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Home Schooling And The Internet

By Madison Lockwood

A brief history of home schooling

During the settlement of this country, home schooling was accepted as the primary means of educating
children. Surprisingly, this led to a literacy rate of almost 98%. Of course, as the nation's population
grew, so did the number of schools, both public and religious (private). This trend continued at a
growth rate of nearly 15% per year. However, driven in part due to the Supreme Court decisions
relating to the practice of religion in publicly funded educational institutions, the face of education
began to change.

How does use of the Internet assist parents (and students) who home school?

Parents who home school use several means of determining the age and grade appropriateness of
their subject matter. As they progress through basic subjects such as math, reading and writing, they
can also enhance their curriculum by performing online research. For example, the Humane Society in
their community has elected to adopt a "no kill" policy. The children have expressed a real interest in
this topic and want to know more than the newspaper is providing. By accessing the Internet, this
parent can provide her students with all they need to know about "no kill" shelter facilities close to
home or around the world.

Once a home schooling parent feels comfortable moving around the Internet and websites, then they
are ready to pass this knowledge on to their students. They now have access to a very valuable
teaching tool − usually right in their home. Parents can even create their own websites with curriculums
and objectives for the students to review and follow over the course of their education.

Online research not only yields written material about specific subjects, from Aardvarks to Zen, it also
offers photographs, drawings, sounds and videos − things that are particularly attractive to students.
Visiting websites prior to teaching about a subject obviously allows the instructor to select the sites that
best suit their curriculum. This "multimedia" learning experience keeps the student's interest while
preparing them to deal with the new realities of a world increasingly focused on technology.

The final word(s).
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Because there are technological advances taking place every hour of every day, it is very important
that home schooled students enter the "digital age" with both eyes open and both feet embedded in
this new ground. This is because public and private schools both focus on using computers and
everything related to them to give their students a competitive edge. Even children as young as six are
"computer literate." The needs of a parent who home schools mean they must increasingly rely on
computer competency. They can easily achieve these skills by accessing online tutorials and related
websites.
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Home Schooling Information for the Parent

By Chris Miller

Home schooling can be a difficult decision. Many believe that home schooling can not prepare a child
to deal with real life situations. By attending a public school, the child is more likely to be involved in
school team sports, drama clubs, band activities, after school clubs, and be more socially interactive
with others. Many of these activities are fundamental for the growth and emotional well being of a
child.

Alternatively, an argument can be made that there is just as much social stimulation at home as there
is in public school. For a large number of home schooled children, many have friends that live within
their neighborhood that they can play and interact with. After school sports programs are available for
in many areas, typically at community centers. These programs can prove to be a great source for
social interaction.

A good way to obtain additional home schooling information is to ask parents of other home school
children. More than likely they can share what activities they do, as well as inform you what type of
approach they use; a facilitated self study approach or lecture oriented approach.

This information will help lead you to a better idea of whether or not you are able to handle a teaching
job. Contrary to some beliefs, teaching is not an easy task. It takes great dedication and
determination to ensure that the children are always excited about learning, moving at a steady pace,
and keeping them interested in what is next. If you are interested in home schooling, teaching classes
are available through some schools.

There are many resources available online regarding home schooling. Blogs and websites can provide
you with relevant home school information. Many of these sites are maintained by parents who home
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school and provide information on what problems may be encountered in home schooling and the
solutions they have.

Although teaching can be difficult, many find the end result rewarding. Home schooling can provide
parents and children a nice balance and learning environment to exceed in.
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