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Have A Problem With Your Power Steering?
By Sarah Chisty
Has your power steering suddenly stop working? Maybe it is because you your power steering

pump is broken or died. Maybe there isn't anymore steering fluid or a bad hose that is causing the
problem. Either way it will be difficult to drive.

Before it becomes obvious that something is wrong, you will hear some buzzing or whining noises
coming from under your hood. But you may also encounter a gradual loss of power, which is more
prominently seen when parallel parking. Or you can even notice the problem when you first start your
car. That would indicate that your steering rack it finished.

Steering racks fail slowly at a gradual rate, but you should take action before it's completely gone.
That's when you loose all control over your car and it can happen at anytime. That will become very
dangerous for you and your passengers.

You should check the power steering fluid to see if in fact you steering rack is the problem. Be on the
look out for small metallic pieces of metal floating in it. If there are some then your steering rack is
wearing out, the metal pieces are prove that the rack is deteriorating piece by piece.

Now the only thing that's on your mind right now it the hefty bill that awaits you. But not necessarily,
you could take your car to your local garage or dealer, which would probably cost you quite a bit. Or
you could decide to do the repair yourself; it's not as hard you might think.

You can purchase to part on the internet, there you will most likely find better deals, then at your dealer
or local auto shop. A good place to check out would be Steering Rack Pros. They will have what you're
looking for and save you a great deal of money.

So now there are no excuses to not change your power steering pump or rack. It's possible to do it
yourself and it won't cost you as much.
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How Your Cars Suspension Works
By Kevin Schappell

"Suspension,” when discussing cars, refers to the use of front and rear springs to suspend a vehicle's
"sprung"” weight. The springs used on today's cars and trucks are constructed in a variety of types,
shapes, sizes, rates, and capacities. Types include leaf springs, coil springs, air springs, and torsion
bars. These are used in sets of four for each vehicle, or they may be paired off in various combinations
and are attached by several different mounting techniques. The suspension system also includes
shocks and/or struts, and sway bars.

Back in the earliest days of automobile development, when most of the car's weight (including the
engine) was on the rear axle, steering was a simple matter of turning a tiller that pivoted the entire front
axle. When the engine was moved to the front of the car, complex steering systems had to evolve. The
modern automobile has come a long way since the days when "being self-propelled" was enough to
satisfy the car owner. Improvements in suspension and steering, increased strength and durability of
components, and advances in tire design and construction have made large contributions to riding
comfort and to safe driving.

Cadillac allegedly produced the first American car to use a steering wheel instead of a tiller.

Two of the most common steering mechanisms are the "rack and pinion" and the standard (or
recirculating—ball) systems that can be either manual or assisted by power. The rack and pinion was
designed for sports cars and requires too much driver muscle at low speeds to be very useful in larger,
heavier cars. However, power steering makes a heavy car respond easily to the steering wheel,
whether at highway speeds or inching into a narrow parking place, and it is normal equipment for large
automobiles.

The suspension system has two basic functions, to keep the car's wheels in firm contact with the road
and to provide a comfortable ride for the passengers. A lot of the system's work is done by the springs.
Under normal conditions, the springs support the body of the car evenly by compressing and
rebounding with every up—and-down movement. This up—and—-down movement, however, causes
bouncing and swaying after each bump and is very uncomfortable to the passenger. These
undesirable effects are reduced by the shock absorbers.
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The above information is directly from the Auto Insight program, which you can buy online from

AutoEducation.com

Common Problems:

Shocks and struts can wear out and affect handling. If you car bounces excessively over bumps and
leans hard in corners, your shocks could be warn. Look behind the wheel for the shock or strut and
look for leaking oil. This is a sure sign of a worn shock or strut.

Ball joints. Ball joints wear and can cause your car to wander while driving down the road. This is

dangerous as they can separate and cause you to lose control.
Preventive maintenance:

Check your shocks or struts for leakage frequently. Also pay attention to how your car handles. If you
notice the ride deteriorating take your car in to have the struts checked.

Ball joints should be checked when your car is inspected, if not, have your mechanic check them at
least twice a year.

At each oil change make sure you or your mechanic lubricates the ball joints and any other suspension
components. Some components cannot be lubricated as they are sealed from the factory.

Kevin Schappell maintains
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insurance, and financing. A mechanical engineer and car guy, Kevin has decided to spend his online
time helping others learn about automobiles. To learn more about how your car works, Kevin has
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