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Heartworms In Dogs - What They Are & What To Do

By Kirsten Hawkins

Heartworms (Latin name Dirofilaria immitis) are parasitic worms that are common in both dogs and

cats. Like their name suggests, they live in the dog's heart, normally free−floating in the right ventricle
and nearby blood vessels. The worms are transmitted from dog to dog by mosquitoes which pass the
worm larvae through their saliva. The presence of heartworms can be very dangerous to the dog's
health. Although the dog will not display signs of infection until it has progressed considerably,
heartworms can be life threatening and are sometimes difficult to detect and diagnose.

Signs of Heartworm Infection

When a dog is first infected with heartworms, there are literally no signs and the presence of
heartworms can not be detected even with a blood test. Once the worm larva reaches the heart and
matures, however, signs that are detectible by X−ray start to develop almost immediately. These
include damage to the blood vessels around the heart and lungs. It is rare that a dog will be infected by
only one worm and as the mature worms in the heart grow in size and number, the conditions worsen,
eventually causing a blockage of blood flow. It is at this point that the dog will start to display physical
signs which can include pain, hypertension, difficulty breathing, lethargy or even fainting. In extremely
progressed cases the dog can suffer from heart failure and death although by the time the heartworm
disease has reached this stage the owner has probably realized that something is going on and sought
veterinary care.

Treating Heartworm Infection

Once a dog has been diagnosed as having heartworms, treatment must be started. What this
treatment is and how it is administered is dependant on the stage of heartworm infection. Generally,
there are four stages of heartworm disease.

· Stage One - Dogs at the lowest risk - heartworms are detected in X−rays but all other tests appear
normal.
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· Stage Two - Dogs are moderately infected, may have some difficulty breathing and be demonstrating
coughing

· Stage Three - Dogs are severely affected & may display weight loss, have difficulty breathing, blood
tests likely show kidney and/or liver damage

· Stage Four - Dogs have Vena Cava Syndrome and are in shock, essentially dying - surgery may be
undertaken to remove worms, but there is no guarantee that it will save the dog.

When it comes to heartworms in dogs, prevention truly is the best medicine. The best time to begin a
preventative treatment is early in puppy−hood, before the dog is seven months old since dogs older
than seven months are at a great risk for adverse reactions to the preventative treatments.

Kirsten Hawkins is a dog lover and animal expert from Nashville, TN. Visit

http://www.doghealth411.com/

for more information on dog health, the care of dogs, and dog travel.

Heartworm Treatment for Cats and Dogs

By Niall Kennedy

The treatment for heartworms is different for cats and dogs. Do not ever give medicine intended for a
cat to your dog or vice versa.

Once your pet has heartworms the treatment is not easy. You want to rid your pet of heartworms but
many factors need to be looked at before proceeding. Your veterinarian will have to do many tests to
determine how many worms your pet has, how it is affecting your pet and if your pet can handle the
side effects of the medication.

Let's first look at the treatment of heartworms for dogs. The first thing that will have to be done is an
evaluation of your dog and what treatment is necessary to stabilize them for treatment for heartworms
and then the elimination of all the heartworms and larvae.

The adult heartworms will be killed first, then comes the larvae and the microfilaria. Both have to kill
with different treatments. There are side effects that can happen that are very dangerous to your dog
while ridding them of the adult heartworm. As the adult heartworms die they can become lodged in the
arteries. The arteries are already inflamed by the presence of these worms but as the worms
decompose the arteries can become more inflamed and your dog will need to be watched carefully for
things like this that may occur during treatment. Sometimes, according to how infested your dog is with
heartworms, he may need to stay at the hospital for proper care. Talking with your veterinarian will
ease your mind and let you know the best options for your dog.
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The treatment for heartworms in cats may be no treatment. Cats are very hard to treat for heartworms.
The side effects of the dying worms cause at least one third of the cats treated life threatening
problems. Cats can not also take some of the medications available for eliminating heartworms. Your
veterinarian will have to do many tests to determine if your cat should undergo treatment.

As with all disease prevention is better than the treatment. Before your pet can get heartworm disease
talk with your veterinarian and find medications that can prevent heartworms in your pet from ever
happening.

Niall Kennedy

http://www.pet−medication−supplies.net

Pet Medication Supplies helps you get the best possible protection for your pet. Advantix, Arthramine,
Cosequin, Frontline, Heartgard − find the best deals in pet medication for flea and tick control, arthritis
and lyme disease. Upto 50% discount everyday on brand names.

Heartworm Treatment for Cats and Dogs
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The Truth About Taking Your Dog To The Dog Park
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