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Personal experiences at a public skatepark.

Vision this. You and your friends have been riding for about an half hour on your BMX bike or
skateboard at the local public skatepark and suddenly a mini van pulls into the parking lot and out of a
van, kids between the ages of 3 to 7 years old come flying out the sidedoor. They run past the
playground and go straight to the skatepark, half of them riding bikes with training wheels and big
wheels and the other half sliding down the ramps like a slide at the playground. You go across the
skatepark heading towards a quarterpipe and attempt to ice pick it and you narrowly miss one of the
little ones. The freighted lad or lassie runs off to mommy or daddy who is sitting on the picnic table
reading a magazine, not paying attention to the kids, gets up and comes strutting like a rutting buck
and proceeds to rip you a new one. After hearing a bunch of colorful words that would make a sailor
blush, you exclaim that you are sorry and explain that it is a skatepark designed for skateboarding,
BMX bikes and blading. The parent says it doesn't matter, my kid or kids can go wherever they like in
this park. They may even demand that their kids can use the skatepark for themselves and you can
have the bank in the corner to ride. It is probably not hard to envision for most riders that use the local
public skatepark on a regular basis.

After they are done at the skatepark, will the little ones go to the softball diamond and use their Tonka
Trucks on the pitcher's mound during a ballgame? Or play dolls in a horseshoe pit while some one is
using the pits exclaiming the park is entirely theirs to use as much as everyone else? Of course not.
Why do they try it at the skatepark?

After observing and being part of the strange and bizarre phenomena for some time, we came to the
conclusion that either the parents and kids don't really understand what the skatepark is really about,
or they are looking for a free ticket to sue and using their kids to do it, or they really don't care.
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Regardless of the reason, the best thing to do is leave and ride street or ride your ramps at home if you
have some. Leaving is the only way to win in a situation such as this. Maybe a sign should be installed
on the skatepark stating "This Skatepark is designed for BMX bikes, Skateboarding and Aggressive
Inline Skating".

The staff at EVILBMX wrote this article. This is a BMX business located in Wisconsin. They sell retail
clothing for BMX biking and skateboarding. You can see their web site at www.evilbmx.biz.
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(NC) − The mere thought of planning a birthday party fit for a princess can cause parents to panic − but
there's no need to stress because with the proper theme, your little girl's party can be a huge success.

According to birthdayuniversity.com, kid's parties have evolved significantly over the years, and are
getting more original everyday. Long gone are the days when the party was held in the backyard, and
the guests feasted on hotdogs, homemade chocolate cake and ice cream, followed by a few rounds of
pin the tail on the donkey and musical chairs.

Now, outside venues like restaurants, theatres and theme parks are all the rage, and colourful birthday
cakes in the shape of popular characters such as Barney are every kid's expectation.

Party themes have become increasingly elaborate too, and play a more central role in kids' birthdays.
To take the stress out of selecting a theme, entertaining.about.com suggests that you should use your
child's interests as a guide and take advantage of their imagination to help give them a party they won't
forget.

One theme that is always popular with little girls is Barbie. Parents across Canada can make it easy on
themselves by having a Barbie Birthday Popcorn Party at their local Famous Players theatre. A full
birthday package with a Barbie twist, the birthday girl receives Barbie−themed invitations to send out to
her friends, and the large party includes Barbie decorations, Barbie loot bags, and a personalized
Barbie cake.

"We're pleased to provide parents with an option that makes picking a birthday party theme that much
easier," says Erica Van Kamp, Marketing Manager, Girls Brands, Mattel Canada Inc. "We've worked
with Famous Players to create two totally Barbie−themed birthday packages that every little girl will
love. For more information call 1−888−3−FAMOUS."

If you're having trouble picking a theme that will delight your little girl and her friends, there are several
online resources that offer advice. Websites such as birthdaypartyideas.com and amazingmoms.com
provide various theme ideas and suggestions from parents on how to select and create party themes
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that meet your needs and make your child feel special.

Check out birthdaypartyideas.com to get great theme ideas, such as these:

Dress−up Party − Pick up some nail polish, hair accessories, makeup, and dress−up clothes. Then,
provide each girl with her own individual makeover followed by a photo shoot.

Princess Party − Make your little girl feel like royalty − decorate her throne with pastel streamers and
balloons, give her a tiara, let the guests make their own wands and then serve a Princess Castle Cake.

Tea Party − Have everyone dress up and pretend to be grownups while pouring and sipping tea. Set up
tables in the backyard with flowered tablecloths and matching tea set, and let each guest decorate their
own teacup.

Stargazing Party − Pitch some tents for a backyard sleepover, borrow or rent a telescope, and
purchase a star map from your local hobby shop.

Whether you're planning a party in the backyard, or at a venue outside of the home, save yourself time
and eliminate most of the typical birthday party frustration by picking a simple theme that meets your
budget and expectations.
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