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Creative Writing Tips -

The writer, who doesn't have the time to plot, always finds the time to rewrite.

Sound familiar?

I've been guilty of this too, back in the early days of my writing apprenticeship. I was so eager to get
stuck into writing my story that I wouldn't bother with plotting.

Plotting gives you a sense of direction. It's your map, which will lead you to write your story. Leaping
into the unknown rarely works. Without a plot several things can happen.... Our stories aren't focused

We lose our way Our characters don't come to life because we don't take the time to develop them

We get stuck The story strays from us

And all this happens when we haven't figured everything out first.

Your plot is the foundation of your story. It's the skeleton, which will hold your story together. Your plot
is there to work everything out first - to see if it can be worked out, and then flesh out that skeleton with
other elements that make a story.
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Plotting is the difference between writing a story for yourself and writing one for an audience. Writing
for ourselves doesn't require too much strain because we only have ourselves to please. It's when we
have to please our readers that the hard work begins.

If you are aiming to sell your stories, plotting is a must.

Have you plotted your story before writing it?

Besides his passion for writing, Nick Vernon runs an online gift site where you will find gift information,
articles and readers' funny stories. Visit

Start your own online success story writing and publishing your own hot selling eBooks − Regardless of your
writing ability −
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Writing fiction is something that all of us have trouble with at one time or another. The thought of
coming up with a story which didn't even happy can sometimes even result in shock.

The best way is to approach this the same way as you would a non−fiction story. First, you want to
brainstorm. You don't have to do this all at once, you might want to do your daily chores or watch some
television... This always helps with the brainstorming. The ideas will come quickly so you might want to
take a pencil and paper with you so you don't forget it.

Next, choose which idea you think is best not which is easiest. You want this story to be exciting and
thrilling with lots of events.

After you have chosen which idea you want to use, begin creating your characters. Write out the main
characters of your story with short descriptions of each. Describe what their personalities are like and
what they look like as well. This will later prove to be very helpful in the story making process. You
don't have to give "concrete" names to any of the characters as of yet. That can come later; this is just
to give a hint at what your limitations will be for each character.

Now that you have done this, write out the setting of where the story will begin and perhaps where it
will end. Again, this gives you a better understanding of what the character can and can not do. You
don't want to go too far off course and end up doing something completely different than what you
were first expecting.

The last step is what you have been waiting for, writing the story. Now that you have a main idea of
what your story and characters will do you may begin. While you are writing you may change your
characters a bit, but don't go too far out of place or it may change the entire story. If you come up with
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an idea of what you want to happen later on, be sure to write it down.

The best thing about writing fiction is that we don't have limitations on what can happen. We are our
characters. If we want them to be a cowboy in the Midwest we can. If we want them to be a pro
basketball player on hemorrhoids we can. This is what makes writing so great. We create our own
world through our words... Isn't it wonderful?

Gary R. Hess is a writer for

Comprehensive letter writing style guide for writing ALL types of letters, with over 100 formatted
downloadable templates.
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