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Home Birth Is A No−Brainer

By Yvonne Lapp Cryns

Home birth with a midwife is a no−brainer −− government statistics since statistical compilation began

a century ago show the superiority of non−medical midwife−attended home birth. Yet, a government
license does not ensure competence or safety - licensure is about limiting and controlling who can give
health care information. For example, the hypocrisy of this licensure myth is obvious in the choice of
"expert witness" chosen by the Lake County Illinois State's Attorney for a recent home birth midwife
case. Tabora v. Gottlieb Mem. Hosp., No. 92 C 8179, 1996 WL 563709 (N.D. Ill.) (explaining that a
woman died from a hemorrhage following a cesarean section because her obstetrician refused to
acknowledge her desperate condition due to his prejudice against the Asian anesthesiologist). The
"expert" continued as an instructor for medical students and his Illinois license is pristine. State
licensure encourages a false sense of security and denies the public necessary information about the
true qualifications of practitioners.

ACOG's (American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists) Wisconsin position paper and urgings
claiming home birth to be unsafe, are more fodder for a gullible public led to believe only
non−physicians are quacks and charlatans. When the Florida legislature was considering a non−nurse
midwifery licensure bill, the state medical society claimed midwives were unsafe. However, when
pressed to bring forth its proof, nothing was produced. Sadly, Certified Nurse−Midwifery organizations,
themselves marginalized by their medical brothers, promote themselves as superior to non−nurse
midwives in order to keep the midwifery turf for themselves.

The brains of pregnant women continue to function throughout their pregnancy, even during labor.
Instead of legislators paternalistically "protecting" competent adult women from health care choices,
states could ensure all women access to the full spectrum of childbearing alternatives and demand
unbiased medical back−up for the women's decisions. Full disclosure of alternatives ensures that an
individual's childbirth choices are wisely made. Legislator's efforts to diminish our nation's sorry birth
statistics - we are chronically among the worst of industrialized nations − would be better directed at
increasing opportunities for educating the public about the benefits of good nutrition, judicious use of
technology, and providing access to a wide variety of child birth attendants.

Yvonne Lapp Cryns is the owner of Midwives .net −
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. Yvonne is also a law school graduate,

a registered nurse and a Certified Professional Midwife.

Tips For Avoiding Adoption Fraud

By Karl Hinsworth

For many people, adoption is a wonderful way to have a child and start a family. Although not an easy
decision for the birth mother or the adoptive parents, with the assistance of a reputable adoption
agency and facilitator, good matches can be made and the adoption process successful and with little
stress. In addition to agencies, adoptive parents can also find children independently through local
newspaper advertisements or on the internet through various registry services.

Take the online option for example. With this, if you were interested in adopting, you would have the
possibility of viewing profiles to include in−depth details about both birth mother, possibly birth father,
and the baby if born, along with photographs. However, this type of service also benefits the birth
mother and/or father in that they too can view potential parents for the baby. Once a connection is
made, initial communication would take place via email, phone, or letters, allowing each party to share
information or ask questions.

If the two parties believe there is a potential match, a meeting would be scheduled to meet in person.
The thing to remember is that most adoption processes, even those done independently go very well.
Unfortunately, as with many things, there is a slight risk, especially when using the internet to look for a
baby in which a woman may pretend to be pregnant just to get the money. You see, many adoptions
for pregnant women will involve her living expenses being paid until the baby is born, on top of a large
fee that generally starts around $10,000.

Keep in mind that if you are interested in adopting, use good, common sense. In other words, pay
attention to things said, follow up on information provided, and if at any time your gut instinct says
something is not quite right, listen. In fact, even if you choose an independent adoption, we still
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strongly recommend you have an adoption attorney to assist. In this case, the attorney would be
responsible for doing some research, drawing up legal papers, handling the money, and so on.

Two of the most common signs associated with adoption fraud are pressure and guilt from the birth
mother and/or father. In other words, if you start being pressured for more money, or the birth
mother/father begins to put a guilt trip on you for money, food, clothing, and other items beyond the
agreement, you should take this as a red flag. Additionally, the birth mother should always be willing to
release medical information to you and answer any questions you might have. If this information is held
back, you should wonder why.

Other warning signs would include the birth mother/father living in motels or being transients, the
mother refusing to accept medical care, and a birth mother/father not providing you with a phone
number and address where she/he can be reached. Again, most adoption processes go smoothly,
connecting a birth mother with adoptive parents who will love and cherish the child. However, the more
you can learn about the adoption process and meet with other parents in your same situation the more
empowered you become to ensure you do not become involved with fraud,as well as a broken heart.

Karl Hinsworth is the owner and writer for the website

http://www.adoptionmesa.com

which a site

dedicated to researching Adoption related topics and contains all the very latest Adoption news and
views. For more details please visit

http://www.adoptionmesa.com
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