solid patches
of color that bloom the entire summer. Alyssum comes in pure white, yellow and variegated shades of
purple.

It's quite permissible to add some plants to your hanging baskets that may not bloom during the
summer season. This would include Creeping Charlie and various herbs. Really, the whole idea is to
just stuff your basket with a variety of small plants keeping in mind they are definitely going to grow! In
other words, it's best to plant your young plants no closer than 3−4 inches apart.

As with any other container plantings, you will need to feed those in your hanging baskets. You can
choose a compost which has already had sufficient nutrients added to last the entire growing season.
This is a grat start for annuals. You can also buy slow−release pellets which you mix into the compost
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in the dosage recommended by the manufacturer. The alternative is to apply a liquid feed once or
twice every two weeks throughout the growing season.

You will also need to make sure your hanging baskets are kept well watered. If you aren't sure that you
will have time to water your baskets every day during the summer, think about investing in a drip
system and a water timer. Again, both can easily be found at your local home improvement store
beginning in early spring.

Lastly, give due consideration as to where you will be placing your hanging baskets. Most annuals
mentioned herein love full sun and will reward you with bloom after bloom all summer long with little
deadheading involved. However, if your basket will need to be placed in a shaded area, go for trailing
fuchsias which come in all sorts of gorgeous colors.

Liz Norman is an avid gardener and free lance writer. You can find out more about hanging baskets

here.

Country Home Accessories

By Lisa French

Country home décor is the most sought after home interior and it's no wonder since country décor
invites a casual friendly lifestyle.

Make sure you carefully study the specific style, and color scheme then carefully coordinate the colors
of each element of your country décor.

Although the kitchen is primarily a working area little touches can make a big difference:

Pie safes or glass door cabinets can be used for displaying antique china.

Hanging potted plants from the ceiling or placing them in the window.

You can also display: Cookbooks Wooden spoons Bowls or baskets of fruits or vegetables Vases
of fresh flowers Pottery Old tin canister:

Pot racks are great for hanging: Copper pots Baskets Dried herbs

You can add a touch of country to your bathroom simply by adding:

Old glass jars, which are great, for holding cotton balls, Q−tips, or a fresh flower.

Decorative baskets, a galvanized pot, or a wine rack used in the bathroom are good for holding towels.

Hanging Baskets − What A Great Idea

2



Baskets and pots can hold magazines, books, towels, oils, soaps, shampoos, sponges, and lotions.

Shelves can be used to display a collection of: Knickknacks Candles Potpourri

Don't forget you can hang pictures or display your kid's artwork, in the bathroom.

You will want your living room to have a comfortable lived in look that will always make your friends
and family feel welcome.

Some charming accents can be displaying: Beautiful hand made quilts Throw pillows Rugs

In your living room you can also arrange: Candles Potpourri Plants Flowers

Be consistent in your choice of home interior color, styles and materials so as to avoid a patchwork
look that is indicative of bad planning.

Lisa and Charles French would like to invite you to visit their site at
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