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Have A Holiday Tea Party This Year!

By Annette Yen

Teatime! It's as if it's just part of being a girl ... hats, little teacups, beads and bracelets. Girls of all
ages love a fabulous tea party!

There are so many great reasons to join up with our friends across the Atlantic and begin the tradition
of afternoon tea EVERY day, but especially at the holidays, creating the tradition of a special holiday
tea will provide a fabulous memory for our girls that will last a lifetime! Some of the benefits of planning
a holiday tea:

1. It's fun! As | said above, girls of all ages LOVE the ritual of tea. Picture young ladies dressed in their
holiday finery ... soft Christmas tunes playing in the background. There is something about pouring the
liquid out of the pot into lovely cups... it's just a little slice of heaven.

2. It's peaceful. Be honest! This time of the year can be downright nutty at times and throughout most
of the holiday season life is anything but peaceful. Provide a respite from the craziness of the holidays
around a cup of tea. You'll see... peaceful.... ahhhhh, this is how the holidays should be!

3. It's memory building. Think of years from now when your girls will be recounting the fond memories
of your holiday tea together. Better yet, imagine seeing your girls start the same tradition with their
girls.

4. It's enriching. There is really no easier way to teach your young ladies manners than at a lovely tea
table. Opportunities abound in teatime to show your little ladies how to be kind, quiet and caring, as
well as how to use a fork, sip without slurping, etc.

5. It encourages conversation. What a great time to set aside and reminisce about old family traditions
and memories of the holidays. Talk about favorite holidays of the past or memories of your
grandparents' visits, etc.

Now the last thing | want to do is create more stress for your holidays by throwing something difficult
on you. Relaxing tea parties can be very simple and resources and books abound on the topic. Here
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are some easy steps to plan your first holiday tea.

1. Keep it small. Invite only your daughter's closest friends and limit it to just a few for this first tea. If
you're inviting moms and daughters and can enlarge your dining room table, plan for a comfortable
space between guests at the table.

2. Set your date. The typical English teatime is in the afternoon but that doesn't have to be the rule for
the holidays. Find a time that works best for you and your guests, and limit the time to about a two—hour
slot so the time in itself doesn't create stress for your guests.

3. Plan your menu. Again, simple is best. Scones, cucumber sandwiches, and a nice array of holiday
cookies would make for the perfect tea menu. We always have some back up peanut butter and jelly
sandwiches too, just in case for the younger ones.

4. Send your invites. Keep them simple as well. Print them out with a fancy font on your computer and
stamp with a poinsettia or other holiday image. Or use the wonderful clip art available online. Or, even
better, if your girls enjoy drawing and you have time, make handmade invitations.

5. On the day of the tea, set an elegant table. This is the only part of our holiday tea where I'd say go
elaborate rather than simple. Use your finest plates and teacups, cloth napkins and napkin rings if you
have them. Have your girls make up place cards for each guest so as they come in they can be seated
immediately. Turn on the holiday music and start the tea water to boiling as the guest arrive so it will be
at it's freshest when you all sit. Most of all relax and enjoy the tea with your guests. This is not an event
where you'll want to be getting up and down. Pour out and begin sharing your favorite holiday
memories.

Start with a holiday tea this year and you'll see... it will become an annual tradition not to be missed!

A home schooling mom of two beautiful daughters who enjoy tea with their mom often, Annette Yen
and her family are independent members with Noah's Ark Animal Workshops. You can find out more
and sign up to receive information by visiting

http://www.noahsarkworkshop.com/annetteyen34

Holiday Party Planning
By Mrs. Party Gail Leino

'Tis the season to have a party and invite all your family and friends to celebrate the holidays with you.
Have a family day and decorate the entire house with

holiday party decorations

. Your family will enjoy how festive the home is before and after the holiday
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party.

When decorating, make sure you have all the party supplies that you will need before the actual party
day. Plan out the food and drinks you will be serving. Make a list of everything you need to purchase
to help get you ready. If you are preparing any new dishes or appetizers, try them out in advance on
your family and neighbors. You want to have all the quirks of any new recipes worked out before your
party. It is a nice idea to give each of your guests

holiday party favors

as a token of your appreciation

for them attending your party. Choosing the perfect favors for your party can be a way to cleverly tie in
the

holiday theme

with your own individual touch.

Bring a festive holiday party atmosphere to your party with

holiday party music

and lights. For the

music, select a few of your favorite holiday albums to play so you can have some variety. It is fun to
gather your guests together to sing old favorites. For the lighting, you can string lights on both the
inside and outside of your home. You can also cluster some holiday scented candles together for a

dramatic lighting effect.

Have the smell of holiday cheer in the air. Simmer cinnamon sticks on the stove to provide the holiday
scent. These provide a pleasant holiday aroma to your home. Plan some

holiday party games

that will excite and engage all of your guests. You can have fun holiday party
prizes for the winners of the games.

Mrs. Party... Gail Leino is the internet's leading authority on giving the best possible
party

, using proper

etiquette and manners while also teaching organizational skills and fun facts.
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Holiday Party Planning

Do you know the difference between brewing tea for testing vs. for tasting?
Multi—-Cultural Holiday—Party Teaching Tip

Selecting A Party Theme

Teddy Bear Tea Party — Start The Tradition Now!

Palmistry

Brew Your Own Beer

The Antioxidant Benefits Of Coffee
COCKTAILS - How to Make and Enjoy them
Wonderful Wedding Favors and Wedding Gifts
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